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TRINGA OCHROPUS Green. Sandpiper.  Faivly common und seen
in several sultable lOCdlitlBS.A Thelr preference for

- overgrown streams maae them unusual visitors to the

sewerage farm,

_ TRINGA GLAREOLA , Wood 5dndpiper. The most cbmmon wader
after Actitils hypoleucos, wlith 10 to 15 present throughout
the observation perlod, Maximum numbers of 50+ in late
November and 60 at the end of JunUary. :

TRINGA ERYTHROPU% Dusky Redshank, Three Birds préesent
from October 19 to December 18,. This is aprarently the

. first record of the species in Ghana Bannerman regards

~ 1t as being accidental in West Africa, theugh Elgood finds
it a regular visitor in small numbers, mainly to the e
orthern lakes in Nigevia,

.jGLOTTIS NEBULARIUS Greenshank Between three uﬁd six .
-blrds present from Octcber 29 to February 19. In 1ate y
_January and early February lrregularity of numbers '
- guggested a small pasgage movement. In December a very
“dark bird with black legs but green feet was seeny this
seemed unllkely to have béen caused by staining. o

GLOTTIS STAGNATILIS Mirsh Sandpiper. One or two present
for a few days in early November ' S :

PHALAROPUS FULICARIUS Grey Phalarope. One wag seen on
April 3 on a reservoir at Obueasi . goldmine, some 30 miles
south of Kumasi, The bird was very tume, allowlng appredch
to within four or five yards, It was till in winter
plumage, & bird.was seen to alight on one of the stilling
ponds at the dewerage farm for a few minuteg. on the evening
of Novefmber 20. Bannerwan knows of no inland records for
this. species, snd [Elgood does not mention it from Nigeria,
As far as 1s known, there were no unusuial storms preceding
elther of these records, and it 1s perhaps concelvable that
there is-a small but regular inland paSSdge.

A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE COMMON BIRD FAUNAS OF A
SMALL_AREA OF N, NIGERTA AND A SIMILAR STZED ARIA
IN N.UGANDA.

D. P. Ebbutt,

SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION. I have attempted in this vaeport
to compare the comwon Ethlopian birds in two
reglons south of the Sahara. I reallse that
such a report suffers from many defects, I am
not & trained ecologt %, two more similar
regions could be found in the countries
concerned, the zones I huave chosen may not be

- valld ones from an eccloglwealpoint of view.
However, I hope to show some Interesting

- comparisons and a few ancmalies between the
common birds of the two areas,
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The areas compared occur within a four-mile radius

of Vom volcanoe (N, Nigeria) and & similar vadius -of -

giy Samuel Baker School, Gulu (N,Wlgeria). Vhéreas I

was statloned near Vom for some forty months- I have dnly
been 1ln Ugunda some five months, consequently I have relied
heavily on the (unpublished) vecords of Mr. J, Lindley who
has'been in the area for four years, '

" T define 'common birds! as those which can’ normally
be seen at least once in the course of a day within the
relevant zZone,

: Because birds are oUCh mobile organismp they cannot
be expected to keep rigldly to zZonations within such small
dreas, so that a zone where a specles feeds predominantly

:‘or breeds is considered the typical one rathoer than a zone

where it may alight fleetingly.

Where a specles appears to he not represanted in Vom
put present in Gulu, & blank appears in the Vom column or
vice-versa,. except where I consider two related specles
oceupy the sume niche, or are closely related, then they
appear opposite each other (this is a. largely subjective
process). ' ‘ :

. gome species are ubigultous e.g. bulbuls and thus
must appear in several zones,

. It may be relevant to note that the distanoe sepdrating
the two areas 1s approximately 1,850 miles: (or for example

~ between London and the Black Sea, or New Orleans and Los
"Angeles) . .

: English numes cause problems as these Vdry w1th
feaoh standard regional text, mine tend to follow Bannerman,
howevor some from Praed & Grant are used arbitrarily.]

There are no zones in the Uganda Region to compare

'with “the open water around Vom, or with the granite outerops,

these zones are therefore omitted.

SECTION 2: The Areas.

Vom, Jos Platesun N. Niﬁemi&; gir gamuel Baker School,Gulu

EL_lEEﬂEB%-
LAT,. 09O BN, - | . 020_45JN;‘o =
LONG, 08° 54'E | | 529 1518,
MEAN ANNUAL RAIN:  56.4" | - 8o,
RATN NORMALL. o
EXPECTED: MARCH to OCTOBER MARCH to NOVEMBER
TEMPERATURE SR N
RANGE : 82 eOF (Max) ' | 88, FOF (Max )
| 61697 F (Min.) | 58 O°F (Min, )
HUKIDITY RANGE: 14% (Min-JAN) . :; t 10% (Min,
6% (Mox,AUG,) | 96% (Max,
HEIGHT : 42331 n.s.1, ; 35001 a,s.1,




Vegetation:

Vom is sltuated within the
Guinea Savannah belt, Origl-
nally the area wus probbably
a climax zone of Savunnah
Woodlund, degraded by man to
high level grassland with

granlte hills rising to 5,800t

a,s,l. The grass is kept
short by constant grazing,

SECTION 3: The Zones:

.-..__
1
S

Gulu is situated in a belt of
Wooded Savennah in which
Combretum sp, are dominunt with
Hypurrhenls grasses sp., in
associution, Acacia sp. occur
throughout, and would thus be
included under 'dry weoodland!
by Moreasun, The tree cunopy i1s
discontinuocus and underiaild with
grasses up Lo 8 feet tall It
is a fire climax,

. Zone As Gardensrm including'tree orientated grassland species,

Defined as an area of decorative cultivation around the
typical expatriate type of dwelling in the tropics; and
including some of the following trees and shrubg:~ Spathodea,
Bougainvillea, Frangipani Hibiscus, Thevitia, Oleander,

Bucalyptus (W A.) Acacia & Cassia sp. Magnifers indica & some

taller trees e.g2. Khaya sp.é:Flcus sp.

Vom .N. Nigér;Q

Gulu N, Uganda.

Lizard Buzzard. (Kaupifaleo

monogrammicus)

Shlkrd(Accipiter bddius)—m_u——-mmm,~MMf;5

Vinaceous Dove (Streptopelia- . . 7

zluggga)

Senegal Dove(g__gmdtopelia
‘hypopyrrhus)

TR

quck-billed Wood Dove, ...
(T abyssiniaa)

,f

.. Red eyed" Dove(s semltorqpata)}'

Green Pigeon (T, austraralls)

\

 Senegal Coucal(Centropus
- " genegalensis)

-

_Whibe browed Coucal (C.superciliosus)

~
»

Levalllants cuckoo (L.
_ leveillanti)

Klass! cuckoo(Lampromorpha

hY
7

klaasi)

y

-pidric cuckoo (L. capPius)

apeckled Mousebird(Colius

s

White headed Turaco(T,leucolophug)

anstern Grey P antain-Hater

(Crinifer zonurrus).

- @reen Wood Hoopoe.(Phoeniculus

aterrimus).

N

striatus)

Ww.African Barbet(Lyblus
vielloti)

7

Douple-toothed Barbet, (Lyblus
- bidentatus)

" . Black-billed Barbet(L.gulfsobalito)

White-headed Barbet. (L. dubius).
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gardens contd,

VYom N. Nigeria,

Yellow fronted ™inker Bird
(p. chrysoronus)

E1ack throated Honeyguide.
(I.indlcator)

Grey Woodpecker(Mesopicos

Gulu N, Uganda

>,

goertoe)

Common Bulbul (Pvconotus
barbatus) -

“‘A

African Pied Wagtail (Motacilla
aguimp
Brown Babbler. {(Turdoides plebeja},

——— Black capped Bulbul.(Pyconotus

tricolor),
N

Blue falry Flycatcher
| (Eranarnis longicauda)

Black Flycatcher(Meldenornis

~

edoloidesT

\
e

Pale Flycatcher. (Bradornis
Pallidug)

Paradlse Flycatcher (Tchitrea
viridis j

Kurrichane Thrush ; e

N
P

African Thrush(Turdos pelios)

- Snowy Crowned Robin Chat. (C.

| Pied grgw. (CO:Tus albus)’,

crombec ., (Sylvietta brachyvura)-

_White shouldered Black Tit

fBlue ear%d Glossy starling .
: ' L.chalybhagus
Yellow fthite eyeEZostgrops

niveicapilia) =

. White.browed Robin Chat, (Coss ha
_ « - heuglinij.

Grey backed Cameroptera

-

(Cameropterd brevicaudat

\
8) -~

Gonolek (Lanius barbarus);

Black Crowned Tchagya
(Tchagma senegala)

Long tailed Shrlke
(Corvinella corwina)

X Drongo. (chmurus adsimilis).
Tropical Boubou (Laniorius
sethiopicus).

me;>

*’Puffbdck Shrike {Dryascopus
o gambensis)

st

(Parus leucomelis)

Purple Glossy starling
- - (Lemprocolius purpureus)

-

senepal@gais)
Coprer Sunbird (Cinnyris

S—— ;hnwma-~-§>

7

Ruppells long-tailed Starliing
(Lamprotornis purpuropterus)

- — i ——— <

e

- .,.,_.,-_..,.._3
. -

CupTeus)
gcavlet chested Sunbilrd

hY .
/;-—'- :
N
/

(Chalocomitra senegalénsis)

Pygmy long tailed Sunbird

(Hedydipna platura)

Red cheegked Cordon Blue.

(Ureaginthus benguzlus) |

Mot P'{’-‘;‘? nt

Bronze Menlkin (8. cucullatus)

Grey headed Sparrow (Passer ..
griseus

Silverbill(ﬂuodice melabarica)

—
>

et et arcd o e

Boind) .

Emins ‘Weaver (Othyphantes




Gardens: contd, | - ‘9

Indigo bird. (Hypochera sp.)

Africen Fivefinch (L.rubricata) > see also
Bar breasted Filrefinch. : b '
(L.rufopicta) 4 Grassland,
Yellow fronted Carlary (Serinus >
' mozamblcus) '
Grey ruwped Seedeater (Serinus

Leucopygiug

zone B. Buildings.

\ Defined as large edlifices of comparatively recent
construction (none older than 50 yeurs) such as labs, assembly
halls, -dining halls, hostels.inhabited by species which may
once have been cdliff-nesters. R R

Vom N.Nigeria, Gulu N.Uganda,

Barn owl. (9yvto alba)
Speckled Pigeon. (Columba euinea)
Lesser striped Swallow(Hivundo

. ~abyssinica) = .
Ethioplan Swallow(H.dethiopicw)
Little gswift, (Apus affinis)

" Wire tuiled Swallow(H.smithii)
Mosque Swallow(H,senegalensis).

Zone C: Low lying Wet Areas.. ’ _ . . o ,
- Areas which are damp for at leust six months, no open
water, no exposed mud, thick vegetation e.g. sedges, rushes
~and 1n E.Africa only dense stunds of Papyrus sp. & Phoenix sp.

Vom N.Nigeria. . , | Gulu N.Uganda,

A rittle bittern (Ixobrychus

Grey heron(Arvdea cineres) : "~ minutus).
Purple heron(Pyrrheroidia —> T
purpurea) '

Hadada (HageMishis: hagedash) . —_—
Hammerkop. (Scopus umbretta) - T
Black Crake(Llmnocorax - L
flavirestra) -j,/—‘
gSenegal Thicknee (Burhinus _
- . Teedlenemus) | .
Jacana. (Actophilornis = ———- o ‘:>
T | africanus) :
Wattled Plover (AFlbyx o
senegallus ) L
Malachite Kingfisher (Cristata) ' >
Little Bee-euters (M,pusiliug) . AN
Marsh Owl (Aslo capensis) _— ' '
Senegal Coucal (Centropus B, S
senegalensis)

Blaék_dapped Bulbul (Pyconotus

. | tricolor)
Singing Cisticola(C,cantang)’ Cisticela sp, . .- . o
Black-hcaded Gonolek (L.
' erythrogaster).

Winding Clsticola(C.palactotes)

Red Bishop(Euplectes orix)
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Wet Area contd.

 Vom N,Nigeris | _ Gulu N.Ugsnda,
Napoleon Bilshop(Euplectes afra) '

Black Bishop(E,Gierowl)
Black Winged Red Bishop
(E. horducea)

zebra Waxbill (Estrilda

subflava) Fawn breasted Waxbill,
. (Estrilds paludicola)
Yellow mantled midow Bivd, ~

<

Fan tailed Widow Bird,

. (Coliuspasser axillaris)

Golden backed Weaver(Ploceus)
capitalis

Holubs Weaver(Xanthophilus

xanthops)
Bmins Weaver. (0. emini)

(Coliuspasser macrourus)

parasitic Weaver(inomalospiza
imberbis)

zone D. Grasslund with Nutive Cultiwtion.

.....

B Ap stated in Section 2 the Vom area is high leveln'
grassland approaching montane conditions resultant upon

- burning, cultivation and grazing; cultivation includes

. Sugar Cane, Gulnea Corn, Malze, Cassavae and Beans, . The
tgrassland! of the Gulu reglon (see Section 2) is much
different - 1ittle graaimg and, & more intensive cultivation
mosalc including Maize, Millet, cessava, cott.n, tobacco und
sweet potatoes on a !bush fallow! rotation, The- savannah
trees regenerate from rootstock as, do the grdsses.

Vom N.Nigerid. L Guly N Ugdnda

Black headed heron (A, . N
melancephala) 7 |
Grey heron (A, cineres) -
Cattle Bgret(Bubulcus ibis) .
Double spurred Francolin (F,
bicalceratug) T,
Senegal Bustard.(REupoditis
senegalensis) |
Black Bellied Bustard.(lissotis =~ B '
melano asteri Heuglins. Francolin (F

: {cterorhynehus)
Crowned Crane (B, pavonia)i=—————— S A, Crowned Crane(B reeulorum)
Kestrel (F.tinnunculus) o
Black Winged Kite (Elanus . -

} caeruleus)
Temminks Coursef(Cursoriﬂs |

temminkii) .

Crested Lark (Galerida cristata)

Red-~capped - Lark (Calawirella
" cinerea)
Chestnut backed finch Lark

(Eremopterix leucotis)
Yellow throated long claw,
(Macronyx croceus)

Vo
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Grassland: contd.

Antchat, (MYrmecocichla aethiops)!
Red breasted wheatesr (Qenanthe

heuglini)
‘Moustached Warbler(Melocichla
mentalis) ﬂ
Whistling Cisticolsa, (Cisticola |
lateralis),

! Croaking Clsticola. (C, natdlengis)
- Siffling CiStiCOld(?) ;
(C.brachyptera)
Red-faced Clsticola(C.erythrops)

.,Sinéing'Cisticola(c.cantansj 1
Fantail Warbler.(C. juncidus)

Pin tailed. Wyduh. (Vidua S N
. _‘ - maoroura) ‘
& ! Bar breasted fire ‘fTinch,
SRR o (L. rufopicta)
C— - African flvefinch (L.rubricata)
1 Red billed fivefinch (L. senegala)
Black . Magpie(PtilosLomus afer) \
quail. finch(Qrtygospiza . 7 &
ks -, atricollis) e
‘-~Ind1go bivd (Bypochera sp.) : '
| ..Bronze manikin (§,cuculatus): >
Rock bunting(Fringillaria o
| tahapgi) “
£02 . N . ¥
'f“‘ | Vegetatlon Specific Species. ..:
Vom N.Nigeria - .~ Qulu W, Uamnda
!
Palm Swift(Cypsiurus parvus) — :;
Zone F: - Ovarhcaa._i"

. I include in thie division all @pecias NhiCh soar e. g.
',j_storks, raptors und species traversing the ares.

Abdinis Stork(g phenorynch1“ >
- abdimii) :
Hooded Vulture(Necrosyrth _ >
- monackus)..- . - 7
White Racked VultureIPseudogyps,_'hiq__";i§>_
. afrlcanus) . |
Black Kite (Milvus miprens) .
Bataleur (Terathopius ecaudatus) SIS
Grey hornbill(Tockus nasutus) _ .~ <
White throated bee-edater , \?V
(serops alblcollls)
Red tailed PBuzzard (B.auguralis)

Augur Buzzard (Buteo rufofuscus)
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SECTION 4: Analysls.
I have tabulated beldw the common bird species of Vom,
N.Nigeria and Sir Sawuel Baker School, Gulu, Uganda, according .
to the zones delineated earlier. : : A

Tobal Not ‘ Not  Shared by

Speciles Qccuring Vo, Qeceuring both:

Involved: S5¢8:B.8. L
Zone a: 61 20 12 29 (49%)
Zone B T 2 . B . 0 (o®)
Zone C: 29 10(-1Cisticola ... 10 8 (29%)
Zone D 33 6 p-) 18 9 (279)
Zone B: . @ 1 | o 7 (78%).

_‘Ekbfessing the common specles shared by both areasias a
- percentuge of the total number of common specles involved a
“figure of 3B% energes, «nd ss & statement this may be stated:-

Conclusion 1: An examination of the more abundant bird
species of & small area of N.Nigeria and a slmilar sized area .
of N,Uganda choogineg comparable eceological zones reveals that
587 of all species involved occur in much the sume statusg in
both areas. _ S

If now the complete checklist for the whole of Plateau
Province (N.Nigeria§ above 300ft, a.s,l, including all bird
species known to have occured at least once (i,e. palasarctic
mlgrants, partial migrants, residents and vagrants) i1s compared
with the equivalent list for Sir Samuel Baker School (N.Uganda)
the following resulls emerge:-- - - . '

Total Not Not | .
379 66 175 ;_155
100% g 46% '-.-56%

The flgure of approximately 36% is admittedly very
ungcientific -(compared with the relatively large arvea of
Platesu Province abdve 3,000! the small size of ‘and paucity of
observers in the (Guilu area makes the comparison a poor oneg.
However & very loose and approximate conclusion can be reached,

Conclusion 2Z: ' : S , S
“ An_examination of all bird species of P atgau Province

above 3,000' and s small area of N.Ugenda shows thutl very

approximately 86% of all species have occured in both areas.

Concluslon 1 1s obviously the most important 'und most
accurate one, although Concluslon £ is useful as two zones .
(a) Outeropg; (b) Open water, have no counterpart in the
Ugenda area.

SECTION 5: Discussion,

As would be expected the greatest correlation 1ls shown
by specles delegated to Zone E (78%), as all these species
are elther transequatorial migrants, or at least intra African
migrants, or else are specles which huve lurge tervitones or
distribute themselves according to weuther conditions.
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Section H: contd.

The lack of any correlation whutsoever between species
utilising Zone B is interesting. The ubsence of the Little
swift or indeed any sizllur swift from Gulu 1s puzzling when
climatically the areas are so similar, Is this and related
speclies specific upon a group of insects for food, which in
turn are specific upon vegetwtlion or even open water absent
from Gulu ¢ Has the pittle gwilft, as postulated for the
White-crowned Cliff-chat (Thamnolea coronata Y oenly
recently colonised bulldings on the Plateau, from the nearby
¢liffs which are absent from Gulu ? This 1s almost certainly
the case with another Zone B species, the Red-throated Rock
martin, and perhaps even the Siriped Swallow. IT ds well
recorded that the Mosyue Swallow perches on, and nests in
" trees, so its presence in Gulu might be expected, and certalnly
does not invalildate the ldea of transference of favoured nes?t
sites from cliffs to bulldings.

vone D shows a lower correlation (25%) than most other
zones, and this 1s nct surprislng «s the introduction shows
how widely dissimilar ave the two grassland types. The Rock
- Bunting, Larks and the Red Breasted Wheatear are all absent
from Culu, conversely the Moustached Warbler and the rour Y kf
Cisticola sp. are absent from Vom. -~ .

Tt is interesting to speculate upon the effect of man
on the avifauna of the two vreglons. Obvliously the.degradation
of the original Flateau vegetation is un extreume exumple, More
especlally however can any effects of Furopean settlement -
a blologically very recent phenomenon-he detected.? The corre-
lation between species inhabiting Zone 4 1s very high (49%).
The two abundant sunbilrds in Vom are the same two occuring with
a similar status in Gulu, perhaps this 1s significant especlally
in so.large & genus, although altitude alone may be the
significant factor here.. Il wice the flycatchers. the
unanswerable guestlon arises as to whether these speclies are
indeed distributed with some dependence on gurdens or did they
occur here anyway prior to European sett lgment ?

Tt 1s interesting to note two apparently unfilled niches
in Gulu, that is, an abundent dove closely associated with
Man e.g. The Senegal Dove in Vom. - - ‘

: . ' - and The Barn Qwl ndiche.
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"in the evenings of December 8th, 13

- Nets weve set in the mangrove swamps on January 4th, 1l5th,
‘1%th, 28nd, 2bth and 30th., I was accompanied by J.n. Button,

of tha ringing trips.
"dfea for t'e mext three years and to collect weight, moult
,Gdnd retrap informdtion on observatory 1ines. ' : .
;.Grey Heron Ardes cinerea- 'one or two most occasions.

'uLittle Bgret: Bgretta gur?etca 51ngle birds on three dates.

Referencess contd.

MOREAU, R.E. —!'The Bird Faunas of Africa and its Islunds! I
- London & N.Y,. 196€6, |

GOVT. PRINTER KAMPALA - fn Atlas of Uganda. Xampala,

NDT&S FROM . TKOYI PARK, DEC AMBER 1967 AND JANULHY 1968

G. Ppttitt

The following observations were madp .on tvnlve visits

to the marsh adjacent to Ikoyl Park, Lagos. Visits were made
sth, 17th, 19th and 27th,

~and of January 4th, 6th, 15th, l?th, rund, thh und- 30th.

to whom I am grateful for the initial identification of most
of the Ethioplan species, on December 17th «nd 189th, and
January 6th, and wssisted in- trapping by A P, Mead on most

It is hoped to continue trupping rcgularly in this

Greanmbacked Hetvon Butorides striatu5° ‘up to six regularly
present, _ S

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus-isingly. e ‘

Black Kite Milvus migrants up to ten often present,

Gabar Goshawk Nicronisus gabarsy cone in my garden, WeSu of - | ) i
the park, 8th December 1967. D |

Black Crake Limnocor&x flavirostras up to four present,

Grey Plover Squatarola SQUdtd?Old eight on 15th Januavy 1968

%égged Plover Charadrius hidticula once only, 22nd JanUdTy

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubiug. up to twelve regular.

Forbes! Banded Plover Afroxyechus forbesi:'two normally present,

Senegal Plover Stephanibvx luFﬁbviBi  sevenuon the north Ikoyl
graveﬁyard 9%th Janvary, 19¢8, : o

Com?og Sandpiper Actitis hvpoleucos- ap to 10 throughout the
perlo

Greenshgnk GIottis’nebulariusE one to four always present.





