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AN INEXPENSIVE TELBPHOTO AWD CLOSE-UP UNIT FOR BIRD PHOTOGGRAPHY

R.B.Walker ;

| Partly as a result of exnerlenc9 in photogravhing birds in the field
and in the hand on a recent Unlverslty expedn.tlon to Lake Chad, it |was
recommended tpat money allucateﬂ to the purchaaelof a8 single expenlee
laboratory camera be utilised fbr the purchase of two inexpensive
single lens reflex camera bodies, a 450 mm. telephoto lens, two 50 mm
standard ienses, cloge~up rings, microscope attachment, tripod and
lightmeter. This equipment has been purchased and tried in the field;
because it is highly versatile and not entirely cutside the pocket of
an enthusiast, and bacause of the huge poténtialites of photography to

the ,nat_urarlist in Nigeria, it may be valuable to comnunicate the facts.

Equipment purchased with current London prices (prices abstrscted from

photographic journals for March and April 1964) e

450 wm telephoto lens; f8 Soligor (Japanese) 20 17 0
Praktica 35 mn camera body . (Bastern Germany)
Meritar F 2.9 lens 50 mm, single lens reflex

~body with roller shutter blind - 3916 6
Praktica 35 mm camera body with Tessar lens

F 2.8 50 mm : 49 19 6
Leather Ever-ready camera cases, two -8 2 6
" Bet of 3 extension tubes for close-up work (Pentax) b 14 0

Pentax extension bellows set for varied macro work = 10 2 3

Cable release g 6 85

Weston V Exposure Meter = : 9 b2l
Iinhoff triped 8 79 (alumlnlum) : 12 19 6
Ball-and~socket head ' 216 8
17 6

Locally- -purchased fibre sulqcase hold~all

i
' |

!
|
|
|
!
!

Notes on the 'practical use of ﬂhe equipment

Single- ~lens reflex cameras have a number of ndvnntapes, vig, no
'parallax.at'qlose rangej; unnecessary to measure distance of subject
from lens; guarahteef'framing and focus with every pilcture; depth‘of
field calculable by stopping down the lens and making a visual éhedk;
complete 1nterchangeab111ty of lenses; ablllty to utilise close- -up- rings
or a bellowe attachment for close-ups. In addition there arc several
advantages 1n laboratory work, e.g, in mhotomlcropraphy. The Praktlca
lncorporates all these advantames at a reasonable cost, the only di g
advantage.b91ng that there im no incorporated delayed tlme;release

mechanism,.

4in eledtrqnic flash waslfelt to be essential for night photography
and work in caves and indoors,éand we chose the Mecablitz 502. This can
be recharzed from the mains and will give 20¢ flashes at full output or
40O flashes at reduced cutput..A practical aperture calculator andtwo
signal lamps, one showing that:the flashgun is ready for the next .
flash and another indicating wﬁether on full or half output are incorp-
orated., Using Azfa C.T. 18 the flash apparatus covers a distance of 105
feet, ! f | |
i ; ; |

i
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In practice the equipment works well. The twin camera bodies enable
black-and-white and colour to be used on the same subamct with a: s:.nr:le-
lens, The telephoto pives a brllllant :Lmd.a;e, and is equal to anjr of the
lensges in the higher price range. Thig long lens gives an imape roughly
equal to that of a 7 x 50 binochlar at 13 range, and byl the add.ition‘
of eclose~up rings betwoen the camera and the leng allows cloge-up work
at a safe distance (not too near the rj'ubject) The Linhoff tripod is a
pulti-purpose instrument; by rewoving the nillar from 11;5 socket 1n the
tripod and attaching it to the long lens it can be set back at a con-
veaient anple and used as a rifle-butt camera sunport which ism oxcellent
for photographing birds in flirht, or bircls on a 'shore-line continu'ally
on the move. The alloy tube ig r"rlu’ped under the ripht arm ard the camera
pulled into the frice, thus pglving an cxtra-firm grip not normally

achieved with the ordinary gun-butt camzra suprort.

Close-up Cfacilitices

For long expopures or close~up worlk on the rround the tripod pillar
can be reversed s0 as to suspend the camers under the tripod a few
inches above the ground. This is an essential facility (thouph most
tripods do not provide it) for photographing nests, emggs ete. on a tinme
expogure, Minute detsils of plumage, nest construction and materials ete,
can be photopgraphed either by using the long lens with extension tubes
if the subject is dnaccessible, or using the close-up rings and. stémdard

lens if the subject is within range.

Usingy one of the cameras mounted on the tripod and extension tube
No. 1, & bird about 7" long can be held and photographed to fill the
frame. A comera set at one metre with the same tube and lens will give .

edequate deteils of the hend, eye colour etc.,

A review of some recent eguipment
Sorie of the following equipment may be of use to those contemplating

the purchpse of new gquipment or adding to their range of lcnses in order

to incremme their photopraphic scope in the field.

Telephoto lenses. During the last few years the leuses produced by
Japanese nanufacturers have inproved in quality to such an extent that
they are now congidercd to be amon: gt the f:nest in the world' Canon
Bre an exomple. Tollclmobo lonses are now avallable at a i‘ract:.o=1 of thcn.r
original prices am made by the Gernans z—:mcl a lens of 450 . whlch would
have cogt in the roeglon of £150 at the 1owest now has a Japanese counter-
part costing around £30, Horr are a lew exaiﬂples of 1nexp9n51‘fe Japanese
Lole, undts : . . 8

Tamaron %00 mm to fit Bdixn, Praktica, I‘:mcta, Pentax,
Tashico (all of thesc cameras have interchanpgeable
lenses ~nd a single lens roflex systen) i9 9 ©

Tennron 135/225 mn with adaptors for 133{?101'“1 lfinolta,

or any of the ahove cameras 19 9 0
(Both from Paul Frezer's, 24 Oxford St. ) T .O
Soligor %5 mm wide-mnglc lens 22 19 0

L 180 nm tele, 5 7.

9 17 0

i 450 mm tele.
(From Wellace Heaton Ltd,, 127 New Bond St., W, l)
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Micro TM 11 lens unti for single lens reflex cameras; 4
1,000 mm Zoom; goes through 400, 600, 80U & 1, 0U0 pu.

A monocular uuit. only a few 1ncheq 1ong * 22 11 6
Extension bellows, To fit Pentax, Edixa, Pralitica,

Pentacon & Yashica cameras * ~ L 19 6
Set of 3 extension tubes for close-up with telephoto

or stzndard lenges® 1 5 0
25 ft. extension cable release * 1 8 6

A new close-up flesh unit which will illuminate the interior of
nest holes aos well as any other close-up subject which wonld normally
be impossible to photograph due to the field being hlocked by the
proximity of the subject to the lens ( or there being no room for
both flash unit and camera side by side in a small space) is the

Minicam Ringflash for #.C. & battery. 1/30uth scc. f
flash duration. The flash tube is circular and fits
closely around the lens unit . 25 9 3

BIRD RINGING IN NIGERI. AlD GHAN/, 1967

Sixth Jdnnual Report

%h | ‘_' - R:E.Sharland

Improved catching methods and the discovery of a lafge wagtail

roost near Vom resulted in an increase of over 100% in birds ringed

. in 1963. The roost at Vom seems to hold considerably more wagtails

than the Keno roost holds at its peak. Six hundred and seventy~four
birds were ringed in six evenings during the period 16th November to
24th December, yet not one was recaught. At the same. time in Kano one
thousand one hundred and twenty-seven wastails we;z/ringed, kg of
which were recaught, Vic Smith's ringing team in m averaged 112
birds per evening whereas my team in Kano averaped just over 50, The
Vom roost is an attractive marsh in a Forest Reserve mhereas the Kano

one is a rather insalubrions borrow- plt pnrtly surromided bJ houges.

Considerably nore and a greater variety of warblers and other pass-
erines were ringed in Kano, Vom, Ife in Western Wimeria by Mr Ludlow
and Tafo in Ghaasa by Mr Donald. Most of the ringing was done in the
auturin as in previous years, but I left some nets up in a borrow-pit
in Kano throughout'ﬂpril and caught several Reed and Sedre Warblers

Acrocephalus scirpaceus and schoenobaenus, and 2 Great Reed Warblers

a, _grundinaceus. Other interesting captures were a Blackecap Sylvia

atricepilla by Mr Ludlow at Ife and a Nirhtingale Luscinia negarhynchog
by Vic Smith at Von.

One notable recapture was a Grey-vacked Cqmaroptera Camaroptera

brevicaudata ringed in Vom on 20th September 1961 and recauﬂht there
on 18th October 1963, '

The only recovery from abroad during the year was a Yellow Waptail

* A1l from Green's Cameras 161 Kensington High 8%, W8



