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NOTES ON BIRDS AT IBADAN AND ELSKWHERE

He Go. M, Baga

I have not boon ahle to do any sustained observations during the
two years I have been in Migeria, ohiefly in Ibadan; the following
notes, howover, may be of gome interest. I have included a number of
dated rooords in response tp Elgoodts artlcle = African Migrants in

MNigerila (Bul‘l. Nign Orn. SO‘. é (11) H 62"”70);

Roliooophalup ruficollis African Little Grebe, Soen twlce only, at

Eleiyele Resorvior, Ibadan, on 17 May. 1965, and a pair at Fde/

Oshogho Reservior on 15 January 1967,

Bubulous ibis Cattle Tgrot , ILatest date 20 June. 1966, a single

bird, probably silok, as 1t had boen around the Seoretariai:;baddn, for

some time and was on that day ocarried off by a tovmsmen,

Seopus umbretta Hammorkop « Gommen at Baoitay 29 May, 1966, At

Thulya Camp, Uppor Ogun Forost Roserve, 27/28 December. 1966,

Anagtomus lamelligerus African Openbille Oye Reservwoir 2 or 3 birds,

30 May,1965: 6 birds on 2 January 1967. Onoe bird at Ede/Oshogbo

Roserv oy, 1 Januery 1947.

Hagedashia hagodash West Africaen Hadads .

Several birds at Basita, 28 May 1966,

Nottapus auritus Pygmy Goose A pair Ogbomosho Reservbie, 28 August

1966, The Waterworks superintendent tells me ho saw 7 mr 8 ducklings
there later in the year but ocould not oonfirm the identilty of the

speoles,

L} .!‘
Neorosgyrtos mennchus Hooded Vulture ..Flgood implies the nearest he

has moon this bird to Ibadan is at IMditl, 20 miles to the north,
T have noted 1t also in tho noxt village, filve miles nearer Ibadan,
Tho botanlsts toll meo that it is at Widiti that tho first real

ohonge ocours from forest to savannoh tree~forms,
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Butoo suguralis Red~neckoed Buzzard A sight record on 9 June. 1966,

on the new Benin road near Oresis perhaps »f interest in view of

what Bannerman says of its whereabouts during the rains.

Acoipiter badius . 3itrean Shikra g Present all the year round in my

garvden in Ibadan.

Creoopsis egfegia African Crake ¢ One bird.at Oyo Reservdir on

2 January, 1967.

Lissotlis melanogaster Blackebellied Bustard A slngle fomalo near

Ago~ire, 21 August 1965,

Afroxyechus forbesi Forbes Banded Plover Bannorman implies it

resorts to open spaces during the dry season, but I havo ocome across
it at pools on the ford over the River Ogun nt Ibuiya Camp in the

Uppér Ogun Forest Reserve on 27/28 December, 1966.

Crocethia alba Sanderling, Several birds at Lighthouse Boaoch,

Tarkwa, 31 July,1965. A rather carly date?

Qlamator glandarius Great Spotted Cuckoo As Flgood only gilves

January to June as the months of ocourrence in Ibadan, e aight
record of a bird in my garden there on 1l August, 1966, may be of
interest. The throat was quite buff, so presumable a bird of tho

year,

1 sy, - LI YN
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Clamater lovalllantld TLevalllant's Cuokoo Certainly present during

the rains in Ibadan,

Bubo louocostiotus Akun fagle Owl  Gambari, B Septembor 1965,

Asleep in mid~-morning on an exposed hordzontal branch nbout 20 feot ups»
Underparts pale, blotcohed, not striped or streaked, Bill, eycs,

feot all yollov, Of modium size,

Micropus ocaffer White-rumped svift A fow birds noar Iscyln on

27 June 1965,
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Megaceryle maxima Giant Kingfisher, VWhenever I have seen this

bird it has always been at resaficdr spillways.

Melittophagus gularis  Black Beeeater, Near Okitipupa in

sarly Junae, 196k,

Melittophagus pusillus Least Beomyatop, Aysitigle bird in wooded

country betwoen Mokwa and Kainji on 29 August 1965,

Phoendoulus erythrorks.okus Gulnea Wood~Hoopoe. My wife tells

me she hag soon thie typloally arboreal bird feeding on our garden

lavim..

Pogoniulus erythronotos Rili-rumped Tinker bird, Akure 20 Novembers

1966, I dnoludod this as T havo not mot anyone in Ibadan who has

seen it, R

Gampephqga phoenicea Red~shouldered Cuckoo-Shrike., Seen at

Thadan 2} Novenber,1965 and 20 January,1967, and at Baoita

28 May, 1966,

Oriolus brachyrhynchus West African Black-headed Oriocle
Elgood records thls speolies fhom Gambarl: I have secn it once in
Ihadan at the Foreatry School on 12 September, 1965}‘ common at
Ikogosi, Ekiti District on 21 August,1966, gso probably found all

aorops tho forested area of Western Nigeria.

Hippoiais_polyglotta Molodious Warbler, TEarliest date for Ibadan

3 Jﬂnmry, 196?-

Syvilvia borin Garden Varblor. TFond of the berrdes of Troma

fulnoonals, as are also other small posgorines, e.g. white-oyes

and grogbeak weavors.

? Parisomn griseigularls Groy-throated Mlvoatoher. I have always

found the "grey" flycatohors dlfficult, A palr of birds I saw on
7 June 1966, pirouctting above a doad branoh overhanging the water
in a forestod atretoh of tho oreek below Okitipupa may have becn of

this spooios. They were a oleer pale groy above,, tho throat and
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breast also grey; the remainder of the underparts white. Primarioes
werebr~wn, but I did not see if any of the tail feathers were other
than grey; the tail appcered rather long in proportin to the size

of the bird, They wers not 'sad little' birds; in fact they rominded
me more of a Rhipidura (vhich I know in Australin and Indla) than

of Alpeonax 0asgini in behaviour and thoy woro ocertally moro gprishtly

than a Parigoma (If P. suboseruloum which T have soon in Rhodosia and
South Africa, is typionl of the gonus), Tho dosoription of P. or Do

grigeigularis in Bannerman and Praod & Grant roapootlivoly do not

procisely tally, even for different subppoolaen, and I have gained no
olear picture of what the bird 1y really like from olthor work,

particulerly as the behaviour of the two gonera s so different,

Melashornis edolioides _Black Flyoatoher + Two bilrds were in my

gorden at Tbadan when ve arrived in January, 1965, They loft about
the same time as the palnearctio migrants, d.e. Whinchat, Woodchat,

Melodious Warbler. Is it a migratory specles?

Pedilorhynohus gomitatus Dusky~blue Flyontoher, I have come across

this bird twice in Ibadan and been surprisod at the oxtent and
depth of the grey on' the underparts; there was only a littlo white

on the belly and the throat, It thus has the osharacters of the

subspecies’ camerunensis, whereas T would have oxpeoted aximensis

from the distribution given in Bannermen,

Tohitres smithil Pagon's Paradise Flyoatohor. One of tho fow birds

to be regularly found in teak plantationa,

Budytes flayus Blue-headed Wogtadl., Troquently porchos in troes

and howks from hb topmost (bare) branchos of large fig in my
garden; I have also geon it pooking at fallen palm kernols., By
mid-April 1965, at least ono had agaumed the charnctors of

thunbergi, though‘the vast majority are the typtoal subspecles.

Tohagra senegnla Black-~ocrovnad Tohagra, My wife maintains that the

oall in Tbhadan is half a tono Lower than in Rhodesin.

1 ey .L:.‘N Y M I N T . . —
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Malaconotus aruentus IMery-breasted Bush-shrike, In early

February. 1967, two birds were foeding on the ground in my

vegotable patoh,

Cyanomitra oyanolaema Blue-throated Brown Sunbird, The one bird

I have seen, in bushes in tho Botanical Gerden, University of Ibadan
in August, 1966, drew attontion of itself hy its continuous

ohittoring , -~ "-soribed in Proed & Grant,

Embordza flaviventris Yellow-belliod Bunting 4 smnll partyon

27 M ngt, 1965, dn light woodland batween Mokwa and Koinji, the
typo of country in vhich I have met with the spooles in Rhodesia.

Doefinitely not cabaniad and . would have anid too large for forbesia-

Meianoplooéua tricolor Yollow-mantle Weaver. Ooours also in

Alure.

Mdlimbus rubricollis Red~headed Veaver., In January 1965,

noted as stripping off cucalyptus leaves and letting them £all to

the ground.

Amblvogpiza nlbifrons Vhite-fre .ited Grosbeak. July 1965, in my

gorden off and on for about 10 days feeding on Trema berries. The

underparts wore very dark, so possibly saturata,

fuplertemafra  Yellow~orowmed Bishop, Ogcurs on the salimarsh at

Alyotoro City on the soa south of Okitipupa.

Plronestos ostrinus Black-bellied Ssod-oraoker. Oocours in the

villago aron at Tarkwn across the harbour from Lagos,

Pytilin hypogramulca Yollow-winged Melba-Tinoh. It may be worth

mentiloning I luvo come .noross this bird at Hnugu,

Batrilda melpode Orange-ochooked Waxbill., Elgood desoribes thie

species ap nbundant ot Ibadoan; T have only seon it once, at

Fleiyole Resorvior.



