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Neocossyphus Stizorhiua

N. Conpo forest rufus = fraserd Conro forest

& Zanzibar coast, ] E. to Ugands . '
Upper CGuinea & poensis ~  finmchi | Upper Guinea forest
middle Cengo

forests

One can postulate ovolution between the pedirs to ho olther vertical or
horizontal in this diagram; i.c either (horizontal) rufum =nd poengis
pave rlae to fraserd snd finschi reapactiﬁely in Central Sfrica and
Upper Guinca (or tho flycntchorm gave rise to th:. thrushes); ox

a a .
(vertically)/Neocompyphus and/Stiworhinn say in Cantral Afrlgs sach
spociated on migrating to Upper Gninea. '

As hordgontal ovolutlon hore would rcquifc sympaltric epaciatilon, the
poptulate of vertilceal ovolution is morc accopteble, l
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fi. 1d. Dendropgraws of monophyletic (left) and polyphyletie
orizing of the Muscicapinae from turdine smtock.
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Lanner Faleon Abtbngkine Pled Crow. On tebh mornine of 16th March 1964

Vidode, CouoF. and myself woro of Kaffo Reck near Vom on the Jon
Platoru, watohin: ewnllows and swiftn hawkiue ineects slonsr the ¢lifC-
foce. Our nttention wag drawn to s fissure in the e¢liff-frco which
appearod to contanin a sitiine bird, which waas nubaequently dilsturbed
and proved to he a Lanner Falcon Falco binrmicus. The bird flew un to




1%,

Join its mate which was somewhat playfully harrying A Red-triled

Buzzard Buteo auguralis.‘The falcons broke off this énﬁmmement and
commenced planing on thermél‘currents, at a heipght of apnroximately

300 ft.

Meanwhile a pair of Pied Crows Corvus albus apperred flying at
approximately 25 ft. above the ground, and calling loudly; they were

two or three hundred yards from the presumed Lanner nest, and oblivious
of the falcons neerby. Oneof tho falcons immediately stooped upon onec
of the crows, at fantastlc mpeed, hittinp it a glancinr blow. The crow
fell to earth and the fslcon pulled out of its dive, gmined heleht nﬁd
flew off., Thinking the crow to be cowering in fripght we wont over to
gee 1f 1t was injJured and found it to be dead, with hlood seeping from
the bill., Subsequent exswnination showed the thoracic cavity te be
filled with blood, and a discolouration in the oceipital reglon of the
skull, We ooncluded that the crow had been concussed by an original
blow to the head, the thoracic hadmorrhago end death resulting from

- impact with thp:ﬁround. None of us had ever witneased such n display
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Extension of Range of the Vire-crested Alethe. In May 1964 I netted

8 Fire-crested .ilethe Alethe cnstanea in Gambari Forest Reserve,

Ibadan. The bird is known from Benin Divigion, but this ir the first

record of the race so far West, pp J.H.Elpood

The Coot : a New Nigerian Bird. vn th January 1963 I hsd » distant

view of a Coot Pulicna sp. at the far mide of a 200-yd. wide flood
lake at Mallam'faturi, on the shore of Lake Ched a few wmileos from

the Yobe outfall. I would like to have been ncarer to try to make

a specific identification, but the generic characters not:d were : an
all-black wigeon~sizcd bird, riding rather high on open wetor some
yards from a reecd-bed, with rather smnll head and congpicuons whiﬁe
forehend shield, This could hrve bern the Crested Coot ', cristata,

which is a non-migretory bird distributed over the whole of 5. and T,
ffrica and dedagascar with a reolie population in S. Snadin and Slpcria
(Voous, K. .tlas of Buropesn Birds, 1960), but is far mors likely to
have beeun the partial nigr nt F. atra of Burope. Thin winters (intor
nlia) in the Sudan North of Klartoun, and wam rocorded for the First
time in West Africa in.Sunegwl by Morel & Roux (Donnecs nouvelles sur

L'4vifauae du Senegal, L'Ulsenn 1962 1 32 ). In any case thore are

srounds for regarding the two foriis as conspecific, C.H.Fry
fhe Ortolan Bunting : a New Lircerian Bird. 4 fine Ortolnn

Bunting limberiza hortulana was wntched st close renpe in ewxcellent
light by C.i.T° and €. Wood-Kobinson at 0930 hrs on 29th Decerher

1963 con Kufena Rock, Zariam. The bird wns active and nnpronchablo,'and






