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EDITORIAL NOTICES

LOSS OF RUCORDS Ti THE AHMADU BELLO UNIVERSITY FIRE.  As Members hav

already been notified, the entire records of the Society ~ books and

gooounts, cash float, correspondence, stationery, back covies of the
BULLETIN etc,, etc. ~ were destroyed in a fire which gutted the offices and
staff rooms of the Department of Zoology in March 1967. The thirteenth
issue of the BUILETIN, the first number of Vol. L, was destroyed "in press",

but is reproduced as & Joint issus with Vol, 4 No. 14 herewith.

In fact, the disaster was not quite as bad as it sounds. The Socichy’s
property was not insured, and it is not at all certain whether a claim to
the University's ilasurers for an ex gratis payment against the loss of some
£50 of Pield Cards and BULLETIN covers will be met. However the plate for
the cover had been kept by the nrinters in Kadvna, sc that the new cover
which firast eppeered on Vol, 3 No, 12 has been reprinted and will continue
to be used, A small stock of Field Cards has been acquired (about 250),
from which further orders cen be printed by photolithography. Very un-
fortunately the Society's collection of some 320 filled-in ocards was los%s,
and members are sarnestly asked Lo complete end send to the Society
duplicates of ecntered cards they possess. Cards can be obteined at the

usual rate ¢ 17/6d., per 100 or pro rats while stooks last,

The letter circnlirvised o Members immediately after the fire was muant
only for infowraatica, but the majority of Members have very kindly responded
with donations, bacik runs of the journal, and offers of help, A1 are mosl
" sincerely thonked for their kindnesses,

MID-WINTER CIMMEUL G WinDwlih, A1l articles and short notes which would
have appeared in the criginal BULLETIN .No. 13 appear here, except that the

Editor has not yet been able o recoup all the information pertaining to the

January wildfowl count, which he had written as an 8-~page report for the
BULLETIN, Tortunately & copy of all the census data had been sent to the
Tnternational Wildfowl Research Bureau, from whom it will eventually be
reoovered and presented in this journal, Suffice it to say here that a goecd
deal of interesting information on the distribution and abundance of wildfowl
was obtained by ebout a dozen cbservers in Jamuary. 1% will certainly be
very well worth while repeating the exercise in Januvary 1968, but it will
give yeot more worth-while resulbs if more ground is covered., So plan your

Christmas vacation now to include some wetland touring !

LAKE CHAD ORNITHOLOGIGAL BECPI‘DITION 1967. The e:z{padition to Lake Ched to

investigate the ocology of Palaearctic migrants to West Africa in tho dry

season, sponsored by the British Ornithologists! Union, is reported hera &t
considerable length (pp. 3_12). This report appears simultaneou='y i .7
July 1967 issve of Ibia, where there is also an Appendix of the 230 spunics
recorded by the exmediiion. DBy all ocriteria the expedition must be

accounted a groxt munoars, and 1t ds greatly to be hoped that 1% leaves
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its‘mark not only with the publication of 1us rosults but in the
ostablishment of permanent ornithological interest in the Chad/Bornu

area.

CHANGE IN ADMINISTRATION., By the time this BULLETIN is put into the

post, I shall have lof't Zarie and Nigaria in order to take up on ornith-

ological post in the University of Abordecn. Tho dooision to movo back to
Britain was made at the last minute, end unfortunetely it hes nolt beon
poasible at the time of writing (2.vii.196?) to Pinaline arrangoments for
the continued running of tho Socciety; for much as I hove onjoyed the poats
of editor and secretary to the Scoicty since its incoption in 196%, it
sooms to me ‘bo be unrealistic to attompt to manago the Socioty and publish
the BULLETIN from Britain, end reluctantly I must relinquish thoso poato,

Nogotiations are in hand for Mr R,I,Shorlend and enothor mumbnﬁ*ﬁo sharo
the burden of administoring the Society, and for the clorioal work of
duplicating and despatching the BULLETIN to bo oontinuod in tho Depertmont of
Zoology, Ahmadu Bello University, which has boon cloaely apgoolated with tho
Sooloty throughout.

If - but this is not antiocipated -, if no arrangements for tho continued
management of the Society are made successfully, membors will be ciroularised
with various proposals for tho Society's futuro, In the meantime filos,
stationery and accounts are deposited at the Department of Zoology, A.B.U.

My forwarding address in Britain is ; 3., Scacroft lisplenade, Skogness,
Linos,

May I say how honoured I feel to have been asked in the first instanco to
adit the BULLETIN of the Nigerian Ornithologists' Socioty, and what o ploasure
it has been that members have kept in constant touch with me on ornithological
matters in my ocapacity as Seoretery., I hopo that tho Society grows from

strength to strength, and wish it every success in the futurc, C.H.Try

**STOP-PRESS  Mr J.A.Button has very kindly agreed to manage the BULLETIN in
conjunction with Ir R,E.Sharland,

*(See opposite) This report is superceded by tho report appearing in Ibis
for July which is slightly longer and incorporates o Cow minor oorroctions,
A copy of the c9rr@cted report has been received by tho Rditor, bul rogrott-
ably there was insufficient time for him to incorporats the amondmontu&in
the BULLELIN hefore proceding on torminal leave. |

The Council of the British Ornithologists' Union is tl g "
to publish the expedition's report heref n Ao thunkod for pornission



