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Anas punetata at Zaria:

™o Hottentot Tenls: Anss punctatsa were seen by me at the
N.T.C. dam, Samaru, Zarla, on £9th January, 19687, and con~
stitule the first record for the area, The only other wlld-
fowl on the lake was & flock of 25 Carganey A, guergueduls,
but the two specles were well separated,

C.H.Fry

Subspeclfic ldentity of the Zaria Corvthornis leuceogsster

ENRY S ik

The White-~bellied Kinglisher Corvtheornis leucopgaster capiured
at Zaria on let Mavy 19687 was stated to correspond with the
lower Gulnea roce C.l, batesi (Fryv, Bull, Nig. Orn, Soc. 4
13-14: 38), This Conclusion was based on deseriptions of the
races glven in Bannerman (19541 T have now examined the
material of C, leucopaster avallable at the Britlish Museum
(Natural HisTory) and Find that Papnerments descrintion is
& Little misleading., The Lfollowlng muterial was examined:
Cad, dovcopasier (Fernando Po : 1 only); €.l. bowdleri

(% 1mm, Slerra Leone 4,12,84, 1 adult Fantd 1870, 1 adult
Ashanti no dute, and 1 sadult Pantd no dete)s and C,1l.batesd
(1% adults feom various fLower Guines! locallties), The
nominate rece can be dismlssed Immediatelv: 1t resembles
Cady batasl more closely than 1t dees C,1, bowdlerl, but
differs frem dbatesl in belng substantially larger, especla-
1ly in the dimensions ol the beask, The other two rauces are
not defined by constant characters, but are wore in the
nature of ovposite ends of & cllne, (.1, bowdlerl differs
from C,1, bates! in having a narrower band of vollet-blue
featbers fromw the base of the culmen Lo the crown, and in
having the orunge feathers below the gure either free of
dark tirs, or with minute dark tivs in one or two only of
the smallest feathers. In (.1, bowdlerl there ls thus a
larger wres of ovrange on the face, and the width of the
bluwe forchead band 1s about 2-3 mm, while in batesi, and
leucopaster, the forebead bund iz about 3-8 mp wide and
the orange sides of the forehead tend to be reduced to a
circular vaten in front of the eve., C,), batesl has more
feathers below the zape tipped blacsk., Thls lasv character
15 varlsble howaver, and one of the fifteen specimens
examined (B.¥. Reg. 81,5,1.86407 Gaboor) has no dark tips
at all.,

The Zarla specimen agrees moslt closely - on dirsct
comparison - with C,1, bowdleri, although there are 4 or 5
minutely dark-tipred faathers below the pape. An adult
spacimen from Sapele, Wwarrl, 23ed January 1953, is in mv
view & typleal C,l. batesi, so that the Zaria example is
likely to have originated west (on the upper Guinea side)
of Warrl Province., However i1 would be wnwise to be dogma-
tic about the origin of a bird found In such vnusual clr-
cumstunces.,

The difference of head-patiern between the two maln-
land races is shown in the accompanying figure,

C. H. Fry,



