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Grey-headed Broadbill Saithornis sharpei, new to Nigeria

On 21-24 October 1995 we camped in a lowland forest at 70N, 10°54°E, . 2 km
south of Buru village on the road east from Abong at the base of the Mambilla
plateau, southeast Nigerin. The hillsides are 30—40° in slope and 100 m high from
valley to ridge; we birded along trails that paralleled the ridges and streams. The
forest has many palms and buttressed irees though the larger trees have been logged.
It appears to be a lowland extension of the forests of northern West Cameroon { Sayer
el al. 1992); Serle (1957) mapped the area as relict rain forest in derived Guinea
savannah. Rains were heavy and persistent. Annual rainfall-of the arca is preater than
2000 mm (Federal Surveys. Nigeria 1967) and at Abong is 2563 mm (Bawden &
Tuley 1966).

On 21 October we netted an adult Grey-headed Broadbill Smithornis sharpei | m
over a clear stream in a steep forested valley at about 380 m elevation. It was
photographed, a description written, diagnostic feathers removed, and released. On
the next day MDH saw anather one about 400 m fram the net site. The captured bird
was large with a dark grey hend with blackish cap, and with rufous on the forehead.
lores, across the upper breast. on the underwing coverts and edges of secondaries and
tips of median and greater coverts, RBP and LLP compared the photographs and
feathers (UMMZ 233 887) in the University of Michigan Museum of Zoology with
study skins of seven Smithornis sharpei zenkeri, \en S. r. rufolateralis and ten S,
capensis cameruwrensis. The photographs are dark but the large size (calibrated by
fingertips, it was not measured) indicates that it is S. sharpei, The feathers all are
idemtifiable as sharpei. The length of primary 5 is 39 mmn. as in sharpei (57-61 mm)
and larger than rufbloteralis (44-49 mm) and capensis (48-54 mm); it is broad as in
sharpei and not narrow and pointed at the tp as in the other two broadbills, and its
colour is rufous brown as in shempei and not grey brown as in the other wo
broadbills. The rufous vane with paler buff tip of the greater primary covert is the size
and colour of sharpei, nol slate as in ruyfolateralis or streaked black as in capensis.
The underwing coverts are rufous, not whitish as in the other two broadbills, The
streaked breast featlier has a fine line of grey down the shaft as in sharpei. not a thin
line of black as in rufolateratis or a thick line of black as in capensis. The back
feather with o white base has a rufous tip and is large as in sharpel. Juvenile S.
sharpei lack the white base of the back feathers and have rufous on the forchead and
crown. a more distinctly marked orange-rufous tip to the wing coverts, and broad
black streaks below (CM 106,280, specimen from Efulen, Cameroon; Fry 1992;
Lambert & Woodcock 1996).

The forest is 10 km from the border along the Donga River. S. sharpei oceurs in
both lowland and highland forests (Louctie 1981} and in Western Camercon i oceurs
mainly abave 1000 m but on Mt Cameroon from 500-800 m (Bowden 1986, Stuart
& Jensen 1986). The closest known lacality in Cameroon is at least 50 km from Buru,
depending on the exact location of the Bameada highlands records. This appears Lo be



1997 Notes Courtes 101

the first record of the Grey-headed Broadbill in Nigeria and the northernmost record
in Africa for the species (Fry 1992, Elgood 1994},

We thank the Federal Environmental Protection Agency of Nigeria for rescarch
permits, and the Department of Zoology. University of los, for facilities. The Field
Museumn of Natural History (FMNH) and Carnegie Museum of Natural History (CM)
loaned specimens. Fieldwork was supported by a National Science Foundation
research grant.

References

BAWDEN, M.G. & TuLEY. P. (1966) The Land Resonrces of Southern Sordouwna &
Southern Adamenva provinces, Northern Nigeria. Directorate of Qverseas
Surveys, Tolwaorth,

BowpeN, C.G.R. (1986) The use of mist-netting for studying forest birds in
Cameroon. Pp. 130174 in STUART. S.N. (ed.} Conservation of Cameroon
Montane Farests. ICBP, Cambridge.

ELgoop, LH., HeigHam, LB, MOORE. A.M.. NASON, A.M., SHARLAND, RE. &
SKINNER, NI (1994) The Birds of Migeria. Check-list 4, 2nd ed., British
Ornithologists” Union, Tring.

FEDERAL SURVEYS, NIGERIA (1967) Mean annual rainfall map, 1:3,000,000. Federal
Surveys, Nigeria.

Fry, C.H. 1992, Eurylnimidac, broadbills. Pp 1-8 in KErTH, 8., URBAN, EK. & FRY,
C.H. {eds) The Birds of Africa, vol. 4. Academic Press, London,

LAMBERT, F. & WooDCOCK, M. [996. Pirtas, Broadbills and Asities. Pica Press.
Mountfield.

LoueTTe, M. 1981. The Birds of Cameroan. An annotated check-list. Verhandef.
Kon. Acad. Wetensch. Lett. Schone Kunst. Belg., KI. Welenseh. 43(163): 1-295.
SAYER, J.A., HARCOURT, C.5. & CoOLLINS, N.M. {eds) (1992) The Conservation Atlas

of Tropical Forests: Afiica. Collins Macmillan, London.

SERLE, W. 1957. A contribution to the ornithology of the Eastern Region of Nigeria.
bis 99: 371418, 628685,

STUART, S.N. & IENSEN, F.P. 1986. The status and ecology of montane forest bird
species in western Cameroon, Pp. 38—105 in STUART, S.N. {ed.) Conservation of
Cameroon Montane Forests. ICBP, Cambridge.

Received 4 February 1997 R.B. Paynel, L.L. Payne! & M.T.E. Hopkins2
Revised 17 May 1997 IMuseum of Zoology, Universily of Michigan,

Ann Arbor. Michigan 48109, US.A.
2TCNN, P.O. Box 64, Bukuru, Platcau State, Nigeria



