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10. v

NEQCOSSYPHUS WD STIZORHINA .ND THE RELATIONSHIP OF THRUSHES WITH

FLYCLTCHERS

C.H.Fry - B e

The Ethiopian genera Neocossyphus and Stizorhina are thrush~like foraami

birds each with two species, of which N. poensislclosely_reéembles 5. b

5

finschi% and N. rufus”even more closely recembles 8. fraaeri? Bannernan

W Al S

{1953) followed the almost invariable practice until that timé of
putting Neogossyphus in the Turdidae (thrushes) and Stizorhina in the

NusCLCapidae (flycatchiers), presumably on the grounds (glthough this is
'nob stated) that 8tizorhina ie flycatcher 1ike by hablt, and heas the
broad bill and short metatarsl typical of flycsichers., Chapin recognices
the close affinity of the two genera by placing them in sequence within
the Turdidae (Bds. of the Relgien Congo, 1953). o .
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It is widely recognised of course that the thrushes, flybétchers anc %2
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warblers are a closely-related assemblage of pesserine birds, and it %f

- appears to be cocunon practice at tha present time to unite them in &

single family, the Muscicapidae. Hence Ve.urie (1959) giyes the Myscicap-—

idae two subsidisry and four main subfamiliece (Turdinae, Muscicapinae,

Sylviinae (warblers) and Timaliinse (bebklors)) and White (1962) nlso
treats the Tu*dinae as a subfamily of the Muscicapidae seng, lrt, . The
latter author regards the African Turdinac as comnrlslnp six groups, to

which he nlves colloqulal but not taxonomic names., One of these is the

african Robins w1th 10 gemera including Cossypha, Neocossyphuﬁ and

otizorhin@. | - , , qsg

Both N, poensim and §, finschi are of'fr¢Quent ocqurreﬁce,in.matﬁre
forest reserves in Western Region (Button; Pry; Bull}-Nig}"Orh,gSocy_l)_

and I have noted one or both speqiéa at Iprke, Olokemeji, Gambari and

Idanre. Difficult as'these shy forest species ave to,ohﬁerﬁe, I had. - :
accwmlated some field notes on both, although mome confusion as to-identy~é
ification existed,'when I netted N, poersis at Ipake on i?th“Fehguanyﬂ - %
1962 and 8._finschi, also at Ipake, on 28th April 1962, Taentity wae
éonfirned by the Britjsh Museum, to ‘whor: my thenks nre due, and hoth skial F

were deposited in the University of Ibadan ¢ollogtion., I was preatly
;mpressed by the gimilsrity of the two speciea, which are oranre qelow.

with brown head, back and taii,_dn‘almo§t 1dentical pattern of white in i
the outer Lail feathers'(fiﬂ. i),'oranpﬁ bases to the primaries and BGGOIlri
aries, and flesh~coloured legs and feet, The plurage differs mnlnly in

that the 'thrush! is slate ahove: and the 'flych‘1cr' Aark olive brown

with a dark chestnut rump. Both birds have rictal bristles and a thrushe-
like bill, but the bristles . are longer and the bill shorter

and wider in Stizorhina. The foot and leg is mu.ch weakcr in Stlaorhina.‘

1l.White~tailed Ant-Thrush 2. Flnsoh'a Rusrty F]ycatche B.Red tailed
Ant-Thrush 4, Fraser's Rusty Plycqtcher . '
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fig. 1. Outer tail pnttern of Noocosmyphus poensis (loft)
and 8tizorhina finschi .

Examination of sking in the British Museum ghows that N, rufus oand S, fronerd

are even more similer to each other then the precedinr two smpecios; virtually

the only differences between rufus and fraseri arc in slze, dirmensions of the

soft parts, and the richer chestnut in the wing and tril of rufua.

By habiﬁ, N+ poensig is & typical thrush, with a turdine ticking alarm
cally it lives on or unerr the forest floor and has the horizontal stonce

and thrush-like m~anerisms of a Hlackbird (Turdus meruln). What few ohserv-

ations I have would indicate that $. finschi inhebits the middle or upper
storeys; I have not actunlly seen the apecics 'flyeceotehing' hut it hea the
upright stance when perched typical of all flycatchors, and it seums likely
that tho bird feeds by making sallies after flyiny insects; roturning to

id perch to consume thom (althourh this is denied ty Mackworth-Praed & Grant).

It is very difficult to credit, from » study of plunege, that Stizorhina

and ‘Neocossyphug are not close.y related; there are howoever r-tional
‘grounﬂs (hetit;bill nnd leg structure) for including Stizorhina in the
Muscicrpinae, Hence, on the rssumption that the Turdivae, belne less spec-
izliged, are the more prinitive stock, it appenrs that Stizorhine is an
example of a thrush evolved into a flycatcher, which indicntes that the
Muscicapinae may bo polyphyletically derived from the Tprdinae (fipm, 41),
a8 with many cases smonget the highor texa (e, some vertebrato Clnspea),
it seems that the Muscicapinae mre better repmnrded not a0 much sg A unit
derdved from A pingle ~nceptral atock,?ﬁg a pgrade of orpeulention (or
better, o habit grnde) which has beon arrived at indopendently by more than
one linc within tho Muscicrpldec (= Turdidnc in the wideot applicntion),

The oripgin of .the various species in the two gencra ie problemnstic.
Superficial sloiloarities between the four birds, ernd respezetdve peoprophicnl
finschil beiny very rreat, fraseri to rufus mreat, finschi to poenais con-
glderablo, while rufus and poensin are well-densrceated spocics within their

rpenus but certalnly congeneric
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Neocossyphus Stizorhiua

N. Conpo forest rufus = fraserd Conro forest

& Zanzibar coast, ] E. to Ugands . '
Upper CGuinea & poensis ~  finmchi | Upper Guinea forest
middle Cengo

forests

One can postulate ovolution between the pedirs to ho olther vertical or
horizontal in this diagram; i.c either (horizontal) rufum =nd poengis
pave rlae to fraserd snd finschi reapactiﬁely in Central Sfrica and
Upper Guinca (or tho flycntchorm gave rise to th:. thrushes); ox

a a .
(vertically)/Neocompyphus and/Stiworhinn say in Cantral Afrlgs sach
spociated on migrating to Upper Gninea. '

As hordgontal ovolutlon hore would rcquifc sympaltric epaciatilon, the
poptulate of vertilceal ovolution is morc accopteble, l

P

NgCr=

M

fi. 1d. Dendropgraws of monophyletic (left) and polyphyletie
orizing of the Muscicapinae from turdine smtock.
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NOTLS

Lanner Faleon Abtbngkine Pled Crow. On tebh mornine of 16th March 1964

Vidode, CouoF. and myself woro of Kaffo Reck near Vom on the Jon
Platoru, watohin: ewnllows and swiftn hawkiue ineects slonsr the ¢lifC-
foce. Our nttention wag drawn to s fissure in the e¢liff-frco which
appearod to contanin a sitiine bird, which waas nubaequently dilsturbed
and proved to he a Lanner Falcon Falco binrmicus. The bird flew un to






