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Join its mate which was somewhat playfully harrying A Red-triled

Buzzard Buteo auguralis.‘The falcons broke off this énﬁmmement and
commenced planing on thermél‘currents, at a heipght of apnroximately

300 ft.

Meanwhile a pair of Pied Crows Corvus albus apperred flying at
approximately 25 ft. above the ground, and calling loudly; they were

two or three hundred yards from the presumed Lanner nest, and oblivious
of the falcons neerby. Oneof tho falcons immediately stooped upon onec
of the crows, at fantastlc mpeed, hittinp it a glancinr blow. The crow
fell to earth and the fslcon pulled out of its dive, gmined heleht nﬁd
flew off., Thinking the crow to be cowering in fripght we wont over to
gee 1f 1t was injJured and found it to be dead, with hlood seeping from
the bill., Subsequent exswnination showed the thoracic cavity te be
filled with blood, and a discolouration in the oceipital reglon of the
skull, We ooncluded that the crow had been concussed by an original
blow to the head, the thoracic hadmorrhago end death resulting from

- impact with thp:ﬁround. None of us had ever witneased such n display
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Extension of Range of the Vire-crested Alethe. In May 1964 I netted

8 Fire-crested .ilethe Alethe cnstanea in Gambari Forest Reserve,

Ibadan. The bird is known from Benin Divigion, but this ir the first

record of the race so far West, pp J.H.Elpood

The Coot : a New Nigerian Bird. vn th January 1963 I hsd » distant

view of a Coot Pulicna sp. at the far mide of a 200-yd. wide flood
lake at Mallam'faturi, on the shore of Lake Ched a few wmileos from

the Yobe outfall. I would like to have been ncarer to try to make

a specific identification, but the generic characters not:d were : an
all-black wigeon~sizcd bird, riding rather high on open wetor some
yards from a reecd-bed, with rather smnll head and congpicuons whiﬁe
forehend shield, This could hrve bern the Crested Coot ', cristata,

which is a non-migretory bird distributed over the whole of 5. and T,
ffrica and dedagascar with a reolie population in S. Snadin and Slpcria
(Voous, K. .tlas of Buropesn Birds, 1960), but is far mors likely to
have beeun the partial nigr nt F. atra of Burope. Thin winters (intor
nlia) in the Sudan North of Klartoun, and wam rocorded for the First
time in West Africa in.Sunegwl by Morel & Roux (Donnecs nouvelles sur

L'4vifauae du Senegal, L'Ulsenn 1962 1 32 ). In any case thore are

srounds for regarding the two foriis as conspecific, C.H.Fry
fhe Ortolan Bunting : a New Lircerian Bird. 4 fine Ortolnn

Bunting limberiza hortulana was wntched st close renpe in ewxcellent
light by C.i.T° and €. Wood-Kobinson at 0930 hrs on 29th Decerher

1963 con Kufena Rock, Zariam. The bird wns active and nnpronchablo,'and
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perching on low shrubs and steep rock faces. The hend wes pale green
or apple-olive, with a congpicuous pale yellow moustrchial strive

bordering the pale pgreen throat; whitish eye-ringm; hreast yellowish,

clearly demarcated from tawny or pale rusty belly; mantle, back, wings
end tail of typlcal Bwberiza pattern; white outer-tail feathers; rump

colour not recorded; bill, legs and feet pinkish. No voice henrd.

Early in the morning of 2hth March 1964 =n Urtolan Buating was E
caupght by V.W.S. in a permanently-sited mist-net in his zerden at Vom.
Lt was welphed, memsured, ringed and photopgraphed, and inspected by
D. Ekhbutt hefore release. The followiné morning, 2%5th March, another
Uptolan wes nelbted in the same place. Welshinms nnd measurcrents showed
this to be certainly nnother indiwidual, not the proevions morninag's

bird whose ring wicht have fallen off! This too was rinsed and relceased.

The scvernl colour Lrnnsparencios made are fortunestely excellent and

conlirm the ddentity heyond doubt,

We krnow of no occurrences of this Palacarctic mipgrant in West Africn
apnrt from two femnles taken near Richard-Toll, Senesal on 6th October
1958 and 20th arril 1961 (Morel & Roux, Donunees nouvelles sur 1'Avifaune
du Senciral, L'0isenn 1962 : 32) and the three in<stances cited above.
C,H.l'ry and V.W.Bmith .

sEQUEST FUR TNFORM,TION

Margh Owl

I would bo pleamsed to hear any information members may heve on the
breedin;: and distribution of the Mrrsh Owl in Nimerisn localities other

than the Flateau - Sokoto or Leke Chad aremas particularly. V.W.Smith
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