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I have recorded it arce ' ' ' .
1954 + 23,vidi in Sokoto an? 27.viii in Gusan .
1956 : 3%,vi in Raduna / Enduna ,
1957 1 24.vii,, and S.viii to 2%.ix frequently din
1959 ¢+ 1.vii in Kaduna :
196) 1+ 6.v and 12.v in Kaduua
1962 ¢+ 19.vii in Kaduna,

D.E. Macoremor

Mist Netting Hezards., On 18th Soptomber 1964 T found a 3% ft, loung

™Mle Snake Mchelya poensis caught by the head in » mist-net set up in

the bush behind Epbado College, Ilero. The snake had obviously heen

attrected by the flutterings of a malo Ollve Sunhird Cyanomitra

olivecea already in the net and had climbed five feet up the net nftur
crogsing over from nearby vegetation. Rather optimistically it he-
been trying to swallow the sunbird. The bird was rlready dead; the

snake very much alive.

Once bhafore, on 2nd PFebruary 1962, I netted a snake, this time a

West «frican House Snake Boaedon lineatus. The mist-net had been

lowered at dusk to avoid the inevitable harvest df\EpauletteiBéts

Epomophorus gambianus and lay loosely aloug the sround across the

hunting path of the 4 ft. long mnrke. It got itself hopelesmly en-

tangled ‘end unlike the File Snake could not be extricated alive.
J.A.Button

White-~throated Bec~eater Eating 0il-Palm Nut Fibres. Bee—eaters_are

certainly amongst the more specimlised birds as resards their focd
requirements, and [ was very surprised to find oily red-orsnge fibres

of the Oil- pnlm (Flneis puineensis) 'nut! in several gizzards of a

numbey of Whitc-throated Bec~eaters hLerops mlb100111e which I coll~

ected for remearch purposes at Ibadan in ﬂprll 1964, This food is of
course oxtremely lipid-rich end is onton by a very wido variety of
mamipels and birds ete. It is tempting to surmiee that the bee-oaters
ot il 'in order to! build up lipid food reserves in the body prior to
their lonpgish nortbhwards migration to the breedins mrounds, Pra-
sumably the birds gtrip the epicarp from the fruite iv the trees,
rother than descending to fallen froits on the eround, bhut nny obs-
ervations on this score which can be made hy neoplc reasident in

Aerops' winter ranpge would be greatly apnreciated. + CuH.Fry

rinfoot in kadunsa. The Finfoot Podice svnemalensis is not an ensy

bird to see well, and the followinfr note of its occurrence in Keduna




17,

may well be of interest*. In the lete afternocon of lst Mey 1964 we
were on a streteh of the Haduna 30 to O ft. wide, with stecp 10 ft.
high banks, The water was. decp and SWlft flow:l.m,, Anterrupted by not
more than a few rocks. The banke were alrost oompletely ccvered by a -
thorny scrub growth ( a favourite roost of finches,weavers etc,) which
overhangs the wpter by several fect.so,.as8 0 make tha. acttal shoretu=
visible. Qur attent:.oh was drnwn by a bl;.J ‘flﬂﬂmlnf; sp]feah asi"gong«tfhj._gg
took cover on the O‘ti Gr 51de of the chpnne]. nft‘(’-f‘ ) Ifew k»‘i‘hﬁ"ﬁéé“ﬂ‘“ﬁéﬁep‘al

Finfoot quietly emerged from cover and began to movely freely and slowly
down the bank, exploring every nook and cranuny and occasionally apparent-
ly taking food off the trailing weeds. We followed it down the river for
some way, in full view, and it took no Ffurther notice of us. On this

showing it could herdly be called a very shy hird.

The orange=-red bill with brown culmen, and big white spots on the
back and sides make it a very handsolme‘ bird, It swam with the tail spread
wide and lying flat on the surface of the water, snd this seemed to erase
any trace of the bird's passage. Certainly it wes remarkable for the fact
that there was no sign of a ripple or wake to betray its presencé, and
if one had not had one's attention drawn in the first placé the bird
could very easily h=zve been overlobked, even when it was :Ln fu],l view in

comparatively open water, ‘ D.E. l‘fac gregor

t

Mottled Sw:,fts on -the JOS Plateau. This note 1s to rm,cord the only ndc‘--—
ition I can make to the Platesu Chéck-list' (Etbutt et al., p.,9 thls
1ssue). On 12th May 1961, aboiut 1600 hrs., a violent storm was brewing

| ot

up some 10 mlles South of Jos. There were h:m-h winds and & .black. sky ;-

:1‘.” '

and & rems rkable movements oﬁ swxfts,'h:l,rundlneshand. bd‘,”

Sphenorllync"ius.abdl“nll &flew into: wlnr]- The WALl ows wer.e_..... &thiopica

but included about 20 Banded Martins Ripsria cincta, and the swifts were

nainly i affinis,' with some 4, caffer and Cypsiurus and about 5 huge

dark fork-—_tailed swifts with :ererular dark transverse markinzs on a

glightly paler belly'. I have seen ,..-.pus aequatorlalls, thte Mottled Swift

at Bamenda and have subsegquently seen it at Zaris; there is no reason to
believe that the 'Jos birds were not hhis_spzt—cies, caurht up _(from where?)

with a mass movement of cther swifts and swallows. - C.H.Fry

CCRRIGENDUM

Topo Island Avifauna, N._O;S. Bullctin No 2 pa-a. 6 Fdr”Tchaggra; australis
Brown-~crowned Tchagra" read "Tchasra senegala Black-crowned Tchagra™,

REQUEGSTS FOrR INFORMATION

furopean Swift J.i.Button.would be pleased for any. o‘wscrvatlons on nass
movenents. of this species in Nigeria., :

Ihadan Malimie Seea J.H.Elg:ood's request, p.9 of this :L-'ssm}_e.

White-throsted Bee-eater Sec C.H.Fry's request on preceeding page.

*Phis is also the first record.of the species :i.nuNig:é:E"iem Norh'ﬁern
'Guin‘ea gavannah that hag come’to:my notiece,: It. oceurs on the Plateauy. -Ed.
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