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Sussex and York, our attention was drawn to two small herons a few yards into the
mangroves. Aller reversing the boat, we were able to identify two White-backed Night
Herons Nyeticarax lenconotus, one of which was photographed. The birds kept close
together and quietly climbed amongst the lower mangrove roots, only a little disturbed
by our presence. The mid-aflemoon light provided clear views. They appeared slightly
bigger than Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus, seen sone minutes before, but gave
the impression of being slender and long-legged. The crown, nape and lotes were dull
black; the eyes were large and liquid black surrounded by a white eye-ring. Below the
whitish chin, the neck, chest and belly were dark rust, the back and wings dark grey.
We did not detect any white on the back, possibly because the birds neither flew nor
moved their wings. Afler some minutes they moved further into the mangrove.

We can lrace no published records of this species in Sierra Leone but G.D. Field
(pers. comm.) refers to a specimen being collected in 1952 in Songo Creek near the
Peninsula and to unpublished sight records for the Litile Scarcies River and from Kono.
This sighting would therefore appear to be unusual.
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Breeding of Slender-billed Bulbul Andropadiss grucilirostris in Sierra Lcone

As Keith et al. (1992) state that the nest and eggs of the Slender-billed Bulbul
Andropadns graciiivasiris are undescribed, a note of my cbservations in Sierra Leone
may be worth-wlhile,

Although basically a forest canopy species, the Slender-billed Bulbul is much less
dependent on forest than most of the genus and in the 1970s used regularly to breed in
my garden at Fourah Bay College on the outskirts of Freetown. My house was near the
edge of the college housing area, with plenty of rather scrubby secondary forest or
“bush” within easy flying distance. The garden consisted of open grass and a number of
trees and shrubs, particularly dnisopiiyilea laurina and Dialivm guineense, left when
the ground was originally cleared for housing because of their edible fruits. The
Dialium trees (and others) were frequently infested with hairy caterpillars, attracting
Didrie Cuckoos Cinysecaccys caprins and the Slender-billed Bulbuls, which were
therefore regularly in the garden and I could expect to see or hear them there most days
of the year.

In four separate years a pair buill in cne of these Dialiwm trees, in another year they
chose a Ranvolfia vontitaria close to the house, and in another a tall, straggly hedge of
the exotic Tecoma stans, none of which trees was higher than 6-7 m.

Nests were built almost entirely by one individual, presumably the ferale; ancther
bird, presumably (he male, accompanied each visit, normally without assisting in
building, although very occasionally he too would bring material. The latter bird also
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occasionally gave bursts of song, again suggesting that it was the male. The site was
always a terminal fork, with light leaf shading above, rather thicker in the case of the
Tecoma, though here, by the time the young fledged, the (ree had almost entirely shed
its leaves. The outer shells of the nests were of leaves, usually dead but sometimes
green, with spiders’ webs and lichen but practically no moss, and with a rather
perfunctory lining of petioles, the whole secming rather small for the size of bird. The
two eggs (not measured) were pinkish, heavily marked all over with purplish red-brown
streaks and smears, so that at a glance they looked simply brown. Both sexes incubated
and brought food to the young, in the latler case swooping up onto a twig below the
nest, pausing for several seconds and then hopping up onto the nest. Afier delivering the
food, the adult swallowed faccal pellets. It then usually brooded the young for several
minutes, even when they were quite large, though I cannol be sure that both sexes did
this, Only one breeding attempt was completed successfully; usually the nests were
predated, probably by Vine Snakes Thelotornis kirtiandii which were plentiful in the
area. The successful nest (in the Teconia) was started a few days before 9 November
and the single young fledged 11 December,

The species was observed elsewhere in Sierra Leone either building or carrying
food, both inside and at the edge of the forest, usvally in much higher trees (some 15-20
m high) though one nest in a small tree at the forest edge was only slightly higher than
my garden nests, In all, my records show breeding or attempted breeding in Jun (1, the
only pre-rains record), Sep (3), Oct (5), Nov (8), Dec (2), Jan (2), the month being
adjusted to the assumed date of laying. This seasonalily is lypical of Andropadus (Keith
at al. 1992), although the species more strictly conflined to forest {A. virens, 4.
latirostris, A. ansorgei) continue breeding well inlo the dry season (Feb-Mar) (Keith et
al. 1992, pers. obs).

I thank John Elgood for reading this nole and making some helpful comments,
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Nest sites of Brown Nightjar Caprimalgas binotatus and Collared Nightjar C.
enarrafus

1 was interested to read the notes on Brown Nightjar Caprinmuigns binotatus by Carroll
& Fry (1987) and Fry (1988), and would like to point out a record of a nightjar species
nesting other than on a firm substance which pre-dates the one discussed in the notes:
the Madagascan endemic Collared Nightjar C. enarratus has been recorded nesting on





