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Tg_ﬁ@“B;}Ll}ED PLQ}{’ 1n Charadrius , tricg_llaris AT LAKE CHAD,

The Three-banded Plover Glmradrlu.a trlcollarlr*( called Afroxyechus tr collaoris
by Bamiernan, 1953, Birds of Ves oot and Eguatorial Africa, i :704) has been recorded
only four times in West Africa. Specimens have been collec ted near. larua in northern
Caneroon, (Barmeman op. Cite) and tviceé near Jog in Ccntral Migeria (,Jhu,rlfmd 1964,

"Bull. Wiger., Orm. Sod, 1(2) 4),c.nd tub were Uoll seen near Liptam'fatori on the i~

erian shore of Léke. Chad (Button, Fry, .Hopson Hopqon, 1966 Bull, Miger. Orn. Soc,
3(103 242), There. i%- a sight recor& from- as f‘ ar we..;t a8 Aocra. in Ghana (Bamleman OP+

wirdeh requlrc.a conflmatloh.
On 16th May, 1968, 4,d.H. and J, H' hacl excellevrt v:r_ews of a s ngle Charad_m.u

trlcq_l._!._a_rls on ‘the shore oi Lalw Chad npar_ Lulam‘fato:r‘l (ca.1 )0 BZ'N y 1 ;ﬂm 20'1:)
R.J.D. found bh.w b:l.rd in the saie ared on’ 21t Mﬂy, _:md Was able to confirm the :
1dent1frcatlon as it is a meclcd he 1mowa well from Central Afrw cao.It was not seen
‘Eby Lquently. . : :

~ In East, CPnt:l. al and oui.hern MIlCu this _pocm% is a C()mncn b:l.rd dz' dam.;,'lnlq a3,
rivers, astreams and ruddles, feeding, El.lOll{f muddy or sandy edges, TE is g‘memlly Acds
entary, mercly noving to nesrby dams or pools in uoodlancl vhen water levels rise, -The
f'our ng,erlan records and the one from Casteroon -are for i ay, Augush, Septmhor and

Hovember. - ~ '
‘L:l‘ i‘ . Ro J DOU PtL, Add, HOPBOI’I aﬂd Jal'l@ HOPSOH.
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Balmev*man (1953, Birds of Uost and Equatorml Afmca, ey 47‘") -using the name
Chilidoniag lt-,uconarom, considers tiie Whiskered Tern. Chlidonias hybrida’ to be a scarce
Palearctic migrant to West Africa. Elgood, Sharland & Ward{ 1966, This 108: 103)- pive as

cdhe only ngerlan Tecords - birds seen at Leke Chad in April and near Zu.I"LE) in HMay. F:r'y
(1965, Bull. Niger. Orn. 8o¢&;: 2(6) 40) mentions what ig presumably this sane Zoria
record, though atributed to a differcnt observer, Hopson(WCB, Bull, Niger, Orn.Sdc. i
(4) 13) sow six at Molan'fatori, Leke Chad in April 1963, and sibSequent obmervations
there have shown it to be occasional in gpring (¥iarch~June) and autum (September 1965)
as many as Fifteen being secn in a day (Ash, Ferguson-Lees & Fry, 1967, Ibis 109:4843
Hopson, unpublic ghed), In 1968 the Lake Chad Ornithological Expedition esnd I saw up to
eleven on several days between 10th April and 11th May.

It would be reasonable to sssume that-all -these birds sre of Palearctic origin
and merely on passage, were it not that in the sumner of 1966 I have seen C, hybrida
in breeding dress in two areas .on Lake Chad. During voyages in the Federal Ilsheriev
Service cabin druiger "EL Konemi® I saw a party of four on 15th July near Bargarom(cr.
13° 251, 14° 05'E) end on 31st July and 18t Awmust a single bird and a party of three
near Kidri Island (ca. 130 391, 14 08'E).Both these localities are in Tched territoxy.

_n both thesg areas there is suitoble habitat for breeding on reed jslands.-Although
i“alearct:l.c gz_hgbrlda may sumner in.the area ~.as presumably aere the moderate numbsrs
of I'Jhltenwmqu Black Termn Chlldonw, loucop%cra prer‘ont(no tly in non—brr\edmu' ("*reﬂ’ -
there. Hay ne;verthel(,ds be a breechxw pOpUld.th*l on Lake Cha.d. o o
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, B WHJI‘EBHEL Numeniug -phaoopus AT LAKE CHAD
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o At about 10, 00 hours on 201,11 Augubt, 1968 a sm{,]o Iﬂlmbrel 'Humenzl_ud _phampu
flew over me, calllng on the ngeman ashore -of Lak@ Chad at Malam!fotoris ('c-a.‘l,)wﬁ'n:
130 20'E). Soon af ter I was able- to watch it at o pool on .the sand beacl at about 30
yards range. The sharply decwrved bill and distinctive head pattern were well =een.
Lator I showed the bird to R. H. Parker and ho kindly shot it for me., It welghed 295
.gm and had a wing longth of" 24Tms, The remiges and retrices were only allghtlv WO ls
Mr, Pa:clce:c' preparod a c;l;udy .jklll, on dimsection it proved *to be a male with very Titile
;body fa.t, Tho 3peclmen is now “in the Aooloby P!Iusrwn of the Uﬂlversuy oJ." Ibadr-m, Nirf*
erid,
P Higood,” Sharlmml & Viard (1966, Ibls 108 102) conu.der this an abundant Palee
arctic visitor to the eoast of Nigeria,: mostly October to March, but give'no inland
records. Bauneyman (1953, Birds of West and Equatorial Africn, 1: 435 ) montions large
nuhers in August in the inundation zone of the l\ugor. Moreau(‘l%’h This 109 : 251
conpiders thnt these Miger records "roisge a susplcion that sone Whinbrels may cross
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the desert between the nedlterranean and the great bend of tne :iger, but there ius
no intermediate record™, In Afrlca soui.h of the cq.ator the w}umbrel is generally
.- Tore inle nd : e .

R. J. Dm-:se-f't. :
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TIREE 5 DPIP;.B 3 Ketus . cinereus AT Lk CHAD.

,-t Oh.10 hou.m on 21 5t Aupus L, 1J68 R.J.D. not:l_ced a Terek .:a'mdnlper X g
cmereus on g sand beach on the ¥igerian shore of Lake Choad at Me alam'? Ltorl Gt
13737 N., 1,) O'E.). lie Pointed it out to R.H.P. who, after quif be o long, chase,
shot it, The spec:men is now in the Zooloby liusemn of the Uﬂlvcrs:r,ty oi‘ Ibadan,
’\Jlgema.

In the field the long p—tunied blll dark‘ fore—-c dge o the W:Lng ‘and brlg,ht
orange legs Were dlstmchwe, and in f11ght it showed a narrow white trailins odgw
to the wing, It was in completely fresh plunage with no trace of meoult, and on dis-
section proved to be a Temale with very little body fat. It weighed 61g1m3 with a
wing length 13Cmms, Sl e

Then at 09,45 hours oo 206th August R.J, D. gay a wother Terek Sandpiper at a
pool -in the same place, He had excellent views oi’ it dowa to 25 yards. Tt frequently
ran very fast, for no apparent ‘reason, wilth its head held low and =traight ouwt in
front of it. It often bobbed like a (o mon Sandpiper Trm_ga (-L_qmg}__t_lri)_‘h_,m(‘)_l.'qu_g_g__s,,
and its flight was rather stiff-winged lik: that specieg, It cdll was "to'li, to!
1i" or a griet titter ratherx remlna_scent of that of a. Whimbrel iwme.iuns p .acopus.

" This bird was scen daily o z%h being netted and ringed on this ] latter thte.‘ it
had a ving length of 13%mms.. and welgheu 61, 5gmms, Its tall was quitbe hea\rlly worn,
) bt there war ‘only slight wear to the rcmlges d no eign of body moult. It was
browner above thai the ‘specimen collected on 21gt, mth the black maXkings on the
_ wca aularﬂ less extensive, and was prc—\sumecl to be 'a bird.of ihe year.

- While this bird was being removed Ffrom the net on 29th Aut,ust a sccond, b:er
was heard to fly over callrlg._The ai. sunctlvc wing markings were seen.as. it landed
further up the ghore, but it could ot be found Again. However, on Blst two unringe’
Terck Sandpipers were scen together in the ~ame place. Both sesmed to be first-year
birds, Exellent views were had: of both birds on 1st Sepiember, and -both were still
prosent early on the 2nd, bul were very wild and called a good deal. As well ag the

. common flight call, a L:Ltter, a disturbed bird would often ubter a: uharmmn and
distinctive liquid "tu,tu,tu" from the ground. Later on the 2nds only one could bo
found, and neither remainéd on the 3rd, Thus ot least four: éiffcrent birds appetred
at I‘flal"m'f'l‘LOI'l “ond the species may well be' a regulnr on p= ssage at L'llce ‘Chad in
Very small nunbers. ‘

The only prev:.ous Weat M‘r:t.can recnrda are’ uppa.mntly lmo smhtlngs near

LﬂgOb o the coast of Wigeria in October 1947 aund October. 1948 (rigood, Sharland &
Ward, 1966, Ibis. 1083 101). Etchecopar & Hie (1967, Birds of North Africa :247)

men'tion two occurences in Tunisia. fhe species win ters in 1-wrge mmbers onthe east—
ery coat of Africa, and there are a Iaw records of birds on autumn paseage inland.

- ReJ.Dowsett & R.II.Paricer.
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SAE DERLIl\fG.J JUL WD TN lTIGLRIA.

Bmmeman (195:5, Birds of We + & hquatorial ifrica Vol, 1) states that the
Senderling Claidris (_Crocothlcﬁn alba is a common Palaearc¥ic mipgrant to the coast
of West africa but he only gives ono inland record for ligeria unsupported by de-
tailn, ulgood, Sharland & Ward (1966 Ihig. 108 .‘501) do not accept this record,
Moreau (1967, Tbis. 109 ¢ 249) follows Elgood d et al. and states that"a record in

the desert 80km, south of Jalo on 141:}1 May, which seems to denite pansage from the
south is unaccountable." Thug the only published inland record Tor W st Africa seems
to be that, .of. Hoorhotsa (1968, Bull,Niger.Orm.Soc, 5(1"{) 14) who maw one or 1wo
birds st Kumasi in Ghana, about one hundred miles ol 1c1. .
: On 1st Noyember, 196’?, .W. had good cloge viewa of two birds oul of a party
~of four Senderlings ab Mu.nt]l in a wet sandy stream bed. It was posazihle o compnrm
"~ theasée directly for .s:Lzo with five Little Ringed Plovers Chavadrius dubiue, and the
Gompletely white breasts qu:.tt, without greyish marks were no ‘ted as were the black
'ahoulder marks'. The two birde not observed ag closely had a rether speckled app-
onronce of birds not in full winter dress. Inconclusive .f.l..l-_,;h'L views were oblaincd



