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1HE BIRDS OF ILARO
J.A,Button

1I Forest and Savannah Residents (Passerines )

Part A : Eurylaemidae to Hirundinidae

smithornis rufolateralis : Rufous-Sided Broadblll (For. Res.0.)

Very occcasionally noted at #,0,I., (Hgbado College, Ilaro) in
dense well-matured secondary growih; attention drawn by 1ts
ourious stridulation : "Skerr? , produced by the bird in
clrcular flights at heights of between 10 to 20 feet .,
Sightings ¢ July Ist and 4 th, I965; two birds "stridulating "
Fobruary 2 nd, IB66; single bird May 5 th. and 6 th, ; slso
October I st, I967 (10:00 a.m,) With exception of last record
all noted at dusk .

Mirafra buckleyi: Buckley's Bush-lLark (Sav.Res.C,)

May 28 th, and July 7 th, 196%: noted "drumwing " Ado-Odo
grasslands , eastern fringes of "Dahomey Gap" ,

Motacilla aguimp: African Pied Wagtall (For. Res,C.)

Compon: & bird of extensive forest clearings showing little
fear of man . Often noted attacking its reflection in car bhub-
caps , Seems to breed muinly in dry season , E.C.1, breedlng :
August 5 th, 1965 : pair investigating "gable! end of dormitory

roof ., Novenber 12 th, I9€5 : bird seen carrying nesting
material to roof corner , December 20 th, IPE6: bullding in
same place . May 1967 3 four juvenlles : egg dates assessed
approx, mid-Mareh 3 brood successfully raised by pair nesting
in tgableh end of classroom bullding .

Anthus leucophrys : Plain-Backed Pipit ( Sav. Fes.C,)

Very coumon resident , especially at E,C,I., on playlng fields
and parkland , Noted less freyuently on Derived Savannah patches
in the ares . Nests all the year round though less breeding
activity in the rains , Following egg dates noted at E.C.I, ;
designation (¥)indicales assessment of egg date from gtate ol

oung
ﬁay g& th, I96I (¥); January 5 th. IP63 (¥); Decomber 10 th,
I963s September I6 th, I965; Dacember 2nd . 1065,
strong soclal urge at all times of year , On Seplember I8 th,
062  ( 6:00 p.m,), I counted 50/60 birds on College athletics
field roughly within area of 440 yasrds track ; much calling

and chasing .
Macronyx oroceus : Yellow-Threated Long~Claw {Sav, Res, C.)

Proquent } regularly observed at E.C.I, on playing flelds ¢
goal poaté a favourite perch . Display noted Auvgust 26 th, I961:
male advancing towards female with quivering upralsed wings .
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Hypergerus atrieeps: Orlole Babbler (Wdsp.Res. F.L.)

Noted at S, Peter's College, Abeokuta , I0 miles outside area
gn%erdstudy (1.e. 25 mile vadius of Ilarc), Abundant on Topo
sland, '

Illadopsis rufipennis : White-Breasted skalat (For, Res, F.)

Netted by C.H., Fry , Pebruary I7 th. I862 nsar swall stream in
thick forest Ipake , Seen in demse secondary growth st E.C.T.
February I8 th, and December Ist, IP68 ., Ibs skulking habits
make assessment of status diffiecuit

Illadopsis moloneyanus : Moloney's Akslat (For, Res, 0.)

Netted Ipake In dense forast May 20 th, I965, Observed Ipake
September I8 th, 1966, Status as for_I,rufipennis.

Macrosphenus kempl: Kemp'!s Bush-Creeper{For., Res, ¢.)

Common resldent ia dense new secondary vegetation around Ilare
town ;3 less so In taller stands of tiwber at Ipaks , Invariably
netted or seen within 4 feet of ground : a skulker ., Wetted
January 5th, and 27 th, 1963 at 8,C. 1. Distinetive ittle
song del. ivered from demse cover : 1t hag what may be deseribed
as 4 tlred , perfunctory character .

Macrosphenus congolor : Olive Bush-Cresper (For. Res, C,}

Very common In thick forests around Ilaro town ., Wot & skulker,
1t 1s often observed in groups of & to I€ individuals . Usual
song 4 reedy- sounding "Atweedlcoo-utweedletoe! etu., repeated

over and aver . Aprll IT th, I9€6 at Ipake heard mawsiong a
prolonged warbler-like twittering . It favours levels generally
too high for mist-netting .

Pyenonotus barbatus : Common Gprden Fulbul (Wdsp.Res, Ao}

Al)l xinds of environment except thlcker ovurts of the lorest .
Strong tendency to gather in groups of from 20 Lo 200 individuals
on certain evenings after rain , when it Indulges in frenzled
chages and vociferous clamour . Bresding takes place all the
vaar round though resching a peak bebtween July and September ,

Trichopherus barbatus : Bearded Bulbul {(For., Res, #,)}

Noted occasionally Ipake and nettedthere in dense forest on
September 21 st, 1963 , Has a loud wusical song not unlike that
of Tchagra sgenegala: Black-Crowned Tehagra . Geperally seen in
groups of & tu 8 , or as member of an ¢jak . Bird noted In
dense swampy growth near rulned bridge wn main Ipake ~Ife
track calling "Ween-weep~weav " efc . CGroup of 8 calling
similarly in dense thickets of bush on Ado-0do grasslands ,

Tpichophorus calurus : White-Bearded Bulbul (For, Res.C,)

Noted Ipake Forsst . Partles of 2 - J0O seen occasionally near
bridge wentioned in above note . Call : "Chick-chick " ete .
July 3T st, I967 : two blrds in elak in dense secondary forest
near Ijado village , 4 miles N, of Ilaro : one singlng
nChick-chick ; tu-leek; tu-leek®,




Bleds syndactyla: Common Bristle-Bill (For. Res,F.)

January I7 th, I967:slghted in thick. secondary forest at E,.C.I.;
three birvds In ejuk ceonslsting mainly of Bulbuls and Flycatchers
Call: "Rwick-kwlck-kwick" followed by "XKiu,lin,kiuh in
descending pitch .,

Bleds cunlcaplllasGrey-Headed Bristle-Bill (For.Res.F.)

Common in thick secondary growbth of various stages of maturlty
in forests of the area , Bmull groaps 3-6 blrds frequently
observed &t dusk indulging in wild chases through lower levels
of forest : 1l.e, from ground level to & feet , Excited calls
of "Chityu, chityu,chityu" ete,, then a wrapidly descending
sequence "Wires,wirra,wirra'ete . Frequently netted .

V. Button (Bull, Niger.0rn.Soc. I (8) 1 8.9 )

Theseloolehls leucopleura:Swamp Bulbul (For.Res.F.L.)

Vary common Iin low lying parts of the forast, AV E,C,L. 1 have
neted 1t along the Ogbe stream in high secondary growth ;
presence of Rapphia Palms a common feature of the habhltat
prefared by the specles ¢ un exlensive srea of Rapphia Palm
swamp Just outrlds the study area near Ado-Cdo on the Badagry
road 1s & favourdce haunt, Song @ & hoarse "conversatlonalt
shatter with phrasses soundling like "Watchyer Curlstopheri®
Freguently netted on Tope Islund , where Lhe thick vegetatlon
along the lagoon side is senerally (W, of the RestHouse) no
higher than 20 feat , bubt tnever Iu Lhe forests of the asrea .
v, . Button (Buil. Wiger, Orn. Son., I (8) : &-9)

Pyrrhuras fievieellis: Yellow-Throated Leaf-Yove (Sav, Res, C.)

1
EL

A Savannah speelzs pouot noted between Abeokuta and Ilaro
but ebserved gnce in deuse thickebs on 4sdo-0do grasslands ,
the eastern friuvgas of thePDahowey Gapt, Common Yopo lsland
and Ibaden . Yoloew o & havrsh cnatier .

pyrchupus simplex @ Simple Lezaf-love (For. Res, C,)

Common residect especiully at B.C.I, with 1t varied environ-
ment . Prefers newer gecondary growth , Cthough iV way be
lociated In Derived Savannah and Fairly thick forest . Egg
dates B.C.%L. @ June I8 th,; July 7 th.jAugust £5 th.j August
£8 th,; I964; Junuary 4 th, I964. Hest : a fiem wall made
structure of grasses snd fibres ¥ to H feet ofl the ground

in 4 bueh or shrub ., Most nests found on dlsused farmland and
easily wccessible ., Song ¢ & low topnversational® chatter .,
Casg of albinism B.C.T, August 24 th, 1963 : female broodling
in low bush in parkland . Head, mantle snd breast cream ,
white spot mear tipy of bill j ruwp and middle rectrices brown
with white ouler rectrices . Middle part of body motuled
brown and white , Ereeding nct succesgful.

v. Button (BEull.Niger. Orn,Soc, I (2): 8-8)

Baopogon indicator ¢ White~"ailed Greenbul (For,Rea F.)

Common 1ip forest and parklard especislly at E.C,I. , generally
keeping to cuancpy of trees . Digstinctive call: "Piddle-chew?,
v.Button (Bull, Niger, Orn. Soc, I (8) : 8 ~ 9 )
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Phyllastrephus baumanni: Bsumann's Greenbul (For, Res,0.)

Resident and common arcund Ilaro : often noted in groups of
3~5 individuals at tops of trees in College parkland and
secondary forest, but freyuency of netting records indicates
that 1t spends much time at lower levels also , Call: &
descending whistle "Slew" or "seer" often with guttural

, 8yllables Interposed : "Seer, karua; seer , karuam etc,;

or "Seer,kuwlick ; seer, kuwick®" etc,; or "Seer, wo-weh;

i goar,wo~weh" ete,jenslly overlooked .

V. Button (Bull, Niger. Orn, Soc, I (8) : 6-8 )

Phyllastrephus albigularis : White~Throated Greenbul (For. Res..

Resldent and obviously common from netting reco rds at E.C.I.
and Ipake, but it 1s ssldom seen in the fleld on account of
1ts skulking hablts , Its song 1s easily overlooked ; it was
not untll a few weeks ago that I succeeded in ldentifying the
volce , October I st, I967: E.C.I, , 4/56 individuals in bird
arny (ejak) congilsting muinly of Bulbuls , Flycatchers and
Sunbirds , Volee : a "frulty" "Wick, wick, wick " followed
by "cawl, cawl, cawl" in continuously rising tone ,

Andropadus curvirgstris: Sombre Bulbul (¥or. Res, 0.)

Very common in thick secondary growth of the area and especlal
Tlaro vieinlty . Baslly observable in the fleld , though
identificmtion rather difficult as Lt is very similar in
plumage to other Andropadl , partieularly A, virens , Little
Green Bulbul. A somewhat sluggish bird vrefering to perch
and move 1n barer branches of lower levels (up to IS feet
high) in the forest . For identification in the hand V,
Button (Bull. Niger, Orn, Soc. I (I} : B ) Volee : several
ealls noted : (4) & rather "tired® sounding phrase best
described ag a mild "wolf whistle " succeeded by two shori
notes at a slightly lower piten. (b) A prolonged "Iwrrrre” -
componest . (c% fTrwit - twit - twlt " elce,

Andropadus gracilis : Little Grey Bulbul {For, Res., C.)

Rare and only noted at E,C.I. Similar to A,curvirostris
except for distinctive white eye-lld feathe?? , CLeariy
noticeable in the field . Netted April 20 th. 1963 in new
secondary growth at edge of College compound . April 24 th,
196% : heard singing "Shut-the-gute; weet-a-bik v ,
delivered from & conspicuous position in rather open new
bush ab 25 feet 3 behaviour in contrast to that of other
Andropad) which are skulkers . Another call ¢ "Twit , twit"®
A bird of tﬁis species heard singing regularly in same
localdity until August 22 nd., I965. Japvary 26 th, 1964 ¢

two individuals singing B.C.I. ; no more records since then.
v, Button (Bull, Niger. Orn, Soe, I (I{ : &)

Andropadus latirostris @ Yellow-Whiskered Bulbul {For. Res,C.)

Abundant in the forests of the area , and the commonest
bird to be netted in densest growth ., I have not noted 1t , .
howaver , in the thickets and woodland belts on the Ado~Cdo
graselands , Between July 4 th, and IS th, 1965 , a 40 feet
4 shelf mist net set permanently in forest at E,C.I, accounted
for I5 birds of this species , of which T0 were juvenlles ;
the only other specles represented was Neocossyphug poensls
two juveniles , White~Tailed Ant~Thrush . This Bulﬁﬁf is
rarely seen in the field , and sings from the depths of dense
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follage 30-50 feet high, Song : & sequence of loud chirp-
ing, chattering notes . Silent perilods noted during the
dry season c¢/f A, vireng,.

V. Button (Bull, Niger, Orn, Soc, I.(I) : 8)

Andropadus virvens : Little Green Bulbul (For, Res. C.)

ibund%nt énfnew iacogd%ry %rowth throughout the area, Present
n matured forest , but not as common there as 4, latirostris.
From September 1662 to June 1963 at E.(,I, I netted 26 A,
virens: 14 A, curvirostris § I4 A,latirostris 3+ I A, gracilis.
(m most occasions the net was set in territory wore favoured
by A, virens than A,latirostris . Silent perlods noted
towards the end of the ralns and In the dry season ¢ much
vocal activity involving many bilrds in one area , while a
complete cesasation of singing noted in another : e,g. sepl-
ember 20 - 23 rd, I963: birds silent at Ipake , but singing
at B,C.I, Difficuit to observe in the field on account of

its skulking hablts ., Where the envirenment 1s exclusively
forestad , as at Ipake , rreference shown for nelghbourhood

of streams in cholce of territory . A,virens regularly

heard singing near the ruined bridge on the Ipake -Ifo

forest track over the Oro Rlver , and near the two streams
that eross the Rest House pvath in the Ipake Tforest .

Vv, Button (niger, Orn, Soc., I (I) : 8)

Bradornis pallldus : Pallid Flycatcher (8av. Res. C.)

July 2% rd. 1967 : palr noted on farm in Derived Savannah
near lIdogo 4 miles W, of Ilaro. Clrecular flights returning
to perch 1in 01l Palm . Quiet rasping calls .,

Stizorhina finschii : Finsch's Rasty Flycatcber (For. Res, F.)

Resgident and frequent at Ipake keeping to lower middle levels
of matured secondary growbth {20 -30 feet ), The £.0.T1.

forest does not appear dense enough fovr the specles , Has

tha hablt of "fliirting® the tail , revealing the white term-
~lnal edges of the rectrices to advantage , Circular fly -
catehing flights noted , though the bird does not usually
return to the oripginal vantage veint . Volce : (1) an incess-
~ant  "Zree'. (ii) & succession of ¥languid® sounding notes
rising in piteh , somewhal resembling the call of Cueculus
¢lamosus , the Black Cuckoo,

V. Fry (Bull Niger., Orn, Soc, I {£) @ 10~ IZ)

Megabyas flsmmulatus : Shrike Flycatcher (For. Res, *,)

Occasionally noted at Ipske 1u dense forest . One record at
£,0.1, at edge of forest ., Characteristic slde to side move-

~ment of tall.
Bles musicus : Black and White Flycatcher {For. Res. ¥.)

Status occasional at E,C.I, 3 not recorded at Ivake or any
other part of the area , Seems to prefer parkland and farm-
—land rather then & dense forest habitat , Voice : (i) an
insistent , percugsive "Pitchew " , (i1) Call (1) followed

by "Pitchee - witchee -~ witchee - pltehew " , (111) Once
noted : "Here quick ; tut-tut-tuth ,

Platyvstelra cyanea : Scarlet-Spectacled Flycatcher (Sav, Res,C )
Not recorded in the Ilarc area ; present at Abeokuta and Topo .
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Dyaphorophyis castanea : Chestnut vattle-Eve (For, Res. F.)

Frequent at Ipake ; much less so at E.C. I, Generally noted
in groups of 4/5 individuals . March 27 th, 1965, Ipake 3
nohoral® behaviour by 4 birds recorded 1n dense secondary
forest growth ., Variety of calls : rplonk, plonk , plonk 7
etcy "Wheezing " notes sounds. resembling the tooting of
a toy trumpet . Birds Inquisitive and active , with much
vibrating of wings , May 9 th, I985 : Ipake -~ two males
duetting with ®plonk" calls and a call rather like "wup -
srack? , with much Jerking up and down of heads . Another
call best described as a prolonged Tnkerbird-like succession
of tplonks® . )

Dvaphorophyla blissettd : Bllssett's Wattle - Eye (For. Res. 0.)

Frequently recorded E,.C.I, in small groups of 4-6 birds in
thick new scondary vegetation . A Tavourite locality is the
area of new bush between the Ilaro CGeneral Hospital and the
Tlaro - Abeokuta Road . Netted at £.,0.,I. Volce : a quadri -
~syllabic "Peep - peep - peep ~ peep M. timbre similar to
that of Hylia prasinae , Green Hylla . Scolding cry frequently
racorded 3 the vibration of the wings make & buzzling sound
and the bird is much given teo bill snapping . An inguisitive
species which will allow c¢lose approach

Erythrocercus meallil : Chestunut -Capped Flycatcher (For. Res, C )

Noted occasionally at E.C.T. in well matured seconadry forest
in groups of 5 - I0 individuals . Recorded on every visit to
the thicker forest around Ipake In more numerous groups - Up _
to 20 birds . 4 characteristic up-and-down flight movement ~
noticed with groups investigating trees ., ;

Trochocercus nitens : Crested Flycatcher (For., Res, 0.)

Resident and freauantily observed ai E.C.I. thowgh never at ;
Tpake. Netted and recorded in new secondary growth as well as i
in more matured vegetation, generally in vairs or threes. ;
often seen in ejaks, Bill snapping and wing vibrating noted,
as with D, bllssetti: also wing clapping. June 23rd, 1965: ;
pale displaying &t B.C.I. with quivering wings and tall feathers
spread,, Call: rather similar to that of Tchitresa semithil
faganl. Fagan's Paradise Flycatcher.

Troechocercus nlgromitratus: Black-Crowned Flycatcher (For.Res.0)

October 3lst, 1964: noted as member of bird army at Ohunbea
Forest Reserve near the pahomevan border. Also netted by Fry

1961 at Inake,
Tehitres smithii: Fagan's Paradlse Flycatcber. (For.Res. C.L.)

Very common in the aresa: all tvpes of environment excent
grassland, Netted frequently.

murdus llbonvanuss Kurrichane Thrush. {gav. Res., C).

Common resident at B.C.I. especially in parkland and staff
gardens, Seldom located in the forest elther at BE.C.I1. or

at Ipeke; not noted on the Ado-Odo grasslands,., Breeding
seems restricted to the rainy season, The following dates
noted for commencement of singing in the season af Ilaro:
April 4th, 1961; March o8th, 1962: TFebruary 8th, 1864: March
21st, 19657 TFebruarv 1l0th. 1867,
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Breedlng records at 8.C,1I: May 1Oth, 1963 nest of mud and
grass In shrub 10t off the ground: 4 eggs similar in size
and coloratlon to those of Blackhird. ' :
Breeding not successful, Julv 2nd 1963: nest bullt on hori-
zontal 1imb of tree 15% off ground, position typical of site
favourad by Mistle Thrush, Turdus viscivorus, April 7th, 1964:
noted fetching mud presumably for nest construction,

Neocosoyphus poensis: White-Tailed Ant-Thrush, (For. Res, O)

Frequent resident in well matured secondary forest at E,C.T.,
common in denser growth at Ipake, Netted by Fry at Ipake
February 8th, 1962, Two Juvenlles netted B.C.I, July lL4th,
1965 at E.C.I. had loose skin at the gape., Calls: "Weet, weet,
weetn: oconslonally fweent:; Turdine ticking noted. V. Fry
(Bull., Orn, Soc. T (2); 10-18). A bird of the forest floor
and lower levels of vaegetatlon,

Cogayphi cvanocampbors Blue~Shouldered Robin Chat (For.Res.0)

Resident and fre.uent at E.C.IL. vrefeving newer secondary
growth: Lless frequent ut Ipake In more mature forest, An
inveberuts skulker with a wievrd song; l1dentlfication of thls
bird eluded me from May 10%th., 1961, when I first noted its i
song, until March 20th, 1964, when I had the good fortune io %
sea two separate individuals in the fleld actually singing at |
Tlaro., Netted E.0.T. January lst, 1968, The speeles ls much j
given to mimicev: I have noked it imitating the calls of Cuculus |
solitarius: Solitary Cuckoo and Niprite canicapllla: Grev- *

Crowned Negro-Finch, Tiare would avpear to offer an ldeal
envirenment for the species: I bave recorded 1t only once at
ITpake and once 2t Ondo.

f

|

J

i

|
-

Cosgvoha niveleaplila: Snowy Geowned Robin-Chat (Sav.Res. C.L)

i

gceasional, Nebtted 1n thick new secondary growth Ilaro Govi, !
Resepvation Aves Arril Oth, 1964, T have not yeb noted its i
gong at Tlare though I sw familiay with it at Ibadan snd on
Tope C(sland.

stiphrorals ervinrothorux: Ferest Rebin, (For.Res. F.L)

Netted by Frv at Toake Februsyv 17th, 1862.
Apalis rufogularis: alube-Bressted Forest-Warbler (For.Res, )

Very commoy 4t Inake, but not noted at B.C.X. Call, & persis~ 7
tent wh-wnick", & solter version of the call of Camaroptera I
brevicuudats, delivered from the cunopy 1n high forest. ;
Novenbar Bili, 1965: ralr noted at Tvake bathing 1o water collec-|
ted in hollow in tres approx. $0Lt. high, |

aylvietta flaviventris: White-Bellied Crombec (For.Res, C)

Very common forests of the area ln noew as well as matured
gecondary growth, Fraguently netted and not shy., Voice: nolsy

Wren~Like song noted all the year round. March 27th, 1965 -
party of 4/5 at Ipuke callling: "Swee, swee, cherrit-cherrlith !
gte, at low pltch. !

Fremomels badlceps: Rufous-Crowned Eremomela. (For,Res. 0)

Tdentified at Ivake October 25th, 1964 with an ejak consisting
mainly of Flycatchers and Sunblrds at 60ft. approx. in the

forest canovy, i
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Volce: two short notes (sometimes two vairs, latler at slightly
1ower pitch than former) followed bv a descending note. Heard
at E.C.I. mainlv in the rainy season, Favours & forest and
parkland envirvonment. Status resident and frequent.

camaroptera chloronota: Green-Backed Camaroptera {Fox.Res. 0)

Frequent in the forests of the area and often netted in secon~
dary of varying degrees of maturity, A4n Inveterate skulkex.,
Betweon September 1862 and July 1964 I netted the following:
C, chloronota 8; C.brevicaudata: Grev-Backed Camaroptera 1ll;
C.ouperclliaris: Yellow-Browed Camaroptera €, These figures
sy be deceptive as C,chloronota prefers lower laevels of bush
and seems thus more "metiable" then C,brevicavdats, which 1s
getive in & more open environment and at varying nelghts.
Vvolce: varlety of notas recorded; {1) o soft mewlng or whining
bleats; (2) an insect-like stridulation "zad ~ zad ~ zad" etc.,
followed by a gradually descending serles of vealing notes
(similar to call of Chaunonotus sabind: Sabine 's Puff-Backed
Shrike, though less penstrating in tone), It may be prolonged
for two or three minutes in duration, Way Gth, 1867: Display
observaed: asong as abova, with vibrating wings and snapplng
tail moving from branch to branch at St 6% level in forest
with euriouns whutterfly? flight,

Camaroptera brevicaudsta: Grev-Backed Camarovtera (wdsp,Res, A)

Vory common resident vrefering a varietv of envivonments: farm,
parkland, gardens, new and fairlv well matured secondary growth,
Frequently obsevrved in thick forest with bird armies,. Various
notes recorded: (1) commonest call, a loud "Twlel, Lwlek" ghe,
(2) various "bleating® calls. {(3) Once heard making & curloys
clié¢king nolse, (4) "Wee - trry wee-trr" ete., Y, note on
C,chlorongta for comparative netting records of Camargptera
spaclies at Ilaro.

cemaropters superciliaris: Yellow-Browed Comaropteca (For,Res, 0)

Common resident 1n new gsecondary bush around Ilarc: nob e nad
so frequentlv in forast at Ipake, Very distinctive call: &
harsh "bleatf:s "Kiap ~ kiar - klaed® gasily audible over & dis-
tance of £00 yards. Frequentlv netted, V. note on {,chloronois,

cisticola lateralis: Whistling Gruass warioler: {gav,Res, C.L).

Common on Derlved Savannah patehes around Lluaro asveclally
towards Dehomey border. Netted twice in long grass on worked-
out farmland at E,C.I. by delivered from tree or shrub at

helght of 20-40ft. Loud vinging auality: neheg-witehew-wltchew"y

sometimes preceded by "Iewk, tewk, tewk",

Cisticola anonvma: Chattering Grass Warbler: (For Au.Res, FoL)

Noted one locallty only - 8xpanse of marshy ground around Yews
River &t Ebute Igboro 5 miles W. of llaro, several (3/4) birds
singing in bushes slightly above revel of surrounding vegeta-
tion: MChit - chit - chit: churert etc., Rufous golouration

of hind neck noted psveclally,

cisticola ervthrops: Red-Faced Grass Warbler (sav. Res. C)

Not vet recorded within urea of study -~ i.e, within 25 mlles
radius of Ilaro - though I should not he surprised to encounter
it in long grass between Abeoluta and Imasal 17 miles N, of

Tlaro. Very common atb Inadan,
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I0.
cisticola brachyptera: Shortwinged Grass Warbler(sav,Res. C)

Frequent in Derived Savannah around Ilaro; common on Ado-0do
gragslands and Dahomev border bush roads. Perches conspl-
cuously in trees and telegravh wires where 1t delivers its
song: I1ncessant blsyllabie wheezing eall. August 5th, 1967
with €. Wood-Robinson I observed a bird of this species indul-
ging in violent aerial evolutionsy after sevaral minutes
bobbing flight it dived suddenly into the grass from & helght
of looft, approx.

Melocichls mentalls: Moustacltied Serub Warbler (Sav.Res. C)

Resident und frequent on grassy patches of Derived Savamnsah
around Ilaro: EiC.I., the Idogo Road, the Ado grasslands and
Tshags near Abeokuta, Netted E.C.T. August 2&th, 1963, Juve~
nile with pale loose skin at gape recorded Idoge Road 4 miles
W. of Ilaro August 8th, 1967, Songs loud musical phrases
nTweat, tweet, tweet; tweel-tweet, toodle-ocol,

Prinia_superciliosa: West Africa Prinla, (sav, Res, C)

Fairly common around Ylaro on grasslend and farm clearlngs,
Nest bullding observed with C, Wood-Roblnson August 5th. 1967
at mile 4 on Xdogo Road, Thin strips of green feathery grass
1aid 1n cup~shaped hollow of growing leaves in low shrub 1fv.
off the ground and threaded through holes In leaves made by
insects. Abandoned before completion, October 2nd. 1967
nest noted in process of construction - strins of green Brass
bullt within leaves of water plants 18" above surface of River
Yews pool at Fbute Igboro. Inaccessible,

Hirundy aethippies: Bthipzan Swallow (sav, Res, A.L).

Yery common in towns and villages in the area, even in fores-
ted parts, Present on Collegs compound frequenting school
bulldings during vecations, but no evidence of breeding.

Hirundo leucosomg: Plad Winged fwallow. (sav, Bes, F).

Occasional, Flock of 20/%0 perching on and wheeling over road
near Alyvetoro, August 20th, 1963, environment of Derlved BSava-
nnah,

Hirundoe semirufa: Cordonts Rufous Chested Swallow (Suv.Res.C,L).:

Resldent and frequent throughout the area, fuvouring nroximity
of human settlement and breeding regularly in staff quarters
at B.C.T. It mukes an ovael nast of laterite or earth pellets
obtained from muddy puddles in the rains, which 1s lnvari~
ably pitched beneuth the flat surface of & garage or perch
celling with an entrance Mspout! projecting outwards horl-
zontally or slightly downwards; noted occaslonally buildilng
under bridges. Breeding records at B,C.1. and Ylarc: June
2rd, (approx.) 19635: nest bulldlng commenced corner of garage.
(unsuccessful), April 1&th, 1964: noted collecting mud at puddle.
April 18th, 1965: bullding on Ilaro Governmeny Reservation,
May 7th. 196B: bullding in my present quarters at E,C.I. nest
destroyed by E.C.N, employeel March 27th, 1966 bullding

same place ~ nest not completed, May 19th, 1967: bullding
same spot, nest 1ined with a few feathers, Three young SUC G
essfully vulsed; Flying July 24tn, (valer rufous parts and
shorter tall), Avngust 15th, 1967: adults noted carrying
feathers to szame nest; successiul sacond brood.
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gong: & short phrase of rather mmetallla? sounds forming
the background to several musical notes. Short snatches
heard from family resting 1in nest 2t night for 6 weeks after
the young fully fledged. Also & Starling~like whistle
tphewt (C.¥, Hirundo senagalensils) .

(zirunde senegalensis: Mosque Swallow (sav. Res, F.L.).

common &l Tbudan but not recorded farther South and West,

Flrundo abyssiniea: Strived awallow (Sev, Res. C)

Noted 10 miles 8. of Ibadan on Abeokutu road. I have not
recordad the species at Abeokuta, though I shiould not be
surprised to encounter 1t there),

Author's Note :  “The status desighations which follow the
nplish nawves of specles treuted in the article are taken
from Elgood's Check List of tbhe Blrds of Nigeria (19€4)
snd of course rafer to Nlgeria as & wbole , and not the
Tlaro ares . f.r. Striped Swallow (Sav, Res. C.)
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