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wallow-talled Bee-eater, Dicrocercus hir

This rather elusive speciss is by no meangnﬂiggggén in
the Borgu area, being found over a wide area of woodland
and ex-agricultural land, 1t does not appear to be
attracted to the wlcinity of water, It has been recorded
throughout the year, although subject to considersble
local movement, It is usuully seen singly or-in pairs
but partles of up to six birds are sometimes seen, It
almpst.certainly breeds in the areua but so far there is
~no.dlrect evidence for this, Immature birds have been
seen in July, August and September,

It feeds wainly from a fairly high perch, often -
the top of a dead tresg 1s utilised. Thepprey’catching
flight 18 similar to that of the Red-throated Beswsater
and not at all tswallow-like! as has been suggested by
some writers. .
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NOTES ON SOME PALEARCTIC MIGRANTS IN CHANA,

I:.D Moorhoﬁse,

The following notes are teken from observations: made -
in the Kumasi areu of .Ghane betweer: Gctober 1966 and the
end: of March 19687. Almost all watching. was done 1n the
company of F.R. Alllson, to whom I am indebted for help
in the fleld. ' B : _

: Kumasi. is some 100 miles from the West African coast,
and is.largely surroinded by semi-deciduous forest, with -
some clearings and areas of dense swampland. The dry
seasons roughly coincide with the time when Palearctic

migrants are in the. country, and consequently agricultural

. clearings are then mainly parched and unattracilve to
- many birds, ineluding waders. - - : S

. Most of: the notes were made at a sewerage farm on
the outskirts of the city, and all the records refer to,
this place unless otherwlse specified. - The farm conslsted
of three large settling ponds with earthfill eldes of °
laterite, which were devold of. vegetation, providing a
most unususl habltat for the region, as well as giving
the watcher extremely good views of the birds present.
Becuuse of its lack of vegetation the farm afforded the
most attractive spot in the region for waders, and no
species was seen in the dlstrict which was not recorded

at the farm,




Although observations were unfortunately taken only

until the end of March,. it is not thought that much spring.

movement was missed, It 15 6 interest to note ‘Thow much
the dutumn migration dominates- the vecords.

The nomenclature and order used in Bannerman, 1955

Birds of West Africa, 1s adhered to 1in the following.
. NYRGCA NYROCA.White—eyed Pochard, A male was present

from December 7 to 11, Although a regular visitor to
much of West AfTiCd, this is poasibly the first record
for Ghana , : . , .

SQUATAROLA SQUATAROLA Grey Plover. One on November 6,

- fs-Bannerman is not of the opinien thet this species comes

1nldnd,: the bird was probably acéldental,

CHARADRIUS HIATICULA. Ringed Plover. "4 party. of about six
birds was seen in late October for-about.two.yeeks, and™ -
again in early December. This specles was occasionally
seen In clearings in the are during thls perlod.

CEARADRIUS DUBIUS Lesser Ringed Plover. Up to ten for
10 days in early December, and two in mid-Januvary. This
species appéared to wander more thun most of the other
waders, and 1t was seen in several locallties, but only
for a day or two dt time,

" GAPELLA GALLINAGO Common &nipe. One in:Novembet on a.

siall marsh adjacent to the sewerage furm. As Bannerman
states that the main hody of migrants does not arrive until
December, this bird.was:probably on passage,  The specles

. does not seem to be as common in the Kumasi area as
‘ JBannerman inbimates it is- over much of West Africa,

CAPELLA MEDIA Gredt Snipe° One on 20th November,

EROLIA TESTACEA Curlewneandpiper. Up to four birds in
early October, with a single bird staying until November.
No return passsage was noted, Thls compares with records
between March and April, .and august and Septemher‘for '

rNigeria Elgood et a 1966 This 108:; 84 ~ 116

EROLTA MINUTA Little Stint. At least one present from -
late November to mid December,

" BROLTA TEMMINCKTI Temminck's Stint. & maximum Of four
‘birds In early Octobnr w1th a single bird staying into

November. n

CROCETHIA ALBA Sanderling - One or two for about 10 ddyg
in sarly November. :Elgood does not mentlon this ppecies
as belng seen inland in Nigeria. ' -

PHILOMACHUS PUGNAX Ruff., TWO in Late October.

ACTITIS HYPOLEUCUS Comuon Sandplper. By far the most

common wadér, being regular in many localities. At the
sewerage farm, at least 20 were present throughout the
time of ohservation. A maximum of 804 were seen on one

-date at the end of Junuary. Birds were not infredquently

seen rocsting in the branches of a dead tree, probably a

‘regular hakit,



TRINGA OCHROPUS Green. Sandpiper.  Faivly common und seen
in several sultable lOCdlitlBS.A Thelr preference for

- overgrown streams maae them unusual visitors to the

sewerage farm,

_ TRINGA GLAREOLA , Wood 5dndpiper. The most cbmmon wader
after Actitils hypoleucos, wlith 10 to 15 present throughout
the observation perlod, Maximum numbers of 50+ in late
November and 60 at the end of JunUary. :

TRINGA ERYTHROPU% Dusky Redshank, Three Birds préesent
from October 19 to December 18,. This is aprarently the

. first record of the species in Ghana Bannerman regards

~ 1t as being accidental in West Africa, theugh Elgood finds
it a regular visitor in small numbers, mainly to the e
orthern lakes in Nigevia,

.jGLOTTIS NEBULARIUS Greenshank Between three uﬁd six .
-blrds present from Octcber 29 to February 19. In 1ate y
_January and early February lrregularity of numbers '
- guggested a small pasgage movement. In December a very
“dark bird with black legs but green feet was seeny this
seemed unllkely to have béen caused by staining. o

GLOTTIS STAGNATILIS Mirsh Sandpiper. One or two present
for a few days in early November ' S :

PHALAROPUS FULICARIUS Grey Phalarope. One wag seen on
April 3 on a reservoir at Obueasi . goldmine, some 30 miles
south of Kumasi, The bird was very tume, allowlng appredch
to within four or five yards, It was till in winter
plumage, & bird.was seen to alight on one of the stilling
ponds at the dewerage farm for a few minuteg. on the evening
of Novefmber 20. Bannerwan knows of no inland records for
this. species, snd [Elgood does not mention it from Nigeria,
As far as 1s known, there were no unusuial storms preceding
elther of these records, and it 1s perhaps concelvable that
there is-a small but regular inland paSSdge.

A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE COMMON BIRD FAUNAS OF A
SMALL_AREA OF N, NIGERTA AND A SIMILAR STZED ARIA
IN N.UGANDA.

D. P. Ebbutt,

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION. I have attempted in this vaeport
to compare the comwon Ethlopian birds in two
reglons south of the Sahara. I reallse that
such a report suffers from many defects, I am
not & trained ecologt %, two more similar
regions could be found in the countries
concerned, the zones I huave chosen may not be

- valld ones from an eccloglwealpoint of view.
However, I hope to show some Interesting

- comparisons and a few ancmalies between the
common birds of the two areas,





