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Summary

Observations were made during 1987-1995. Of the 227 species listed, 15 have
not previously been recorded in Benin, namely Gallimula chioropus, G.
angulata, Merops persicus, Pyrrhurus scandens, Cossypha niveicapilia, Eryth-
ropygia galactotes, Muscicapa striata, M. cassini, Hyliota flavigaster, Sylvia
communis, Nectarinia verticalis, Sporopipes frontalis, Estrilda nonnwla, Neso-
charis capistrata, and Lonchura fringilloides. Of the 227 species, 159 have
previously been recorded in the Arli and Pendjari National Parks in N.
Benin and Burkina Faso, and almost all are known from Togo. F. galactotes
is not known from Togo or Ghana; its previously known range lies north of
13°N,

Résumé

Les observations ont eu lieu de 1987 a 1994, Sur les 227 espéces recensées, 15
n’avaient pas encore &té signalées au Bénin: Gallinula chloropus, G. angulaia,
Merops persicus, Pyrvhurus scandens, Cassypha niveicapilla, Erythropygio
galactotes, Muscicapa striata, M. cassini, Hyliota flavigaster, Sylvia comnu-
nis, Nectarinia verticalis, Sporopipes frontalis, Estrilda novnula, Nesocharis
capistrata, et Lonchura fringilioides. Sur les 227 espéces, 1539 avaient déja été
signalées des Parcs Nationaux d’Arli et de Pendjari au Nord Bénin ct au
Burkina Faso, et presque toutes sont connues au Togo. E. gafacteres n’est
connu ni du Togo ni du Ghana; son aire s'arrétait auparavant au nord du
13°N.

Introduction
Most of my observations were made in the immediate surrcundings of Bétérou in

the Borgou Province of central Benin. The few notes from other areas, bul with
significance for the Benin avifauna, are indicated in the footnotes to the Appendix.



o~ “SIIEpUNOQ —ﬂmU——m.:.ﬁ-.—& 218 59U PIUSe(] "S9S _ﬂ‘—.—wm wﬂm}’oﬁ—m nﬁmﬁum [eQuad Jo &NE T an-umuﬂ
..m 0 O 0L 02 01 O

= == =" ———

m L]

=

5
2=

m

(W]

=

(=W

64




1995 Birds of Bétérou 65

Table 1. Gazetteor

N E N E
Ahémé (Lac) 6"30 2°0r Natitingou 10°15°  1°20¢
Bassila 9°0"  1°40° N’Dali 9°30" 2°45'
Bétérou g°12"  2°16' Ouari Maro 9°10" 2°10°
Bohicon 79" 24 Parakou 9°30"  2°3¢
Boko 97310 2730’ Savé 80 2730
Dassa 7745 2°1% Toho (Lac) 6°35° 1I°10°
Kouffé (Monts) 83 20 We-We 920" 2°10°

All localities mentioned are given in Table | or Fig. 1 or both. The observations
were made over nine years, 1987-1995,

Following correspondence with A.A. Green, T have included his hitherto
unpublished findings from the Foréts Classeés of Ouari Maro, Quémé Supérieur
and Monts Kouff¢ (Green & Sayer 1977, A.A. Green in /itt.) in this paper. They
considerably broaden its scope and add much useful information, since Green had
the specific goal of studying the forests, an area which I felt T had touched on only
superficially.

The observations of Green & Sayer (1979) in the Arli and Pendjari National
Parks, respectively in Burkina Faso and N. Benin, constitute the only other
recent systematic study of any area of Benin, supplemented by the ohservations of
Thonnericux (1985). There are many similarilics between the Bétérou area
and the parks, significant differences being the clifls and waterlogged area in the
parks, and the more dense woodland and forest which are features of Bétérou
(Green & Sayer 1977). Brunel (1958) cstablished a list for the south of Benin
and 102 of the species on that list are to be found herein. Holyoak & Seddon
{1990) produced distributional notes which confirm a number of species identified
here,

In this paper I indicate the abundance and status of each species based on my
own notes. I have checked these against the more detailed observations of Green &
Sayer (1979), particularly with regard to status. I have also indicated what T believe
to be local movements of a number of specics. Maclean (1993) was used for the
identification of a number of calls.

The observations presented herein, together with those mentioned above, and
studies of Togo by Cheke (1982), Cheke & Walsh {1980, 1984) and Cheke et af,
(1986, 1990), go towards providing an overafl picture of the avifauna of
the Dahomey Gap, although there is still room for further study, particularly in
Benin.
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Habitats

Bétérout is the geographical centre for this paper. In all, the arca covered is from
Weé-Wé, 30 km to the northwest, to Parakou, 45 km to the east. It includes the
Foréts Classées of Quémé Supérieur to the north and Cuari Maro to the south,
with the notes of Green & Sayer (1977) from the Monts Koufté, which I have not
visited, and a few notes of my own from an area just north of Parakou.

The area lies within the Northern Guinea Savanna Zone, the rains lasting from
May to October, with the peak in September. Consistent rainfall with a yearly
average over 1200 mm means that the savanna is well wooded and features a
variety of bird species, including four species of barbet, four species of hornbill
and eight species of shrike,

The Ouémé, an important river which rises in northwest Atacora Province and
drains Benin, flows through Bétérou and is an important feature of the area. When
it ceases to flow, from December to July, it has a small number of sandbanks and
some very large pools. However, its most significant feature in terms of the
avifauna is the heavy fringing vegetation and the gallery, There are a number of
feeder streams with similar features though on a smaller scale, leaving wadis and
areas of heavy vegetation and forest during the dry season which are very
favourable to certain species such as shrikes, flycatchers, sunbirds and estrildids.
The wetlands in the area consist mainly of small lily-covered ponds and some
waterlogged areas along the open river banks.

Green & Sayer (1977) noted four principal forest types, as follows.

Dense, dry forest. A limited arca which is a development of the more open
savanna woodlands (denoted SWY; it is composed of species typically associated
with the savanna, with a maximum height of 20 m and a dense understorey.
Characteristic species include Afzelia afvicana, Daniellia oliveri and Khaya senega-
lensis,

Dense, humid, semi-deciduous forest. Small patches (mostly 50-150 ha) near the
Toge border and in the Monts Kouflé, consisting of four levels: a scrubby
undergrowth with some grass, an understorey (2-8 m) dominated by small woody
species and saplings of upper-storey species, an 8-25 m sub-canopy dominated
by Dalium guincense, Minusops andongensis, Holarrhena floribunda, Drypetes
Sforibunda and Malacantha alnifolia, and a canopy (25-40 m) dominated by
Antiaris africana, Ceiba pentandra, Cola cordifolia, Milicia excelsa, and Ricinoden-
dron hendelotii,

Gallery forest. Linear formations of dense forest with 2 maximum width of
several hundred metres. Similar in structure and species composition to Dense
Forest, with a more or less continuous canopy, but in general less rich,

Riparian forest. Like Gallery Forest but only a few metres wide.

The study covers these areas as well as the following types of habitat: savanna
woodland, secondary growth forest, kopjes and rocky outcrops, farmland, human
habitation sites, savanna scrubland, small ponds and areas of wetland along the
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River OQuémé. It also covers all seasons of the year. The wide range of habitats
explains the variely of species reported, from the unexpected Erpthropygia
galactotes (English names may be found in the Appendix), a sahelian bird
reported in Benin for the first time and somewhat south of its known range, to
Guitera pucherani and Tauraco persa, both forest species noted by Green & Sayer
(1977).

As is often the case, the greatest threat to birdlife in the area comes from man.
Until recently the area was very thinly populated, but deforestation and land
exhaustion in the southern part of Atacora Province have brought about an influx
of people in search of new farmland. Some areas of woodland are already being
destroyed through slash and burn farming. The area bordering the Forét de Ouari
Maro is increasingly threatened although the government is now taking serious
steps for the protection of these areas. There is also increased use of artificial
fertilisers and pesticides, especially for cotton, which will probably have a
significant effect on the overall ecology of the area.

Results and Discussion

Of the 227 species listed in the Appendix, 15 have not been reported from Benin in
previously published studies to which I have had access, including Dowsett (1993),
These are: Gallinula ehloropus, G. angulata, Merops persicus, Pyrriurus scandens,
Cossypha niveicapilla, Erythropygia galactoles, Muscicapa striata, M. cassii,
Hyliota flavigaster, Sylvia communis, Nectarinia verticalis, Sporopipes frontalis,
Estrilda nonnula, Nesocharis capistrata and Lonchura fringifloides. Merops persicus
was observed by Green in the forest area. Pyrriurus scandens was found in Ouari
Maro by Green & Sayer (1977). Sporopipes frontalis is a first record and was found
breeding. Muscicapa cassini, observed by me in the river gallery, has not been
previously recorded in Benin, although it has been reported by Cheke et al. (1990)
in Togo. Sylvia communis and Muscicapa striata are previously unrecorded
Palaearctic migrants, while Phyfloscopus sibilatrix has formerly been found only
by Holyoak & Seddon (1990). Ixobrychus minutus and Crecopsis egregia were
previously only known from 19th-century records (Qustalet 1898), Emberiza
cabanisi was found by Douvaud (1953) and frequently by me, although it scems to
have been overlooked by Dowsett (1993), There have been two previous records
for Merops hirundinens, J.F. Walsh’s record which appears in Dowsett (19933, and
an unpublished record for April 1978 by A.A. Green. I obtained two further
records from October and December of different years. Esirilda nonnnla, however,
should be treated with caution, as indicated in the Appendix.

All the estrildids are subject to local movement during the dry season and per-
haps more particularly so during the months of November to January, when there
is the constant threat to their rainy season habitat from bush fires. This brings
concentrations of these species into the restricted wetland and waterlogged areas.
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The ponds harboured some interesting birds, including Gallinula angulata, a
fiest Benin record even if not a very surprising one, and a breeding pair of
Porphyrula alleni, not previously recorded breeding here. Waders were less
common, Aetitis hypoleucos being the onty common one. Gallinago gallinage was
noted on a number of occasions, while Tringa stagnatilis possibly over-wintered.
Calidris minuta was recorded once, and there were a number of other passage
migrant waders, Vanellus spinosus probably bred at Savé. The Gallinuda chloropus
was recorded in southern Benin.

Of the species listed herein, Green & Sayer (1979} found 159 in Arli-Pendjari.
The main distinction is in the number of raptors — 40 in the parks as against 16 for
my study area. This is explained by the relative abundance of game in the parks.
The floodlands of the park also present a wider variety of waders (20 species) and
other waterbirds, The Bétérou area is distinguished by a greater variety of
woodland and forest species.

Green & Sayer (1977) listed 95 bird species, of which 11 were forest birds not
found in Pendjari by Green & Sayer (1979). These were: Guttera pucherand,
Tawraco persa, Bycanistes fistlator, B. cylindricus, Tockus fasciatus, Macronyx
croceus, Pyrelurus scandens, Terpsiphone rufiveniris, Laniarius fervugineus, Nicator
chloris, Nectarinia verticalis. All of these except for Guitera pucherani, Tauraco
persa, Macronyx croceus and Pyrrimrus scandens have also been observed by me,
Green notes however that there were “no true forest species” amongst his
observations.
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