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BIRD NOTES FROM NORTH-EASTERN SUKOTO PROVINCE

C.H.Fry

Having the use of a Land-Rover over the weekend 30th~31lst March
1964, T decided to visit one of the relatively inaccessible northern
perennial lakes, and went to "Lake Filinga" in company with R.B.Walker,
J.M.Lyall and K.A.Kershaw. The inverted commas ars used advisedly, since
this lake apparently does not exist although marked large and clear ong
various maps e,g. the Fed. Survey Dept. Nigeria 1:500,000 Sheet 2 (1953),
which shows a lake sbout a mile in diameter at 130 bt N.,60‘9“ B.,

south~west of Isa in north-eastern Sokoto Province. On arrival at Filinge

village we made extenmive enquiries about the lake but were assured that
the nearegt lakes were 2-3 days' march to the north-west (doubtless
Lakes Mazafara and Kanangundumi) and that there wns no other local water

apart frow a small tubkil opwatering-hole which was dried up at present.

We touk & bearing on the supposed lake's grid reference and walked to its |

tcentre', to find ourselves in parched Combretum bush, on the edge of a

plateau from which a hazy view of several miles of similar country to

the south was obhained. . o

The absence of a lake was disappointing, but 1% days' birding in the ?f

bush was interesting because of, not in spite of, the extraordinary
uniformity of the vegetation. Except for farmed land within a mile’s’
radius of PMlinga village (we were the first whites to visit this vill-
age), the country carried a more-or-less dense almost uniform stand of

the small grey tree Combretum micranthum. The purest stands of this held

an extremely poor fauna - a 2-hour walk from 1500 hrs. produced only 1

Lesser Wood-Hoopoe Scoptelus aterrimus, 2 Drongos Dicrurus adsimilis, an

unidentified song, and 2-% unidentified sparrow-like passerines. Every-

thing wes very shy.

Where there were open grassy spaces in the Combretum bush, with a few
other species of tree interspersed, some birds were quite common and
characteristic, such as the Golden or Yellow-bellied Bunting Emberiza

flaviventris, the Melba-finch Pytilia melba and the Rosy-grey Dove

Streptopelia roseogrisea. Interesting records from positive field ident~ |

ifications were an Upper Volta Francolin Francolinus coqui, several

Chestnut~bellicd Sandgrouse Pterocles exustus, several Swallow-tailed

Kites Chelilctinim riocourii, and occasional Lark-like Button-Quails (to

coin a new colloguial name for Ortyxelos meiffreniil. ‘ i

Several specles of birds were restricted to the immediate environs of

Filinga village, where farmland, a well, caftle, and a more varied flora

(8clerocarya, Anogeiscus, Cassia sieheriana, Dyospyros and Comhretun

nigricans and lamprocarpum) provided a more diversified habitat :

Laughing Dove Stigmatopelia senegalensis, Long~tailed Dove Qena cap-
ensim, Oxpecker Buphagus africanus, Long-tailed Glossy Starling

Lamprotornis caudatus (may also occur in Combretum bush), Grey Canary
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Poliospiza leucopygia and Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus benpalus. Other

species noted in the area were :

Gabar Gashawk- Weronisus gabar Fino-spotted Woodpocker  Campethera punctuligurn
Chanting Goshawk Holferax notabatos Least Yoodpecker sp, Dendropicos (obsulatus)
Whito~throated Francolin  Francolinus albogularis Chostnut-backed Finch-Lark Eremoptoryx loucotis
Black-bellied Rustard Lissotis molancgastor Comnon Bulbul Myenonotes barbalus
Soncgal Bustard Eupodotis senagalensis  (Voud) Harbler Phy] Toscoms(sibi 11 irax)
Thick-knes sp, Burhinus {caponsis) Wheatoar Ganzantho oenanthe
(Four-banded Sand-trowee  Plorocles quadeicinctus)  Eromomola sp. Fromomola (pusitta )
Vinacaous Turtla-dove Slreptopolia vinacea Barbary Shrike Laniarius borbarus
Senegal Parrot Poicaphalus senegalus Longtalled Shrike Corvinalla corving
Abyssinian Rollor Coracies abyssinica Blackecrownad Tehagra Tehagra sencgala
Hoopoa sp, Upupa (senogalonsis) fladiator Bush-Shriko Mataconolus poliocephatus
European Dec-cater Horops apiastor ‘ Long-crestad Holmol=Shrike Prionops plumata
Little Green Boo-cater M. ortentalis
Groy lorabi1 Lophoceros nasutus ~— Rufous Serub-Robin Frythropygta (Agrobatos) giaclotos
Reckbooked Hornbi1t ~ Ly erythrorhynchus

broy-hoaded Hoodpackor  Heaopices goortae

On 29th-30th November, 1964 I visited Leke Natu with N,.J, Skilaror
and R.B.Walker. This lake is 12° A2' N., 5° 54' E., 50 miles §.W. of
Filinga. It is about 1 mile in diametor, bordered on one milde hy‘fnrm-‘
land (belonging to the Sardeuna of Sokotoy permiselion should he obtainoed
to viglt the area) and on the other by an extensive fadema, On the Sonth
side of Lake Natu therc is an open shore-line backed by a line of dmnmo
clumped trees giving way to very open thorn savenuva, rother heavily
cultivsted. The fadama system at the soulh-ecast corner consiasts of
l-metre high Polygonum and sedges, with a SO—metre thieck border of
denge impenetrable Mimosa nigra backed by trees or gras~land,

Due to the lack of recd cover on the lake and its shores, theore were
not meny waterfowl (list 1.); the Mimosa thickets producad a Woodchet

Laning- senator and an Isabelline Shrike L. isabellinus and Losst Beo-

eaters Melittophagus pusillus, and were very probably full of sknllking

werblers and rails, The dense leafy Comhretun trees hohind the shorc-

line were very productive; here Olivaceous Warblers Lipnolnis. pallida

Opaga were common, singing throughout the dayy mauny Chiffchnifs
Phylloscopus collybita were seeny, nnd Redstnrts Fh, phoenilcurus and

kiger Mourning DoVes Streptopﬁlin docipiens wore vory cowmnon. A 60 1t.

net sited crosswipe in the line of trews along the mhore-cnught 28

birds of 1o Epcciea‘(nsturiskud helow) in the 2 days. Tho most interont-
ing of these was n kuropean Scops Owl Otus mconﬂ‘and no lcrs Lthon b
honey~guidqa ~ the net wes inadvertently nlnced in fronl of a hoart

nest and scattered honey-comb on the mroundwmttrnctud bulbnla end

honey-guides, of which n Lesner Honey-Guide Indlentor minor, 2 male

nnd 1 femnle Grester Honey-Ouidos I, indlertor wore notted. Uno mAl

wag retroupped twice,

Of birds inhabiting the thorn anannmﬁ, the most sipgnificont rocords

were Blue-naped Mousobirds Colins macrourus (.7.8.) and s Blnclk Scrube-

Robin Corcotrichas podob&'(G.H.F.). Other typlcal Sudan Savannah spacios

(which do not wecur, I b.lirve, in Gulnea Savannah) were Little Green



Bee-cater, Long-tailed Glossy Starling, Golden Bunting {of. the Filinga
list); Chestnut-bellied Starling Spreo pulcher and Buffalo Weaver

Bubalornis albirostris. There follow lists of the waterfowl, Palaerrctic

migrants, and remsining lo-~al birds seen at Lake Matu, with brief notes

as to abundance. () = ddentity uvncertain.

" folecanus rufessens 5
Phalacrocorax africanus 2

SauAcco Heron
Sacrad Ihis

1+ CGroy Polican
Long~tailed Sliag

irdoola ralloides fraguent
Throskiornls sethiopieus 1

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea frequant  Abdim's Stork Sphenorhyachus abdindi 12
Black-hoaded Heron A, melanocephala A Garganay inas guerquedula 15

Puryrlo Haoron Pyrrherodia purpurea ? ¥ni te-facud Dugk Dendrocygna viduata 160 appry.
Littlo Egrot Egrotta garvotta 1 Pygmy Gonge Notapus auridus camion
attlo bgrat Bubulcus 1his GOMoN Spur-wingod Goose  Plectroptorus gambensis 24

2+ lostrol Falco tinrunculus & { could bo Afeican eot Palacarctic race)
Short-tood Cagle  Circabtus galifcus 1 * Rodstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus COMIGHT
Marsh Harrior Clrcus aoruginosus 3 + Hhealoar Jananthe cenanthe 3
Garganoy (abovo) Whitothroat Sylvia communis 1
RuTF Pirt Temachus pugnax 6 flackeap S. atricapitla 1
Common Sandgiper Aetitis hypoloucos 1 Subalpine Warbler S, cantillans “d s
(Wood Sandpipor Tringa qlarvola 1) ¥ Chiffehaff Phylloscopus collybita fraquent
freen Sandpd por T+ ochropus 1 * (livaceous Warbler  Hippolais pallida fracuent
Breonshank Glottis nobularius 1 Houdghat Lanfus senatar ] o
Marsh Sandpiper fi, stagntilis i Isabolline Skrike L. isaballinus ] '
* Seops (W) (tus scops [ (Red-throated) Pipit Anthus (cervimus) - 1 : i
%, Comnan Vul turo Necrosyrtos wonachus common Groy Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus  ~ 24
(Whi to-backed Vullure Psoudogyps africanus 3 ) Red-beakad Hornbill L. erythrorhynchus froquant

% Yellaw-fronted Tinkor-bird Pogoniulus chrysoconus frequent
* Greater Honey-guide Indicator indicator 3

Rod--nacked Kostrel
Black Kito

Fateo chiquera 2
Mitvus migrans froquent

Mack-shouldered Kito Elanus caerulous 1 * Lessar Honoy~quide . miner 1
Grasshopper Buzzard Butastur rufipennis 1 * (poy-hoaded Hoodpacker Mesopicos goertae ]
Bat Yawk Hachaerhamphus alcinus 1 Crasted Lark falerida cristata fou ¥
Shikra Accipitor badivs 1+ Chastrut=backed Finch-Lerk Eremopteryx leucotis 2

Aytes Flavus (seo footnots) 20 approx.

* Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar  frequent Yellow Hagtall }
Chanting Goshawk  Mellerox motabatos freguent Brown Babbjer Turdoides plehzia 1 flock :
Common Bush—fowl Francolinus bicalcaratus 4 * CGonmon Bulbul Pyenonotus berbaius CORAEN :
Black Crake Limnocorax flavirostra 1 Swamp Flycatcher  Alseonax aquaticus ? :
Lily Trottoer Aetophitornis africanus common * Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides 23 '

lufous Scrub-Hebin  Erythropygia (Agrobates) galactoles 2

Sur~winged Plover  Hoplopterus spinosus b prs.

(4-bandod Sandgrouse Plerocles auadecinctus heard) Black Scrub-ftobin Curcqtrichas podobo 1 ;
Speckied Pigeon Colunba guinoa frequent Hest AMrican Prinia H‘1ma'subf'lava. ' b approx.
Vinacoous Turtlo-Dovo Streptopolia vinacea conon (Wigerian Cloud-scraper Cisticola {exinia) 9 approx.

Ethicpian Swallow  Hirundo acthiopica fiou
Barbary Shrike Laniarius barbarus frequent
Gartsian Puff-back Shiriko Dryoscopus genborsis 1
Long-tailed Shrike  Corvinella corvina 4
[lack-crovned Tehagra Tchagra sencgala 1
Gladiator Strike  Malacunotus policcephalus 1

Niger Mourning Dove S, decipiens CoEon

Redoycd Turtle-Dove 8, semitorquata 2+ prs,

Laughing Dovo Stignatopel fa sencgalensts comdan

long~tatlod Dove  Oona capunsis 3 partics of about 10
* Blackebillod Hood-Dova Terlur thyssinica fraquent

Yol ow-hod 1560 Fruit=f{yeon Ving wanlta 3

N

; - in Corvus afbus froquont
Senoga] Parrot Pefcephalus sencgalus froquant Pied Crov ‘ | 3
Lom-LafTed Parrakeot Psittacutn kramart | Back Fagpie Plilastonus afor f anuunt
Spobted bagle-0a]  Bubo africamus ] Owpeskor Lusivagus africanus 5

* Long-tailed Glossy Starling Lanprotornis caudalus  common

Groy Plantainecator Grinifor piscator 2+

{amproeol fus chalybawis/chleruplerus 3

Senogal JCoucal Cantropus {seregalonsis) 1 Starling sp. ‘
(B]uﬂ:’m]m(j Houschird Culing migrourus i APAOX,. Ch‘lstnut—hu]lmd Star‘]ing hpl'(zu |Jl.ﬂ chir . f!“ﬂllllﬁlll
Litte African Swift Collofaptora affints frequent Yol low Whitie cyo dosturops fiiﬂﬂﬂuiﬂﬂﬂﬂlfi 3” "
Pl Swift fual Pygny Long-tailed Sunbiril Hedydtpoa platura Trequon

Myssinian Rotler

Cypsiurus pirvis

Coracias abyssinica 8§ approx.

Searlot-chosted Sunbied Chaleenitea sunegalensis 3 +

fiufous-crauned Roller C. iiviug 1 Ui"ih'"ﬂﬁﬂdﬂd Sparrou ffwfi‘fr‘..f.hf"imus ' i?iliﬂ!ﬂf t

* (ulnea Wood-thopoe  Phoeniculus orythrorhynshus froquent U}t;h Sharrou (r:]wm?m'u; dt:nfatl.;‘ ' .w“qu:.ln‘t
Pied Kingfisher Corylu rudis froquent lmfg Lanary Wl '.J!,;Di 22 !Pﬁ?"’"’fﬂl : {fr-|qjg t
frey-headed KingFisher Haleyon leucncophala ] Eil]’l'a]() Weawer | Eubalm.'ni.,. :l-m'l‘ ig fr.‘-”- .'-: t
Carmine Bue-calor  Morcps nubless 10 approx, ~)‘_Jﬂ1v~ff"0ntﬂi5 Heaver oDOf‘(‘?fﬂDl;b lr’“ﬂﬂt'f 1|? w“ fr‘ﬁlii---nt
Littla Groen Beo-aater M, crientalis 3 Villag Veaver F’ibijmusi taga curullalus PEGHN

* Slonde~billed Weaver Sikagra Tutenlus frequent

{cast Rog-mabor

Hulittophagus pusillus b approx.




5.

Black~faced Dioch (luelea quolea 5 approx.  * Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengatus  frequent
Bishop sp. Euplectes {orix) fou # (onbassou. sp. Hypochora sp. ‘ frequent
*Senegat Firofinch Lagonosticta senegala common Paradise Whydah Steganura orfentalis ﬁwmt.

Lavander Firefinch L, caorulescens 10 approx, - Black-rusped Waxbil) Estrilda troglodytes  frequent

Ye*lpw Wogtail races : thought to be flavus and flavus/thunberpi

hybrids. See also Ward, P. (1964) : The fat reserves of Yellow Wartnila

Motacilla flava wintering in Southwest Nigeria. Ibie 106 j§ 370-375,

SEASONAL MOVEMENTS OF BIRDS IN NORTIIERW NTGIERIA

R.E.Sharland

I quite mgree with Macgroegor (Sessonal movements of sove birde in
Northern Nigeria : Nig, Orn, Soc. Bull., % ¢ 2-5) that A very substantial
proportion of the avifruna is locally migratory. These wnovements c¢nn ho

roughly divided into the following three categories :

4, A Northward movement during the rains, either before or after brocd-

ing. Most of the birds fall within this category.

B. 4 dispersion snd in some cases a Southward movement during the rains;

this group coneists of ducks.

C. Long range movements witﬁin Africa, possibly from B far aes South
Lfrica.

In the list below I have tried to show the wovements T have noticed
in the Kano srea (with a few notes from other locelities). As the climatic
changes in Kpno are more marked than in Zaria or Kaduna the seascnsl move-
menté‘are more definite. After ench species I have indicoted the catesory
into which its migretion falls. Paleearctic (Europesn) migrants hrve been

axcluded.

Rosy Pelican Pelecanus onocerotalus &hilarpe Northward passape of about

1,200 Rosy Pelicans near Kano was watched by my wife snd ayself on 12th
June 1957. Beveral parties londed and conld be anromched falrly clore,
This species is reported to breed on Wase Rock (9 N., 10" F.)

4bdim's Stork Sphenorhynchure abdimid C. A repular wet nenson visitor
from Southern Afirdica. Breeds from June onwards, Larpe flocks may bhao
seen in April and Uctober/Novembor,

White-fnced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna vidunta B, Very widesproad in

the rains. I have found a nest on a borrow-pit in the middle of Rano Clty.
There is probably a Southward movement as this bird im quito common round
Kano during the rains,.

Hottentot Teal /nas punctata C. There are records from Octobor to April.
I have seen or shot them in December, Fehrumry and March.

Swnllow-tailed Kite Chalictinin riocourii . I have only soen thiec bird
round Kano in March. In Bokoto it is mors numorous and in December 195%
I watched an impressive passage of over 1,000 in just under an hour.

Similar wovements were reported by Neville Crane when he was in K"

Wio in

1962, G



