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milieu rendent tres difficiles toute prospection ornithologique, excepté en avion,
durant une grande partie de la période de présence des oiseaux, de sep—oct a fév—mar.
Dans la partie nord du delta (au nord de 14°20" ou 14°30°N selon les années),
survolée durant plus de 250 heures en janvier entre 1999 et 2008, I’on peut supposer
que I’espéce est effectivement rare, au moins a cette époque de I’année. Resterait
maintenant a survoler cette zone a d’autres périodes, ainsi que la partie sud du delta,
trés peu prospectée et potentiellement apte a accueillir cette espece.

Nous adressons tous nos remerciements & Callan Cohen et Michael Mills qui ont bien
voulu spontanément nous informer, puis nous donner rapidement quelques précisions,
sur leur observation, ainsi que Joost Brouwer et Tim Dodman pour leur relecture et
leurs remarques pertinentes.
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A Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus in a flock of Senegal Thick-knees
B. senegalensis in Senegal

A Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus was observed on a freshly built stone and earth
dam at a construction site at the Senegal coast, north of the international airport at
Dakar (c. 14°75°N, 17°50°W), on 4 Feb 2009 (Fig. 1). It was together with nine
Senegal Thick-knees B. senegalensis, resting near a group of Long-tailed Cormorants
Phalacrocorax africanus, although the Senegal Thick-knees cannot be seen from the
angle that the photograph in Fig. 1 was taken. The horizontal white bar on the closed
wing fringed by a black bar below distinguished it from Senegal Thick-knees. The
Water Thick-knee B. vermiculatus differs from the Stone-curlew by a grey wing panel
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bordered above by a narrow white bar and generally occurs further south in West
Africa (Borrow & Demey 2001).

Figure 1. Stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus with Long-tailed Cormorants
Phalacrocorax africanus, Dakar, Senegal, 4 Feb 2009 (photo: VS).

In West Africa the subspecies B. 0. saharae is a rare breeder in northern
Mauritania and wintering birds, presumably of the nominate Palaearctic subspecies,
are recorded there on passage (Sep—Oct and Feb—Apr), but only a few individuals may
overwinter (Lamarche 1988, Isenmann 2006). In Mali the Stone-curlew is a common
non-breeding visitor from Oct-Nov to Apr-May in the Sahel and Sudan zones
(Lamarche 1980). In Senegal, Stone-curlew is reported from Nov to Mar south to
16°N (Morel & Roux 1966), e.g. in Djoudj National Park (Rodwell et al. 1996).
Further south there are only a few records of the species: two previous observations
from Dakar (Morel & Morel 1990, Sauvage & Rodwell 1998), one from Guinea
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(Richards 1982, Morel & Morel 1988), one from Nigeria (Elgood et al. 1994), and a
recovery in Sierra Leone of a bird ringed in Britain (Wernham et al. 2002).

The new observation confirms those of Elgood et al. (1994) and Rodwell et al.
(1996) that Stone-curlews can occur within groups of Senegal Thick-knees, contrary
to a statement by Morel & Roux (1966). As Stone-curlews may easily be overlooked
in such flocks, careful observations are needed to assess its exact non-breeding range
in sub-Saharan Africa, especially in light of reports that the species is a regular
migrant through Mauritania (Lamarche 1988) but hardly observed south of the
Senegal valley.
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