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14,
NOTES

Oeeurrence of African Little Tern away from Water

On 20 th July IRE7 whilst motoring along the Iseyin-Kishi
road an Africen Little Tern Sterna albifrons was disturbed
from a wayslde tree , It flew round briefly and reallghted
in the tree ., On an appreach belng wade the tern flew off
in an easterly direction towards the upnper reaches of the
Ogun Rilver , aboul ten miles away . AV thal date there was
vaery 11lttle water In that part of the river ,
T Walsh

Unusual Eva Golour in Sonegal Coucal

On &4 th November 1965 T was watching the hehavicur of a
palr of Senegal Coucel Centropns sencialensis from a parked
landrover , Both birds came wllhin a few feet of the car .
one bird was seen to have bright yvellow eyes , its mate
having the normal red eve colour of the species . I have
borne this odd varlation in mind since that time but have
noevar sncountered another case .

F.Walsh

Inland Records of the Mouse-brown Sunbird

The Mouse-brown Sunbird Anthreptes gshonies is generully
consldered to be a coastal speclies , Damermen , T900 , doo2g,
however , Give one record from the dnterlor of Slevra Leona |,
and Elgood in his checklist I8€4 (Pull, Niger. Ovn, Soe,

I (T):I5-85) gqueries its ceastal disteibutlion .

On the TE th December TOOH 1 obeearved Lhls ol

8 small wend&a 1gland Ln the Mver dlger ab Bajlibe Raul
go54 1 4YEe 18, over P10 miles dnland ., Thls bird , Like the
others seen, wus scavchlong the o lasa of alﬁraﬁ mvﬁrhanﬁing
the water , bthe beight of the seerch generelly Laeldng within
three or four feeth of the water . Iis novements wivre Very
quick and acrobatic ., The zpecles was subseguenlly s2en ia
a puich of Swamp Forest on the Malngrarsa iver , a ma or )
perennial tributury of the Kentwepors fdver , 99 D41 a6 451,
in March 1967, D.Wells also saw 10 in this ares in Buy 1067

vers, comm.). He further recorvded 1t from ohe LOria ares

brmh&bly Shapunt) 1o February ard June . 7 e 5inga HEan
4t on the Oshun Biver bv the Asejlre wriidee Best of Ibudun,
1n July . These records strongly suggest that thls stecles
15 much more widely distributed than hitherto rerortes , and
that 1t is yrobably resldent on other parennlial rivers well
into the Northern Culned Suvannah Zone . -

Tts appesrance of neatness 1s very striking anc the
characteristic white stripes that almost encircle the eye ,
together with its large , black , only slightly decurved
bill make it readlly identiflsble . I have not nysell observed
the white wing and tail markings mentioned by Hannsrmun,

Tt should be well worthwhlle keeplng an eve open for
this interesting little bird on any major riverine system,

F. Walsh



