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REED WARBLERS AT TBADAN;

TWO SPECIES NEY TO THE AREA.

Since a concentrated netting scheme was s’oart_e_d in Tbadan by the Rocke
efeller Virus Research Unit, University College Hospital, four Acrocephalus
varblers of two- species have been caughts : ; '

Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus: 7th October,1967 and 23rd October, 1968,

Great Reed Warbler Acr’ocephalus. a:pndjnacehs: 3rd October,1968 and 15th Nov-

lF.{Lgoocl & Sibley (1964, Ibis, 106 221) list no Acrocephalus warblers for
the Ibadan district although Elgood, Sharland & Ward {1966, Ibis, 108 :109)
consider both to be frequent Palaearctic migrants to southern Nigeria, |
The most probable reason for Elpood & Sibley's failure to record these
species in Ibadan is that there are large areas of suitable habitat, 'and these °

incongploucus binds may have been overlooked,

b R. V. Ashford & R. H..P‘E'[;flg#_t-i.-{u_J».‘j_,.}‘.iv‘.‘mh.

1 e

-
FRATEASIDINS LS

4

T40 INTERESTING MICRANTS AT TBADAN, - Lo o
T R : ) E £ ?! : ”Wﬁi

Although Elgood, Sharlend & Ward (1966, Ibis, 108 ;3 109) consider the
Garden Warblef Sylvia borin to be a regular winter visitor to the southern
forested areas of Nigeria' where it is probably common, Elgood & Sibley (1964,
Ibis,_]_9_6_:‘221§rocorc1 it only once from the Ibadan district in 13 years of ob-
servation, It is interesting,therefdré, to note that in the autumn of 1968
Ibadan experienced o decided influx of this species, The first evidence of
Garden Warblers was the caplure of one bird on 15th Qctober by the team of
collectors from the Rockefeller Virus Research Unit, thereafter numbers ine
Creased and reached a poak on Tth November when seven birds were caught in
a net set in a very small copse in the middle of extensive farmland. Numbers
then decreased rapidly, but one bird was caught on the 15th November,

F, Walsh, at Kainji, jnforms me {.ers, qomm.) that he has recorded Garden

Warblers for the first time in the Borgu area.”

It is aleo interesting “that Elgood (Blgood,et al. o:g.oi'l:.) states that,
over many years at Ibadan, he has recorded the songs of Nightingales Luscinia
megarhymehos between 9th-20th November, and considers this to be indicative of
regularity of arrival in the arca of this species, He does, however, point out
that birds may avrive earlier and keep silent until this time of the year aeven
though they sing quite freely whilst on migration, In support of Elgood, nets
that remained in the sane position for a considerable period did nol produce
any Nightingales until the 20th October, Thereafter two more were’ gailht-or - l.;'b‘ A
6th November and another on the Tth, and I observed a single bird"'ii?h‘é"'éamé"" e
locality on the 12th, . ' @z v
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