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Desert Sporrow Pasmer simplex: c¢10 ot Tebarkort, Mali, 21/7. This, oddly
enouph, iz one of the localities given hy Bannerman. C
Golden Sparrow Passer lubougs Seen from Gao to abenkont, Mali, especihlly
- ot a village 60lan morih of bourch, it was much more nuUmMETOUS than Bann-

- eran indicates,

Scalyufronted.Wenvex*§h5gggﬂgkfhg;gﬁgmgkig: 6 at Aquelhoq, Mali, 23/7,
about 197 latitude, appavently further north then previous records.
glender-billed Weaver Plooeus lutcolns: 3 among dote palmg at Tessalit,
Mali, 24/7. This opecies does not scem to have hacn previously recorded
north of Timbuclus Tessalif iz about Z50km further northa .

Blackefaced Dioch Quelen guelen: 6 seon at Labezana, Mali, 13/7.
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4 VISLT TO WURNO, NORTHERN HIGERLA

224 APRIL 1910,

8ir Irodericke Pedler.

.
.

Warmo. ie about 30 miles north of Sckoto, in fhe north-eastern
. corner of Nigeria. I understand that in former times there was in this
‘place a very exbensive fadama (marsh)‘oontaining a number of shallow
"hatural lakes, which in most years provided small areas of open vater

even al the end of the dry scason. Some ten years ago a dam was built
which converted the whole of the fadama area into a catchment area. My
vigit took place at the end of the dry season, and although. the bund of
the dam is quite lew, it was rebaining so much water thak, even with the
aid of 10 % 50 binoculars, I.was unable 1o distinguish the farther shore.
This artiticial lekc is, thorcfore, very large. Tt might well provide
exceplional attractions For resident onserines and for palacarctic migrants
about to set off for the north across the Sahara, or in the ‘fall of the
‘year returning to their winter haunts. This must be my excuse for of fering
these hurried notes of a very brief vidit. I was ableto do no more than
gain an impression, of how revarding a longer visilt might be, 1 hope that
Ny roconnaligsance nay lead on to a longer visil by a more experienced
obguerver, ' L
fhe reason Tor mwy being at Sokoto was, to acquaint myself with
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the school of irdigaticn which, at that time, wes conducted in that plate
by the Kaduna Polytechnic, and to consider proposals for the further doe
velopment of educa*tion for the persomiel of the irrigation services. The
visit to Wurno was arranged for me, partly for me to see the irrigation
dan, and partly because T had expressed an interest in birds, and it was
thought that some might be seen al Wurno. I made the visit in a Tandrover’
in company with Mr, Abdul Gaira the engineer in charge of the Wumno irrig~
ation and with Mr. Caffray, who at that time was the head of the depart-
ment of civil engineering and irrigation of Kaduna Polytechnic. Since
neither of them wag concerned with birds, they devoted themselves to .
their professional, interests. I had threc-quarters of an hour, in.a place
vwhere a birdwatcher could well spend days; and in the last minutes of my”
vigit dark was already falling, which was bad for identifying species al~-
though it was probably the best time to gee the waders massing on a sand-
bank vhere, as 1 guess, they were going Lo spend the night,

The population of anscrines was breath-taking. How many thousands,
I cowld not say, For the more distant flocks were just dark patches on
distant water, Of those within: range for.idsantification, the most numerous
were Spurwing Goose Dlectropterus gambensis, The next in numbers were
Knob~-billed Goose Sarkidiornig melmiotus and of these there were ample
nunbers near enough to the bund o provide a good view of the males and
their extraordinary adoraments and of+ the much more numerous femdles and
young which lack the knob, Dgyptian Geese Alopochen aegypliacus were also
in large numbers, many standing on sondbanks or at the foot of the bund.
There was a flock of a smaller bir® which was a fourth species., AL the
gvtreme limit of the range of my binoculars 1 judged these to be Pygmy
Geese Nobtapus awritvs but I could not be sure of that,

Moanwhile bee-eaters had bheen dashing overhead, These were not
o variety with elongated tail, and although I noted the colour as 'rufous’,
they were certainly not Carnine Bes-eaters Meropg mubidug, They way have
been Red-throated Bee-ocateors ygggjﬂgugggggilggjgggﬁ, a specics which was
certainly rumerous a litile way to the south; but I do not feel entirely
ha,pp'y about that ideutification, ancl should bo interested to learn tha
viegwg of anobhnr obuervera

_ - Large numbers of palaearctlc vaders were present, and as night
fell Tlocks were flying in to a sandbank of which the top was Just about
level with the surface of the water, It was not very far from the bund,

b the birds being massed together and in constant movement Thde it dm-
possible to be confident gbout identification dotamls in the failing light.
IL hdd Slﬂco been ugpeqted to me that po Hlbly some of them were Ruff

[ttty m-u-nn-wu

cnable me to s upport that uggeatlon. Largo muihers certainly were Common
Sandpiper Ackitis hypolouccs. Barlier, hefore the evening roosting begon,
this species in parties of about 100 each had been flying off, at a falv
height, towards the north, The roosting bank was, T judged, about 100 yards
long and varying from 10 to 20 yards wide. As tho birds were in a solid
mass, it may be thal the total number on that one bark exceeded 10,0004
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T had a good close view of an individual Curlew Sandpipor Erolia testacez

and of a Spurwing Plover Hoplopierus sminosus. There were pl cuty of Blacke
- winged Stilt Himantoms himanboyws. White-winged Black Tern Chlidoniag
. leucopterug were pabrelilng the water at a dislance of 20 yards from the
bund. I counted 12 on a bank and there were cortainly many more, West
African Little Tern Stomea atbifrons were very nunerous. Good views were
obtained of a single Golioth Heron Typhon goliath., Of the Great White
Heron Casmercdiug albus a single specimen arforded cxcollent comparisons
with Iittle mgrobs Derebln parmetis, and Catile Berets Bubuloug ibis. T
saw a jair of Haudada Hagedaghis hogcdash which according to Bannenaan
are rare in Migeria, and wore than a dozen.Jacana Actophiloynis africavus;
and several Pied Kingfishers Ceryle rudis, A donkey was covercd with
oxpeckors Buphasus. Barmerman states that the West African species has a
heavy yellow bill with red tenuinal pateh, but the bills of these birds
looked to me all bright red like thu Sust African vaciety. There were 4o
gpocies of swallows which (obse:m'red in fl:i.gh't) T thought to he Ethiopian
irundo_cthiopica and Pied-winged Hirundo leucosoma. Below the bund on
the landward side were weavers, sced-eators, canaries and sparrows in
flocks but time did not pemmit close cxamination, having regard to the
more exciting population on the water,

' Tt will be interceting to see whether furthcr study indicates

that the Wurno reservoir has become an important factor governing the -
novements of palacarctic waders. As for the anserine population, an ex-

. amination of the further shore of the reservoir, that is the shore on the
side opposite o the bund, wight reveal areas of marsh suitable for breeding.

geterbrrrnorein

NOTED.

YELLOV--LIGGED OVLET,

FROW. WESUIRC GIATIA,,
‘ The only refevence I have to the Yellov-logred Owlet Glavcidium
tephronotun is from Bannerwan (1953, bBirds of West & Bquatorial Africa).
He states that to date the bird had only been rocorded in the Ashanti
region of Cheng and that nothing is kmown of its habite,.

While ingpocting a trap line for small manmals laid in high forest,
1 giscovered this bird with its hond dIn a trap. Tortunately it was unbarmed
apart from being daged, It was an adult specimen with an appearence corr—
esponding exactly to Dr. Bamermans drgcription. It was Trapped betweon
the hours of 0900 and 1500, during which time one would not cxpect an owl
1o be actives It was apparently atlracted by banana bait, again unexpected





