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19.

Britiech Museum (Nat. Hist.) as ipaloderma nerina brachyuruzn. I have
subsequently seen this bird near Lzare, and Philip Blasdale hnas repw

orted it near Potisltum.

P Blasdale also fepbrted Pygny Flycatchers /Alseonax nininus as

being present in the Ruriwai areca just off the Jos/Zaria road,

Unfortunately no skins were procured to establish the race.

I have records of an additional species which can positively be
added to the Plateau list. On 6th May 1952 I saw an ifrican Blue

Quall Excalfactoria adsnsoni near Sabon Gida Damr, and on 7th Jun e 1960

I saw three birds of this species in practically the seme place.

R.E.8harland.

Red-necked Kestrel Falco chiquera hunting bats. For eipght successive
evenings until the time of writing (18th January 1965) I and others

have watched a pair of Red-necked Kestrels taking bats shortly after

their emergence from houses on the ihmadu Bello University campus,
Zaria. Un each one of these evenings, one or both birds have been
seen elther striking at or carryinr in the talons a bat, and I have

~ seen the actual mid=-sir strike thrce or four tlmos now.--‘

The bats are of one or twn fairly small sp901es,‘up to 10":or 121

wingspread, and omerge from the eves en masse abont 15 mihﬁtesraftefﬂ'
- the sun sttr o At about the tiwe of emergeénce, or a few minufes beféré,
{'i.e. ebout 1830 hrs,, the falcons nppear and sit quietly waiting on
one of two or three favourite tree~tbp verches. No aoonér do the bats”
cmerge than the falcouns set off in pursuit in fast @owerful flight
usually about tree-~-top level, but rising 4if ﬁéceSEary to one or fﬁo
hundred feet. Just before the falcon closes on'it, tho bat takes
avoiding action and as often as uot escapes; slthoush T had the imoress-
ion that the birds sorietimes do not try too hard: -Onee. a bat was cnuﬂht
held in the talons for a few seconds and then released. Having canturcd
its prey, the kestrel makes off and doubtless nerches to consume it.

The performpnce 1s over by 1840 hrs.

Cave & MacDonald (Birds of the Sﬁdan) éay fhﬁt the‘Red—necked
Kestrel is a '"courmgeous little falcon usually seen dashing after prey
at breakneck speed." In the hest tradition of the genus Falco, it
certainly is a bold and fast flier, and habitually takes prey on the
wing - weaver- -birds, swifts and doves (Bannerman, 1954), and also
5rasshoppers, locusts and termltcs (Roberts,. The Birds of South
nfrlca, who also records rats and 11zar63 in the diet). Mackworth-
Pracd & Grant (African Hendbook. of Blrds) say that this kestrel is
active at dusk, and I would venture to sugmest that the falcon which:
Macgrogor reported seeing ¢ntehin- buts at Kadunr (Bull. ¥.0,S. 31
15) wre not o Hovhy 7, Pubbuteo but the present chcles F. chiguera.
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