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Two-stage northerly local migration of the Grey-headed Kingfisher,
- Haleyon leucocephala.

N, J. Skinner
Department of Physics, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

P N T .

The Grey~headed Kingfisher, Haloyon leugocephala, is an annual
visitor te the Zaria area between mid-March and early June. Some
recent unexpected Zaria records in late October and early November,
coupled with a similer October record in 1964, have prompted me to
examine mo¥e closely the migration pattern of this species. 8o far
as I am award, there are no records for this kingfisher in Zaria
between 11th June ~. #8th October, and 3rd November -~ 11th March.

The Tablé summarises most of the recent published records of

- H._leucccephala in or near Nigeria,. It is divided into four main

sections each corresponding to one clear phase in the migration
pattern, : C

(a} From November to about the end of Pebruery, this kingfisher is

- -found .in.open._country within or on the edge ‘of the forest zone .of -

southern Nigeria and West Camerciin, It appears-to be fairly common
wherever there is derived savannah bush or cleared land within the
latitude range 4.5 ~ 7.5°N, Breeding has not been reported within
this zone during these months.

(v) In February (or perhaps late January) the first stage of north-
erly migration begins, which takes the birds into the true guinea
savamnah zZone between latitudes of about 7.5° and 41.2°N. (In West
Cameroun the southerly limit of the savammah zone in upland regions
extends south to about 6°N), Breeding occurs within the period late
January ~ early June in this zone, the earliest nesting records
apparently being those of Shuel {reported in Bannerman, Vol,III,1933)
near Ilorin in late January and early February, and the latest that
of Skinner and Fry (private communication) in Zarie in early June.
Ilorin and Zaria are respectively near the southern and northerm
limits of the guinea savannah zone., In the intervening months,
March - May, breeding is reported from several localities in the
middle belt and Plateau provinces, Nest holes at the end of horizontal
tumnels 3-4 £1. long are excavated in the banks of streams, borrow-
pits, dried watercourses and in roadside embankments.

(6) As soon as the breeding season has finished in late May/ecarly
June, the second stage in the northerly migration cecurs and Grey-
headed Kingfishers appear in the Sudan and Sahel savannah zones north
of latitude 12°N where they stay until about October. The most
northerly record reported appears to be that of Bates who shot a speci-
men in June after rain in the Tazza basin (15°N) in Niger Republio.
There are also records from Sckoto, Kano and Malamfatori (L. Chad)
during this period.

(a) Southerly migration takes place in October and November as
evidenced by the records near Zaria on 18th October 1964, 18th and
28th October 1968, 2nd November 1968 of birds presumably in passage.

I would be interested to hear of other records of the Grey-headed King-
fisher from localities within the guinea savannah zones at this time of
year, The southerly movement appears to be fairly rapid since the
species is recorded in Southern Nigeria from November onwards.
Migration of some birde may extend into late December as suggested by
the late vecords for L. Natu (Bakura), L. Alo (Maiduguri) and Yankari
Game Reserve, reported by Fry (1965).

The factor which appears %o be the most important in determining
the times of migration of meny locally migrant species is the rainfell
which, in turn, presumably controls the food supply. An examination
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Summery of recent records of Halcyon leucocephala in or near
| Nigeria, grouped to show the migration pattern.

ok

Dates of' reoords|

. g™

November |

Place Latitude Observer Notes on habitat,
breeding, etc.
L) {Nov - Feb Tbadan 7,450 | Blgood and
: Sibley (1964)
Nov - Feb 1| Lagos 6.L°N | Sander (1957)| "Grass woodland
' gountry"
INov - mid March | N.Okigwi diva. 6°N Mann (1953)| "Open tree savannah"
{Decenber Kumba L. 6°N | Serle (1 950)} "Rush of migrants in
1 at week Dec., most
passing through"
eariitzega; Ilaro 6.9°N | Button (1968)| 4 records ooly
' :{1ate ‘December | Mambila 7°n Boulter {(1964)
Dec., 1962 - Obudu 6,5°N | Blgood (1965)| "Forest edge"
| ;1at;ige§a;0h | owerzs 5.5°N | Marchant. (1942)
] {Now - March -Onitsha and 6-7°N | Serle (1957)} "Open country"
' ‘ : | 0goja Province C . .
] gD_ry season Unudim 6°N Boulter (4965)|"0il palm bush"
height of dry | south - Elgood  {1966)
) season J
{Feb. 196L Piv division 7.5°N | Gray (1968)
| e ~
'[-) late Jan - Feb | Ilorin 8. SON Shuel (vide Breeding in banks of
1 _ Bennerman(1933)] Aser & Oyun rivers
March - April |Mesaje 6.6°N | Serle  {1965)] "Upland savannsh" -
o Breeding.
| {Feb - May Vom . 9.7°N |Smith  (1964)| Breeding April-May
Maroh - May Benue & Niger Provl 8~10°N | Serle  (1939)| Breeding March-May
April | Birnin Gwari 1% | Pry (1965}| "2 fledglings recently
{ | out of nest"
| |mid M - .
3 L gig.hMay Zaria 11.1°N | Fry (1965)
' _1atem%;§r§gn; Zaria 114,1°0 | Skinner (1 968) Breeding on banks of
, stream neaxy Galma
{ 18, April nr, Kaduna 10,6°N | Skinner (1968)| Leaving nest hole
) . on roadside bank
{)1June ~ Ootober Malam%'ﬁtogzli 2) 1315011 Hopson  (196).)
. Cha
| [May — October | Sokoto 13N Dobbs  (1959)
'May = September }Kano 12N Sharland (1964)
|Rains (June) Tazza (Niger) 1 5°N Bates
———————————————— e e vt e e 2 i t 2m g  r t t em r m  d  d d 8 8  k 8 i  8  p d mn b
28, November L.Natu, Bakura 12,9
{ {Late Deoember L.Alo, Maiduguri 42, 7°N Fry (1965)| Isolated records
{ 1,5te December |Yankari Reserve 10.,1°N
|
mid Oect ~ early | Zaria 11%0 N | Skinner (4 968) On southerly passage }
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of the Table shows that the Grey-headed Kingfisher avoids the
periods of very heavy. rainfall in southern Nigeria on the one handg,
and the periods of absolute drought in northern Nigeria at the other
extreme. Instead, it shows a preference for localities with low to
moderate rainfalls, of the order of 0.5 - 6.0 inches per month, and
it is plgusible to assume that these conditions produce a good supply
of the large insects and particularly grasshoppers on which this
kingfisher lives.

To summar:l.se, :Lt appears that the migration pattern of H aleyon
leucocephala is as follows, About four months (November - February) -
are spent at the sou'thern end of the range, in .open country and clear-
ings south of 7.5 N and four to five months (June ~ Oatober) are spent
at the northern end of +the range, noxrth of 12°, ~The northerly migrat-
ion takes place in two distinet stages and breeding occurs mainly
between March and June in the intermediate guinea savannah zone. The
southerly passage, which is fairly rapid, occurs in October and - '

Novem'ber.

No_tg* The vaﬂeta'tlon nones referred to in this paper are as del:.m:l.ted

by Keay (4 959)
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FURTHER CBSERVATIONS ON VICTORILA ISLAWD, LAGOS.

APRIL TO _OCTOBER, 1966

N

J. B, Heigham.

Thig year produc‘c‘-zg a sengationzl relny season and Victoria Island was
mueh webter and had more standing pools and vegetation than during the came
period in 1567 so that a number of differences in the bird population were
noted, The chief of these was the continual presence of numbers of Palaearctic
woders, principally Whimbrels Numenius phaeopus, which were present throughout
the period but whose numbers wvastly increased during Junc {when they could be
heard until as late as 10 o'clock at night calling as they flew over my fla.t)
and went on increasing until it vas estimated, through Avgust and September,
that sbout 1,000 were coming every night from eapt and weot, but principally
cagt, to roost round the gtagnant pools in the middle of the sandflats. These
numbers decreased in October and on the 28th October only one was seen on the
Islande Greenshank Glottis nebularius, Redshank Tringa totanus and Ringed Plo~-
ver Charadrius hinticula were more mumerous thon at this period in 1967 and
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola appeared up to 30 strong in August (not observed
in 196’?). Only pairs of Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus and up to nine Marsh
Sandpipers Tringa stagnatilis werc observed during the period. A curious feature
wao the abmence of Common Sendpipers Actilis hypoleucos botween 1st May and 14th
July, as they were numerous and ubiquitous both before and after these dates.

Other po'in“ts reloting to birds previously recorded which are worthy of
note are as followsg:~
African Black Kite liilvus migrans: The first African Black Kite of the new
season was secn on 20th Septembor, ,
Painted Snipe Rostrotula benghalensis: A male and female were first obscrved
in the same drainoge ditch on 28th May (196‘7, 12th July); four chicks wore seen
with the adult male on 30th June (1967, 30th July) and throe of them werc able
to fly short distonces by 15th July. FNo more than three were secn therecaf ter
and the last positive sighting was of a fully grown bird on 2nd September (1967,.
28th Avguet). & |
Kittlitz's Sandplover Leucopolius pecuariuss Appcars to have stayed longer this
yveor(not oeen after mid—-Sep'tember,196"(-) because of the longer standing rain-pools
and was still plentiful in mid-October. )
Temminclc's Courser Curgorius temminckii: Was more plentiful and widespread this
year, being scen from 23vd MHay to mid~October. The largest numbor seen was 21 on
29th Junc %aeen only in June, 1967, largest number 4y,
Grey Pratincole Galachrysia cincroas Was first scon this yoar on &th July (1967,
23rd July) and only about 100 were seen on the Island by mid-October.
Senegsl Coucal Centropus senegalensis: Wos present throughout, together with
the Rufous-bellicd variety, bub on 26th August two C, senogalensis were observed
beside Kuramo Waters which sppeared to be intermedinte, both having rather dirty
looking of f-white throats and breawbs and one having distinct chestnut tinge on

the throat.




