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Junie and July totels are much lower than that of dugust. Thesec records strongly

sugeest trans-Seharan migration, the alternative of a journey up ithe Senenal
river and down the lé\_.r being almost ruled out by the date, Roux (1959, La terrs

15-321 ) states that most wader specias are represented in
the lower omegﬂl valley by dlate dusust or ea: 1y Sgptember, A Jou:cney from the
coast vp the WHeer (over four hundred mlles) ig most wdlikely. -

.- That Lhr sn birds are pagsing through is cleorly indicated by the E"\ct that
from about 19:00 hours on the 14th Auvgust watil the worning of the 16th therc
was comnlete ovel'cast at Kainji with a great deal of rain, On the 15th o Redehonk

- Prings totanus, the first record for the aresn, was secn togethor with a Creenshonk
a Wood umldplper ll"lnf;_:l _“larcola, several Co..,mcm Sandn 1pers,

et Lo Vie. 106 (4)

Glottis nebularlu

temmmcku. Th:L vas only the seuond et season rccord of thu pI‘u'tlTlCOl(.b cmd the
Firat or a courscr, By the afternoon of the 17th August only a reduced number of
Commen Sandpipers remained, Heavy overcast and roin. alao occured oo tho nishts of
the 17th ond 22nd ol A. 'gusi. The other point of interest is tﬂai,, by coentrast, the
Little 3tint fFrolia minuty (p:ce.;wmbly *[:he bataluts blrd) .Jhould have lingered i"or four

days at the ),wae,o thoon.

".‘ Fr(:ihi; '.Waj.sh.‘ -
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GREY PLOVERS INL.ND 0IJ NIGHRTA.

Moreau (1967,:]'fb15 109 72)2-=2;9) llsts'waders J.Ol" trhlch' ovldcnéo of trana--

arola. : Gr(,y Plovrﬁru were noted on a mucldy it lemd in' the. lTlger I‘lver ai, Bu%qa
(10 15", 4 jBFE.) on seven visits bdéiween about 26th October, 1967, and 11th
Se- January, 1968. -On four occasions o pair of birds were present, on the others only
T o gingle bird, By January the island woe fairly dry and had been planted with ass-

oried local crops,

Grey Plovers have been renortad from Leolkc Chad by Hopsaon (1964

ull.liger.

Orn.Soc, 1(4}:17-15), and by Moorhouse (1468, Bull,Fige:.0m,Soc. 5(175 :113-15) fwom
near Kumasi, but have not been renorted clsewhere inland in West Africa, The MNiger
valley record taken with the others cited- strongly suggosts tha' the Crey Plover
may well be included in the list of’ 'trans--ff‘:aharam migrants,

Trank Walsh,
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Hitherto the only pubh shed record of Legser Black-backed Gulls Lomus fuscus
inland in West Africa scems to be from Loke Chad where Hopson (1964, Bul'l_ ngcr O,
30C. 1(4) 7-15) regerded them as frequont from October to inril. Du ing the 1967/65
dry season inmature fuscus were seen on three occasions on the river Pigor,
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11 gocond year bird in good ("DlldJ.'L.LOl’l Was georn
setlled on the water at Liba bo(“IO 1214 .,4 356, )
on the canoc!s approach the bird rose and flew
off strongly downsir am until out of sight,

Two immoture birds vere seen eircling aboutb
high.over the confluence of the Oli aud I'lg,er

- rivers (‘3046'11.,403b'h ).

At 09.00 hours a aingl e 111111{14;131‘0 Lird wos - seen
flying st adily down Jtroam al . 11<'>:|.oht‘. of ahout
50 feet at Gorofini (10%2'1,, 4 350, ),

al\on w:L*th the ("had rec ord thege sightings suggest Ghat a,t :]_C(lu'b gome mom«-
way underzo - l:rem.waahalan 111 LT vion,

The Blagk-hcaded Gull Lorus ridibundus hna almao been rwortecl I‘rom Lwlce Chad
and theré im a record from the Upper Hig JeT; E1 good ot al, (196{3, Tbis, 108 184-116),
L, ridibundug hac tm.re bean, pom tively iden Llflcd on thé ifiger akb 1.};10 outhum L:Lp .
1'"'N., 4% 33 '8, ). In cach case a- nair oi h1rd=‘ werc, invoived, '
On the first occasion 28th December, 1967, the birds were .in mntor T oplumagoe

hers of thls aneclos

0i Foge Island (10

but on the -.ccond,

the 1oth April; 1968, both birds were in full brecd:n.nﬂ‘ plumgac,

In npddition to thes c, SOV oLhor ulbhtmga af g’ullc. were “‘lad(, in the came: aren, and



4 \..i . - - .
- from Koinji, between the above dn"tes by the wri ter or Hr,J,S.nderson. Hone. of these

siohtings exclude the Grey-hoaded Gull Larus cirroctrholug of which thrc,e pairs in

brbed:mg plumage were secn on 26th April, 1968,: . :

Blgood et al, (op.cit, ) suggest that with ite rccont Jlele"l in u‘urope
L. rldj.bundus may cppear more fre squently inland in West africa, The bbove records
sugest that this may be the case and that the loke now forming above Kainji mey

becone » regular mntermg place for gulls, i

Tranlk, Walsh, . -
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BARLY 4RETVAL OF EUROPEAN SUITOS T3 NIGERIA, .

Host of the reports of European Swifts Micropus apus in the Bulletin rofer
to the oprifs migration, 4t Kainji there were no records during the sutumns of 1965
o 1967, in the springs 1950 and 1967 sightings wore numcrous, Bamnerman (1953,1311.‘(1-3'
of Vest & Equatorial 4frica, Vol, 1) mentions that M. _apus reaches Sierra Leone in
July and has becn seen in soubhern Nigeria by late Aubust. In the Bulletin only
Hopson and Fry give iugust records. Hopson (1964,Bull,Higer.Orn.Soc,1(4):7-15)
gives it as common in Avguat at Malam'fatori, Lake Chad and Fry ( % 5,Bull,Niger.
Om Soc 2(7) 65-79) records a heavy passage in the Zaria arca on 22nd hugust, 1965,
Conzequently it seems worth noting that on 3rd-August,1968, in the late evening
nine M, apus were secn wheeling above the newly forming lako at Kainji just to the
north of the concrete dam at K- :inji, Mo other cpecies of gwift were prescnt but
ewallows were quite numerous, they werc mostly Hirumdo aethiops but = fow H:Lrundo
rufula and Rinaria paludicola were also seen, There were no M. pus on tho moivnlng
or evening of the 4th Auumst ond none have bccn seul. since, | L

Frenk Walsh,

LA AN ENEN]

INTHRNAUTONAL WIIDFOVL RESEARCH FURFAU
MID-YIITER CEFSUS 1968/69.

I have heard Ifrom the Wildfowl Trust that the date for the ncxt Wildfowl
census is 12th January, 1969.

I shall be grateful if anybody who can assist in this would “lease contact
me piving the areas which they might be able fo visit,

if any ornithologist from southern Nigeria is intercsted in vigiting north-
erin Figeria in December or January and can count duck and waders on this date or
any other date will he wlesse also contact me,

R. E. Sharland,
£, 0, Box, 791, ; c
' ud.l'log ‘ ’

¥, Nigerisa.
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ADDITIONS 70 LOGAL, AVITAVNA = ZARTA.

An African Hobuy Palco cuvieri was seen on 5Lh November,1967 at Maska
I‘ldh Tarm, 38 miles north east of Zarisa, 4y only other record for this bird in
tigeria is from the flood plein of the River Rima, Jjust north of Sokoto, on 3rd
Alleuu-t, 1968;

I havea sevpml records of the Cold Coast Spine-tailed Swift Chaetura
ugsheri from the Zarin area this year, On each occasion one or two birds were
seen in company with Little African Smftc' Colletontera Affinds, and I suspect
that their presence is often overlooked.. Hy rocords from Zaria arc as followsi~ :
N, T.C.Farm, Sanaru, 17th March and 11th Apr:1, 1963; Nacka Fish Famm, 20th July, .
1908; and in addition I have records from Ikoyi, Lagos, 10th March, 1966; Lake -
I c).tu, Bakura, 19th Fovember, 1¢66: Dan Gora, 50 miles north'of Zaria, 28th May,
19673 and Gombe, 28th. Doc*mber, 1467, Thisg smft is ev:.deal:ly widely, although

locally, distributed.
£ Blue-bellied Roller Coracias ¢ _ydnoggater wag seen in the top of a tall
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