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THE AVIFAUNA OF TOPO ISLAWD, NEAR LAGOS

J.A.Button

Topo Island is a long narrow strand % - 1% miles wide, separated
from the mainland by a brucmisk~waﬁer lagoon of similar variability
in breadth. The lagoon meets the sea at Lagos and Cotonou, Dahomey.
The observations were made along a four-mile atretch from a point opp-
ogite the township of Badagry eastwards to Topo proper, an amgemblape
of now mainly disused bulldinpge once occupied by nuns.,

An extensive coconut palm plantstion fringes the ocean side of the
island, and & narrow belt of dense vogetation -~ reeds, bushes and enall
tress - extends along the lagoon side. The central ptrip conrlmts of
grassland, with Borassus and oil-palnp, scattered thickets and several
ponds surrounded by marshy ground during the reins whieh evaporate

almoat completely during the dry season.

The main interest of the area lies in the fact that here is a slze-
able strip of tesontially gavannah environment extending Uant-West
below the forest zonej a projection, in fact, of the Drhomey Savennah
Gap. This is reflected in the rather peculiar avifauna, which differs
in several regpects from that of the adjacent ares of mainland @

(i) Savannah birds not hitherto encountered by the author on the

mainland : Streptopelia vinacea the Vinaceous Turtle-Dove is

guite common and appears to be breeding on Topo ( on 15th
September 1961 an immature bird was scen being fod by an

adult). Cinnyricinclus leucogaster the Amethyast S8tarling meen

feeding young at a nest in the hollow tap of a dead oil-palm
stump, 24th June 1961. _

(ii) Birde encountcred in derived savannah on the mainland but
occurring more commonly on =nd characteristic of the Island

Mirafra huckleyi Buckley's Bush-Lark, Macronyx croceus itho

Yellow-throated Longelaw, Lanlarius barbarue the Barbnry Shrike,

Ptilogtomig nfer the Black Magpie and Clnnyris venustus the
Yellow-bellied Sunbird.
(1ii1) Certain dry-season viusitors notably Bubulcus ibils the Cattle

Egret and Budytes fl:vuz tho Blue-headed Wagtadlld sppear to

remain lator here than on the mainlend, Un 156h April 1962 a

(iv)

flock of at lemst 50 Fpribs wes soon, ono of which hed completo-
ly developed buff brecding rlumes; at Ilaro, U% miles te the
North-lnst, fprets have usuelly pmoune by the end of Mprrch, Amadn,
on 15th April 1962 3 Waptnils were present; tho latest dnte for
Wrgtnils at Llaro that year was 4th Aprdl, & Milvus migrans
Blnck Kites wore noted at Topo on 23rd June 196%, tho last heing
soen at Tlaro on lst May that yorr.

Of forest birds, Turtur afer the ked-billed Wood-Deve, Tchitrea

snithii Fagnn's Parsdise Flycetchor and others have been noted
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along the lagoon edge or around the fermer nunnery grounds

The following lstt was conp:_].ed fron observatlons made ‘on eight
visits to Topo Island between June 1961 and June 1963.

a2 = sbundant; f = frequent; o = occasionalj d = dry scason (hence ad =

sbundant in dry season), 7 or (2) quer:l.es stptns, not identifieation.

Pyrrherodia purpurea Furple Heron 0
Casmerodius albus African Graat thite Heron o
BubuTeus ibis Cattle Egret - cd
 Butorides striatus - African Green-backed Heron f -
|xabrychus minutus Red-necked Little Bittern
Milwus migrans . - Wast African Black Kite - ¢f

Lamprocolfus chalcurus

Kaupifalco monogrammicus Lizard Buzzard (1)
Gypohierax angolensis Palm-Nut Vulture 0 .
fecipiter badius. Eritrean Shikra 1
Francolinus bicalcaratus Doub] e-spurrad Francalin ¢
Hmnocorax flavirestris Black Crake f
fctophilornis africanus Lily Trotter f
Stephanibyx lugubris Senegal Plover - f ()
Afroxyechus forbesi Forbes' Banded Plover ¢ (7)
ketitis hypoleusos Common Sandpfsser f o
Glottis nebularius Graenshank 0.
Sterna hirundo Comman Tern . a {7)
Streptopelia semitorquaia Red-eyed Turtle-Dove f '
Se vinacea Vinaceous Turtle-Dove ¢
Stigratopslia senega'lensis Senegal Dove ¢

*Turtur afer Red-billed _#Hood Dove  f
Agapornis pullaria Red-headed ‘Lovebird o
Centropus grillii - Black-bell{ed Coucal .. f
C, senagalensis Senegal Coucal G
(ypsiurus parvus Paln Swift _ e
{oYlatoptera affinis Little African Seift f .
Eurystomus afer Broad-bilted Roiler fd
Ceryle rudis Pied Kingfishor f
Haleyon seregatensis Senegal Kingfisher ¢
ferops albicollis Whi te~throated Bee-eater ad
Lophoceros nasutus - Grey Hornbill 0

- Mirafra bucklayi Buckley's Bush-lark-- e
Rudytes flavis Blue-headed Vagtail fd

. fothus Teucophrys Plain-backad Pipit - £

Macronyx. crocaus . Yeliousthroated Longclaw - a
Hypergerus atriceps Oriol e-Babbler 0
Fyenonotus barbatus - Common Bulbul c
Pyrehurus flavicol 1is “Yollou-throated Leaf-lTove o
P, simplex Simple Leaf<love f
fndrogadus virens Littie Green Bulbul 9 .
Platysteird cyanea . Scarlet-spectacled Flycatcher 6
Turdus Tibonyamis - Hurrd chane” Thrush . f
Maloctchla mentalis Moustached Scrub Warbler  f (7)
Sylviatta flaviventris White-belTied Crombet ‘o .
Hirundo asthiopica Ethiopian Swallow f
Hy leucosoma Pied-winged Swallow 0

- lanfarius barbarus *“Barbary Shrike . f
Pryoscopus gambonsts Garbian Poff-backed Shrike o
Jehagra atstralis Brown-crownad Tchagra f
Pilostomus afer - Black Magpie _ &
Cinngricinclus Teucogaster Amethyst Starling 0

- Short-tailed Glossy Starling o

Cinnyris cupreus Copper Sunbird. f

* . G coceinigaster Splendid Sunbird N
C. venustus - Yollow-belled Susbird ¢
Chalcomitra fuliginosa Carmelite Sunbird - f
Gollared Sunbird 0

Anthr'eptas collaris
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Pachypharitos pachyriynehus Conpact Woaver o

Malimbus scutatus ‘ Red-vented Weaver ¢
Spernostes cucullatus Bronze Mamnikin ¢

Lagonosticta senegalafrufopicta  Fire-finch sp. ¢

TOPO AVIFAUNA : ADDENDUM

C.H.Fry

I have recorded tht followinr gpecles in the mame arca of Topo
Island in addition to Button's limt sbove, on 15th Apyil aud 2ud Moy
1962

Faleo tinnunculus Kostral

Fo ardosiaceus Bray Kastrel
Contropus senogalensis opomidis Rufous-boll{ed Coucal
Corythornis cristata Malachite Kingfishor
Pytantiug atripennis Gapuchin Sabbier
Vidua macroura Pin-tailad Whydah
Estrilda (paludicota) (Fann-breastod) Vaxbill

Discounting C. eponidis as o race of C. emepnlonsis, this pmives n
total of 67 species, distributed by habitat (Blgood 196hn, or for spacies
not mentioned therein, tlpood 1964b) as follows

Agquatie +..11 (Pyrrherodia, Casmeroding, Bntorides, Ixobrychus,
Limnocorax, Actophilornis, Stephanibyx, Actitim,
(lottis, Ceryle, Corythornis)

Coasts ... 1 (Chalcomitra fuliginosa),

Marine oo 1 (Bterna)

Widespread* 9 (Milvue, Stigmatopelia, Cypsiurus, Collotoptersa,
Halcyon, :crops, Hypergerus, Pycnonotuam, Vidun)

Forest  +..11 (Kaupifalco, Gypohierax, Strcptopelin semitorquatea,
Turtur, Pyrrhurus siwplex, fndropadus, Sylvictta,
Tehagra, Anthreptes, Malimbus, Phyllanthua)

Savannah e+ 3% (Remminder,

The savanva relations of Topo are reflected in a conslderably higher
proportion of savannoh birds (51%) than at Ibadan (41%) whera thers inm
a foreast/savanush interface fauna. At Topo there are only 16.%% forost
birds, as compared with 30% at Ibsadan (Table 1),

......... s e o e BB
_______ Tindan Topo
wWo. ol epecilen! Bnma | ilo. of nﬁuclnr i

hguatic 42 16 11, 16,5
Coastal 0 0 1 1.5

Marine U U 1 1.5
Widesprend 19 Y 9 L2

floreat 46 36 1 LG.5
Gavannah 109 I, | 3 5.

inblo T,

Particular. atbtention wey he drawn to the rocord of Eokrilds
(FiliuddicoLra), small idlocks of which werc mecn in reeds in the Laraon
side ol Topo on both ny vieits. Field description taken at the time
correaponds with dannerman nnc with B.M. skins, except that the bill

wi.8 redy, not horn-coloured.- Specimens rosuire collection, ns this





