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7 A NEW SPECIES OF MALIMBUS

G e s

J.H.Elgood

The Editor has suggested that I should follow up the Provislonal Check
List which appeared in the firgt number of the Bulletin with some information
on those species not listed in Bannerman, but inoiuded by myself in the
Nigerien evifeuna, This mey take some time to complete but it was thouwght,
that a start might be made with the only new spocies, the Lbaden Malimbe,
Malimbug ibadanénais,lmlgood, 1958, firet desoribed in IThip, 100: pp 0621~624,
dome of what follows is a direct transcription from the paper which nay hot
have heen seen by members of the Society, Other information is new and will

be presented here for the first time.

A pelr of malimbes was encountered on 18th December, 1951 in {he
grounds of the Unlversity of Ibadan that did not conform with any specles
described by Bannermen., The species was subpequently encounterved many
times in the area, usually & pair together with the male a.momﬁ conpplououn
bird because of the large area of poarlet-red on hend and bieast, It wes
not until early 1958, however, that specimensg were colleoted, by which time
it was pretty ceortain that a new species was involved.

Desoription of Plumsge
The Male - Forehead, orown, neck and lowor~part of the throat orimson-

scarlet, becoming scerlet on the breast and orange-red on the upper belly:
lores, eyelids, ear coverts, malar regiona chin, upper part of the throat
end the whole of the rest of the plumage black, A few black feathers ocour
amongst the red of the upper—belly} and some red feathers ocour within the
black area of the lower belly, thighs, vent and under tail-coverts, Eye
dark blue-bluokj bill blacks legs and feet dark brown-black. Wing 66-99mm:
Tail 52-56mm: Culmen 21-2%mm: (8 specimens measured),

The Female ~ Differs from the male in having much less red on the
under-parts and this is more orange-~red than ofimson throughout, The extent
of the red on the breast (about 2 oms, wide)“may be described am a broad
collar, Soft parts as in the male, Wing 85-90mms: Tail 50~54mm¢ Culmen
20~-22mm (9 specimens measured),
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Field Identification 8.

Core must be taken to disbinguish this species in the field from the

other malimhes that ocour in Nigeria, The male differs From other mol imbes

in the extent of the area of red on the under-gide wh.wh igs much grea:ﬂror

than ony obhex specien except M, Lrythro.mater \.rh@:c'e the red extends nvon
further to inolude the arem of the vent and under-toil coverta. Thisg
gpecies is not known firom Weatern Wigerin and so far 1bnda._1ems haa not
been recosniged beyond the western aress of the Western Region, Tho fema'le'
of ibodsnensls, soen by itself, is o little more tricky gince it cam bg
oonfused with the male of soutntus or with matinbicus. The absence of
red fenthers iln the area of the vent, however, at once dlstinguiches i1 -
from gentntus, and the presence of & black facinl mask, in particular the
black ohin and upper throct distinghishem it from malimbious. It ig
almost certain that Sir Hugo Marohall fivst saw this now bird at Ibadan
and mistook it for the male of gessini (the femelo of wixich s entiroly -
black) and this nccounte for Bannermen's mention of casgini at Ibadan, |
It is probable that caspini does nob en ter Nl.k"(:)‘t‘l{l. at oll, since Sorle
doeg not admit it as & blyd of EELS‘tPD"I’l Ni,goxia., ‘ ‘

The onreful observer, howave:r, should have no diffioul’f.y-in"-reocjgnié-f :
ing N.,ibadanensis par’oloularly a8 male and femsloe are go often seon
together, B

Hebitat

M,ibadaneneis seemg to he a ber of the forest edge and 1o be seen
more often in farmland and gardene than in forest proper, When observed
in forest, it is usually seen where the forest i disturbed, throush
timber extrootion, or along a road. It shuns the inaide of -the Fforest
where nitensy and malimbious are most often sncounterad. It is somotines
seen agsoclating with rubrlcollis snd hes been seen slongside scumtus,

both of which species can ccour outside the trme Forest,

Knowm range

Until recently this specles was only knovm fron the aren around
Ibaden, botwseen the O@;un and Oshun Rivers cnd more or less slong the -
ling of the forest edge. Narlier this year, however, J.4. Bufton who had
seon these blrds in the field at Ibadon, and studied the slkins in my
collgotion, has reliebly repowted the apeoles from Ilarc. ‘'his repre_sdn*ba
an extension of the known rango by about 45 niles to the soulbh west. It
would seem Likoly thot the spocies aotunlly ranges Lrom the Dalomey {rap '
eagtward along the much dlsmcoted forest ecige, possibly as far eastd By
the Niger. It has been sugwested that lbadenensls ism a westerly form of
arythromugter though my only encounters with tho latter hove been right
under the foreslt oenopy at Momu lovent Hosmwo, o eituation that seona

A b b S et

Behayiour ol Notep
Ugually soen in pairs, sowetlmes politary, gometimeos in swall parities
(up to 5 birds), Often assoointes with rubrioollis, rarely w:n.th soutatugs




9.

never geen with any other malimbo.
The flight is weak end rother jerky, and birds olton oall in fLight,
The volce ig rether like that of rubvicollis, and thma very difloront
from that of nitens or of poutatus (I do not know the voice of tho ol Lons
common malimbioug)s The most cham.cteristio phrise moy bo vaition "shoop-
eep~wurr" followed by a characteristic woavexr wheozo, the wholo ropoentod

at intervals, MThis call ig mado by tho male near the nasd,

Broeding
Somo dnta on breeding wowe obtained in C[hodwn in the raliny sonson of

1962, The neat g of the nverted-mock typo", mado lnfgoly of phrods
from leaves of oil~palmp, Two ndjecent nests woro conupbrucbud dn Juka,
the firot wiilisod wlght awoy for & firot brood and the woeoond, oouplalud
by the male whilo tho [omale wap inoubnting in tho Lirat, but notl wiod L
Ootobor. Both broods, thought o be 0/2, wore suoonnfully L(ludgod, Tho
neats wore in the Lowest hranoh of a large Allluwzin ap troo at abonb %0£%
from the mround, It wno unlikely to Dbo accidontal that o wespo nout
(Belonogestor) was not moxe then 0% eway. Tho nopls wowe lmposaiilo o
approsch and 1t was thought that nono penern). Tvcoding deta, gach an
guoted hero, would bo of more valua at thin ptugo i an acoount of tho
egps, whioh could only have been obtained by lopping down the sunpendiag
branch of the tree,

It is greatly to be hoped thoet members of N.0,4. ctetionnd dn the
southern regions of Nigeris will keep o oharp look out for thin apocion.
Any new information will be gratefully roceived (and acknowlodie in any
subsequent publication) by tho writer,

PROVISIONAL CHECk~LIZT OF TEE AJIRDS OF PLUMSLT PROVINCH

OVER 35,000 #LEKD

D, E‘Jhutt, MnTlI'IQI"WOUf], R.E.Sh:u‘lr'ntl 8& V.‘:’f.fi“r'l th *

This check~liest covers the aren uvar 5,000 L, rnd not Lhe
whole ol Platenu Province for two ronponny two of un (DK, nud
VeWi5e) have very Lirited knowledima of the Lowlands ddviodon
below %,000 £i., and thue oror above 000 Tt offero an omagnal
ecologicel zune, Greaecland ond rosky rillo preadoninn by, thepe
i s consldereble apount of perwunuint wiber (mining dewn)
the orchnrd bush (which ot one kime covervd nunt of thuaPlvt%nu)

iaonow meainly restricted to {rineos nlong tho grerrpoaent,

Mk o o . . T 3 . .
Ihe wel sonpon exbonds meinly fron April to Beptomber (with

ptoran in poow yerrs from wid-March to errly bovoubor), The

¥ Final draft not goen Ly HL.TLUH,





