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- Pstrilda melpoda:; Orange-Cheek Waxbill (Sav. Res, G).

0dd sightings of small parties of 3/5 in D. Savannsh
parts of the -locallty, Observed in flocks of 30/40
birds with Spermestes cucullatus: Bronze Mannikin in
swampy environment at Ebute-Igboro on. the Yewa River:
in flocks of 10013 also with 8. :cucuiletus in the reeds
at mwekoro Quarry. . These observations were made on -

 visits to both places between lovember and Mavch . (i,e.

the dry seasdn). (Omlssion:from ‘The Birds of Ilaro
II B Resident Pauserines)

Authorf= Note~ )

’The statU° designutlons which follom the Englio

names of gpecies treated in the article are tuken-from
Elgood's Check List of the Birds of Nigerla (1964) &nd
of course refer to Nigeria 45 a whols, <nd not the Ilaro:
area, .

ReferenCéé:‘ Elgood 3.1, (lqb4) A Chisck Tist. of | the

Birds-offNignria (Bull Niger., Orn, Soc, 1 (l) 13- 25).'J

Button J.A. (1964) Palagarctic Migrants
at Ilarto’ (Bull Niger. orn. Soe. 3 (1): 1-=72),

Bannermdn Dih. (1952) The Birds of West :
and iropical africa (2 Volumes). '

_'ﬁbtes on BeéaeaterSAin the“Bbfgu Aregﬂ
| by Frdnk Walsh, |

Considevabla attontion has heen focussed on the
Bee-eaters of Wigeria, thanks to. the efforts of . our
former Editor., As the Borgu ares hag yielded records of
seven specles 1t seems northwhile to givp a fairly detailed '
account of the situation there, .

Table I gives the Seasonal Ocaurrence in Borgu and
1s followed by amplifying notes with remarks on, breedlng
and ecology whére these seem halpful \ .

TABLE T . Species presont in Borgu Sedsonal 00currence.

Species i‘f': | | Pirst Date | Last Date -5emarks.
Merops superciliosus L. iv, 67t‘29::vii. 67--“*”
Merops malimbicus | -9, wviii. 67{ 21. ix., 67|only two .
A - - “iracords.
Merops nublcus 20, 1x. . 67! 20, vi., 67|Regular
| o - g : M .+ |visitor,
ferops albicollis  [-24.- x. 67| 4. v, 67|Regular
B A : passage,
Melittophagus pusilius | Resident - Some local movement,
Melittophagus bullocki ! Resident - Disperses in rains,
Dicrocercus hirundineus! Resident - Much local movement,




Blue-~cheeked Bee-suber. Morops supsrciliosus,

A small breeding colony of this specles was detected in
1966-walsh (1966), fThis colony was revisited in 1967
and was found to have increased greatly to ninety holes,
Five miles to the south a five hole colony was discovered
in another Niger sand-bank, On the 16th May a fresh egeg
was collected from tho enbrance to one of the holes at
the main colony. It was a rather translucent white
colour and fairly round, measuring 23,5 x 19 mm.,
Mackworth-Praed & Grant (1957) give wbout 28 x 2% mm

for the eggs of the nominate race from lMadagascar.
Unfortunately the colony could not be visited again in
1967. On 22th July & puelr of blrds was segen on a sand-—
bank at.Bussa - theé .only other sightings away from the
colony being on 8th april, 1966 at ghagymu 10° ZO0'N and
on 10th april, 1966 at Minni where D, Tells Saw this :
species on migration (pers. comm, )

Rosy Bee-water. Merops malimbicus, . .

There are two records of this spscies in Borgu: 20-21st
September, 1966 ca, 24 birds were seen wheeling over open |
S " bush in the Central Borgu Reserve
109N, - 4% 201E,

. 9th August, 1967 3 birds fceding oveT open bush
at New Bussa, These sightings appear to be exeeptiondlly
'fdr north for the specles. _

Carminm Bee edter Yerops nublcus. ' ' A
This 18 &a-'‘common dry-season visitor to Borgu, There is
no doubt that the birds are absent from the dred during
the deason. Pirst dTTiValS at Kainji arve in early October.

First srrivals Kainjl

1965 - 7. .
1966 - B, x.
1967 - 3. =z

but ‘nine: were s«en oh Foge Island Jjust north of Bussa-bn
20th Ssptember, 1967. - - ' .

By 19th October, 1967 at Kainji they had begun to .
excuvate thelr colonles, These colonies are situated in
fairly tall, vertical, sandy river -banks. One colony at
" the tiwe of writing is located not morsz then thirty yards

from a small colony of- Red- throated Bep~mdters Melittophagus

bullocki

The birds appeur to disp&rso w1dely &ach day for
feeding but return such night to the colony to roost, Fach
evening many pass over New Bussa headlng towards the Niger
“colonles five mlles away, .

ihite-throated Beo-eater. Asrops albicollis:

This speciles ig a notable paSSage migrunt but alse
appears to be a dry season visitor in swall numbers,. at
" least in the southern part of the area, This s«ems to
be the farthest north it has been recorded in the dry
season outside the well marked passage timas.
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.Dates of passage 4re as follows:—

R4th and 30th October 1965 1 - 3rd May, 1966
- 25th and 29th October, 1966 26th April and 4th May-igsv,f
 24th October - Bth November, 1967, -

slso four on 17th Né&émber.

. Apart from these pussage dutes, the following
records. relate to Jwintering individuals!?, ‘

. At shaffini (Gwamp Forest) 99 541N, 4° 45'E, a pair
of birds were ssen on 23rg December, 1966 and 7th January
1967, on 10th January <& . single bLird wus seen during a
brief visit. This site was next visited in late Februury,
no birds were seen, Four birds were also seen.at this
site on 24th December, 1967, ‘ - _

: On-the' 18th December, 1966 during a cenoe trip down
theegiﬁeg %n Fhe Bajibo area (approximately 90 221y, -
90 271N, ) Ball & domen scattered pairs were seen perched
in the tops of riverine trees, and feeding, at the - . .
southern most part of the Journey & flotk of about twenty -
birds wus. seen. Qeveral birds were still ;resent in the
ared during a vislit on the 8th Februury,

A more remarkable record concérns a single bird on
a large island in the Niger at 16° 321N, 40 371E;, on the -
28th February, 1967, This bird was perched in an isolated
clump of tall grass, the islind being low and sandy, and
having: had all 1ts woody vegetution cleared in connection
with the reservoir works, On 28th December, 1967 at
least eight birds (possibly twelve) were feeding over a
patch of Fadama and Mlmosapigrs scrub on Foge Island
opposlte Shagunu, : ' SRR

Blrds were stlll present on Foge Island on 8th
February, 1968 when at least twelve birds were feeding
over the fadama at which they were first notilced on 28th
December, 1967, '

At least one, possibly two pafties of about ten
birds were feeding at shaffini on 1lth February in the

- same area as’the four birds seen on 24th December, 1967,

These records present a northward extension of the
dry season distribution of this species. ' |

Least” Bee~eater, Melittophagus pusillus. . .

This specles is rerely seen 1n parties of more than

four individuals. They avre much attracted to low river
banks with Mimosa pigra thickets, but they are much less
numerous than would be expected from the prevalence of
this habitat, Nesting has not been proved but.is
suspected to take place in March = -4pril and to lnvolve
solltary palrs, not colenies, ' S R

Red-throated Bee-eater. Melittophagus bullocki. L
This 1s the most widely distributed species. Coloniles: .
may be located in the banks of quite small streams, as =
well as roadside drailns, horrow-plits and river banks,
Excav~tion takes place in October but young are not being
fed until March - April.




wallow-talled Bee-eater, Dicrocercus hir

This rather elusive speciss is by no meangnﬂiggggén in
the Borgu area, being found over a wide area of woodland
and ex-agricultural land, 1t does not appear to be
attracted to the wlcinity of water, It has been recorded
throughout the year, although subject to considersble
local movement, It is usuully seen singly or-in pairs
but partles of up to six birds are sometimes seen, It
almpst.certainly breeds in the areua but so far there is
~no.dlrect evidence for this, Immature birds have been
seen in July, August and September,

It feeds wainly from a fairly high perch, often -
the top of a dead tresg 1s utilised. Thepprey’catching
flight 18 similar to that of the Red-throated Beswsater
and not at all tswallow-like! as has been suggested by
some writers. .
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NOTES ON SOME PALEARCTIC MIGRANTS IN CHANA,

I:.D Moorhoﬁse,

The following notes are teken from observations: made -
in the Kumasi areu of .Ghane betweer: Gctober 1966 and the
end: of March 19687. Almost all watching. was done 1n the
company of F.R. Alllson, to whom I am indebted for help
in the fleld. ' B : _

: Kumasi. is some 100 miles from the West African coast,
and is.largely surroinded by semi-deciduous forest, with -
some clearings and areas of dense swampland. The dry
seasons roughly coincide with the time when Palearctic

migrants are in the. country, and consequently agricultural

. clearings are then mainly parched and unattracilve to
- many birds, ineluding waders. - - : S

. Most of: the notes were made at a sewerage farm on
the outskirts of the city, and all the records refer to,
this place unless otherwlse specified. - The farm conslsted
of three large settling ponds with earthfill eldes of °
laterite, which were devold of. vegetation, providing a
most unususl habltat for the region, as well as giving
the watcher extremely good views of the birds present.
Becuuse of its lack of vegetation the farm afforded the
most attractive spot in the region for waders, and no
species was seen in the dlstrict which was not recorded

at the farm,






