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NUTES ON S0uE WEST AFRICAN BEE-BLITRS

M.7.Horwood

Theme noten, mainly on the distribution of bee-ealters in Ghana
end Nimerin, were abstracted in rasponse to a reguert for information
from C.ii.Fry ( sce p.26 ), and were thousht to be of anfficient inter-
est for inclusion in the Bulletin.

Merops mnisster European Bee-oator

The records from West Africa glven in Bamnerman (1) are surprisinclyl
few and far between considering that thins is n common bird of paséage '
on both southward and northward mimration, I 1ist hereunder all my

rocorde for hoth Ghana and Nigeria.

Bth Daconbor 1954  Four birds {n South Ghanalan Togoland.

Ot Docenber 1950 Two separate flocks of about a dozen {n the sano area.” e :

9Nst March 1955, 30 plus circling over Ho fn Ghanalan Togoland at nid=day had gone in the evening, -

Med March 1955 Over 40 seen moving slowly noriivards, North of fo and just South of the Vano Pasa,

2%th March 1955 Sovoral soen over the residential arca of o, I

28th March 1955,  Many seen over the residential area at Yo, : o

Ist April 1958 A Flock of 40-50 over Oturkpo 1n |doma Division of Benue Province, i o

5th April 1958 ermvﬁwom~mmMi&&mamemQMagmwdH%bkdhmﬂdekwﬁm.

11th Aprl) 1959 mmqamwmﬂyﬁtMameﬁa1wmﬂmhsMnﬂmeahmmﬂym%&MNwaw
niles to the East of Minna in Mger Provinca, g o

%th Septesher 1063 A flock of over 60 eircling high avor #ial, 16 niles Host of Bukuru and on the adgo of the scarp
ﬂwy&wmshﬂymMMWﬁtwmh&WMNﬂkhMMm C SR

Betweon 1938 and 1954 I never saw one, pﬁeaumably bécauéé:during
this period I wae always mtationed in the Himh‘Forost‘arens:of 8.W,
Ghana. Since then I heve been off and on in the savannsh arees and
have fregquently seen them but only at tho timea of Sprinm aud Autumn
migrations, Further I have nevor known them to remsin anywhere; thoy

have alwnyo boen moving dn s leilsurely way, feedint an they o,

Moerops walimbicus Rosy Bec-oater

To ptate that this bee-enter la "...entirely absent from the Sonth-
orn Territorins of the Gold Coast..." durinr the rainy season is
incorrect. T hrve onc record for 2nd July 194%6 at Brimen Reservoir, 9

miles Worth of Coepe Coast and have certainly seen it there many times



.

during the rains.

My ligerian recordsy like my Ghanaian o_'nes', indicate that, though it
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may wander, it can hardly Dbe gaid to miprate. My Wimerian records arc i

28th March 1958  Several at Abinsi on River Benue,

17th Apei] 1958 Several hundrads at Abinsi,

23rd July 1958 Several over Kurmin Kirayi, East of Lafia (Bonue Provincs), .

%th Ay 1958  Several ovar a kurni sone 12 niles South of Lafia on the Makurdi road,

st March 1960  Soveral over Huw Rivor Niger at Lokoja.

Bombylonax breweri Black-headed Bee-eater

This bird must exist in Wigeria *, probably in the fringing forest alon:s
waterways in the Derived Savannah Zono and Southern Guinea Savannah %ona (2).
My own records conaist of three birds in one ‘day, one of which was coll.ccliod
and sent to the Natural History Museum, South i(ensin[:;ton. Thoy were seen, [lrat
a single bird snd then a pair, on 6th February 1952, All worel j_aer ahed du khe
higher branches of the fringing forest a-lom:'the AMfram River (Ghana) and reve

their presence away by flying ont after passing insecta.

AMromps albicollis White-throated Bec—~eater

. Recbrqqd by Bannerman as wintering only in the Southern Provinces of Niporina
during the dry season., In fact it also winters in the high forest outliers in
Southérn Guirieu Sevannsh (2) South of the Plateau and probably in those fnriher
to the West. I have scen it i.n the 13'1_atéau Province bnt off the plateau in

December and in Zaria Province in early March. Details of dete and plmce Aroe !

12th Hay 1963 Several flylng Northuards over Naraguta {Jos),

T74h May 1963 A few hanking insects over Jos

2t ay 1963 Five flying in a Northerly direction near Assob scarp on the Jos-Makurdi road.
10th June 1963 Several flying over Karaguta (Jos) fn a Northerly direction.

Tth Qctober 1963 Nine flying Southwards neer Vom, ' _

%4th Cotober 1962 Many flylng Southwerds noar Rafin Bauna Forest Resorve (os),

st Octobat 1963 . Soveral flying Southwards near Naraguta, . . .

Tst Hovenber 1963 20 flyfag Southvards near baraguta '

kth Novenber 1963 Many flying Southuards over Rafin Bauna Forost Reserve (Jos).

6th Noverber 1963 Many flying Southwards over Kiru {Jos), ‘

19th November 1963 Several flying Southwards over the Wase « Turac motor road.

13th Novenber, 12th & 13th Decenbor 1963 Hany over Karmin Nuntar (Morth of Maranga) in Plateau Privinges
Bth March 1964 Kurmin Kafanchan (Jena'a), o

10t - Thth March 1964 Krmin Lamiac (Joma'ale o

gth - 17th Apri1 1964 - fbadan

Melittophagus pusillus Leant Bée-—eater |

This is a bird whose usual habitat is grassland or snvauna bhut which in

very quick to mpread into arecas where true High Iorest has been dentroyad

and grasser such as Panicum moaximim have started to colonise.

Melittophague bullocki Red-throated Bee~ecator

Vi r 4 .' " | |
The followlug iz a list of locnlities and dates when nesting colonices hnve
Jbeen occupied : |

cont, /

* ] . . - SORPAE——
Some ol about six Bombylonax breweri cbserved by Volsoe near Idah (Knbha |

Province) were collected. -%d.




4th Octobor 1960 Mile 72 Jos - Hakurdi road,
28th October 1961 East of Abuja on the Koffi road,
26th October 1961 About ni?e,38 on the Jos ~ Makurdi (Assob scarp) road,
gth Fobruary 1962 " | C
V4th February 1962 "
2nd August 1962 About mile 72 on the Jos - Hakurdi road.
2hth Septomber 1962 On the road down the scarp from Kurra to Jekdo,
( 9th Harch 1964 Nona seon at tho Milo 38 colony on the Jos « Makurdi road, )

In Ghnna 21l the nesting (olonlm-* 1 found were occupied botween 12tk
Septecuboer and 1l#th February,

Dicrocercus hirvndineus Swallow-taillod Bee-sater

fn 1llusive bird which scldom seems to haup around one place for more
than two or throe daye. My Nigorinan records sre @
208th Docembor 1958 One; Hinna - Kita road,
2nd January 18527 Ono batween Minna and Zungoru,
20th January 1964 Throo; logothar on Shendam - Latia dry scason road,
20th Fobruary 1960 Ono in the rest-house compound at Ckirta (Torin Province)
Bth Harch 1964 Oho; Gimi rivor near Jos « Makurdi road,
12th Bareh 1958 Onoy Wukard, Bonus Provinca
10th March 1958 Two at Gboko, Banuo Province
Qrd Moreh 1961 Two : Minna fuclwood raserve
9th Aprt1 108 Twa & Minna
17th April 1961 (ne near Zungoru
19t dpril 198 Ona, Nasarawa, Bonuo Province
220d apr11 1964 Ono and a palr South of tho River Gaji in Yanker! Game Roserve, Bauchi vainca.

23rd Apri? 1964 A pair at Fadaman Makkah in Yankari Game Roserve.
2ith April 1964 (he and threo pairs botwoon uikkl and Fadaman Galala in Yankari Geme Rnsarvs.

3rd Hay 1959 Cho, Kinna,

13th Hay 1959 Throo, Minna,

15th May 1959 Three, Hinna

16th May 199 Two, Mnna Fugivood Forest Reserve.
18th Jdne 1960 Four, Minna :

28th Jne 1963 lho, Flbro Roscarch Contre, Joma'a,

My L::hanaian records are 4 botween 27th tovember and 16th I‘obruary
Durln{' maril oy Aud June 1959 o total of 15 were smoen in mand nrOund '
Minna; another bhotween Minna mlﬂ Zunrveru in January 1959 and yo
another in Deccmbcr 1958 on the Minna to Kuta rosd. '

A totel of & dozen in the Yankari Game Remerve on three deys in
April 1964, dncluding % differont volre, wens ccrtnjnlﬁ o:ceptional,
Unc bird of one of Lheno palres was perched within 10 £+, of nyself
and Mr Justice idolden for two or threc minutes pivmnw us not only a
Tirat clasn viqw but alpo letting us heer its call, a vory subduod
"twlt" anawerad by its companion in o trce above ~nd Bahinm nae Very |
unlike any bheo-coters' coll I lave ever henrd.

Ita nome of Swallow-taniled Boewcntor certninly deseribos its outline
well but "8wall ow»-"l ke would be more ant, because the 1ivencss oxtends
quite ae mach to 1.hu bird in flight, which romindn me vory much of the
Inconsequoatinl flight of & swallow, particularly Hirunde lLoncosoma
the Pled-~wing sed Swnllow, In fact I think it prchnilo that ite food will

be found to conniat of amnll innectn rather than bees, beetlos otc. g

and thereforo presumably more carlly obtained on the wing likc a
awallow than from m perch 1ike 2 flyecatchor,

"
1 . a ' - -
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SYNOPSIB OF THE STLTUS OF BIRDS AT ILARO

J.,.Button

There follows a list of birds noted at Ilaro, 40 miles South-ilest of
Abeokuta, Western kegion, from September 1962 to ipril 1964, The observations
were mainly on the Egbado College compound, on the_per::l.pher:f of the town;
the College is surrounded bj thick bush, and although the region is heavily
cultivated, there are many local stands of ve'ry‘ tall t wber, -:.[laré lies nesr
the boundary of forest and Derived Savannah. Ident’ifi_qafion has been .confirm-—
ed in a large number of cases - particularly of t-he. ‘ehyer dense-tangle-
frequenting species - by examination in 'the hand oflmist—netted birde.

a = abundant = f = frequent o = occa51onal . r = _raré '

d = dry season (hence od = occasional in dry seeson)

Ipake is the Ilaro Forest Mesarve, 8 miles South of the town. .

? or (%) querles status, not 1df=nt1f3.cat10n.

" Bubuleus fbis Cattle Egrot ad  Phoeniculus bollei - .Buff-headed Ylood Hooboe

C g
Aviceda cuculoides Hest African Cuckeo-Falcon r Corytharnis Jeucogaster White-bellied Kingfishor . f
Milvus migrans West African Black Kite fi  {spidina picta Pigny Kingfisher f
Elanus caeruleus Black-sheuldered Kite 0 Halcyon senegalensis.  Senegal Kingfisher f
Kaupifalco monogrammicus Lizard Buzzard f o Ha leucocephala Grey-headed Kingfisher 0
Gypohierax angolensis  Palm-Nut Vulture © o Merops matiabicus  Rosy Bee-eater O
fecipiter badius Shikra f Aerops albicollis lihi to-throated Bes-eater ad
A, macroscelides Hest African Goshawk f Melittophagus gularis  Black Bee-sater r
Gymngenys typicus West African Herrier-Hawk f (in rains) Bycanistes sharpei  Leughing Hornbill - f
Francolinus bicalcaratus Double-spurred Francolin £ (" ? ) Lophoceros semifasciatus Allied Hornbill a
Streptopelia semitorquata Red-eyed Turtle Dove f L. cakrus : Red-billed Dwarf Hornbill o
Tympanistra tympanistra  Tambourine Jove f L hartlavbi ., Black Dvarf Hornbiil r
Turtur afer Red-hilled tood Dove a Tropicranus albocristatus White~crested Hornbill f
Vinago australis Green Fruit Pigeon a Tricholaema flavipunctata Hairy-breasted Toothbill f
Tyto alba Arican Barn G4 f Gynnobuceo calvus Naked-faced Barbet a
Ptilopsis letcotis - White-faced Oyl f Pogoniulus subsulphureus Lemon-throated Tinker-bird  f
Turacus persa Gotd Coast Touraco a P, scolopaceus Speckled Tinker-bird f
Carythacola cristata Giant Blua Mantain Exter  a Trachylaomis purpuratus  Yellow-billed Barbet i
Crintfer pifscator  ° Grey Flantain fater f Indicator exilis - Least Honay-guide r
Cuculus clamosus . . . Black Cuckoo £ (in rains?) Campothera mvosa . Buff-spatted Hoodpecker 0
C. sol i tarius Red-chested Cuckoo  f (in rains?) Mewopicos pyrrhogaster  Fire-bellied Woodpecker f
Clamator lavaillantii - Llevaillant's fuckoo = r Motacilla aquimp Arican Pied Wagtail - o
ChrysococcyX cupreus Emerald Cuckoo f Budytes flaws Blue-headed Wagtail ad
Lampromorpha caprius Didric Cuckoo f Anthws Teucophrys Main-backed Pipit a’
L, klassi . Klaas" Cuckoo . f A frivialis . Trag Pipit _ fd
Contropus gpﬂ]ii Bl ack-bell jed Coucal r Macronyx croceus Yellow-throated tongclaw
G. leucagasi:er Black-throated Coucal f Tadopsts rufescens ©  Rufous-winged Akalat - f-
0. senegalensis Senegal Coucal f  Macrosphenus kempi ~ Kemp's Bush-creeper f
Ceuthmochares aereus Yellowhi1] a M. concolor OMivo Bushecreeper (status?)
Caprinulgus ni griscapularis Black-shouldered Nightjar . f . Pycnonotus barbatus . Comnon Bulbul a
Hacrodip teryx longipennis Standard Winged N ghtjer o Trichophorus barbatus  Bearded Bulbul f
Scotornis ¢l imacurus Long~tailed Nightjar ad T, calurus 't hi te-bearded - BuTbul f
Micropus apus Comon Swift  a (eve of rains) Bleda canicapilla trey-headsd Bristle-bill f
Coltetoptera affinis Litila African Swift — f Thescelocichila Teucopleura Swanp Bulbul f
Cypsiurus parvus Palm Swift f Pyrrhwrus §im;?1ex Simple Leaf~1ove f-
Furystomus 2fer Broad-bil7ed Reller fd - BacopogPn indicator Hhi te-tailed Grosnbul f
Biue~throated Roller o f

Phyllastrephus albigularis White-throated Greenbul

F, gularis o
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