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BIRDS OF YANKART GAME RESERVE, NTGERIA
by M. Dyer and M.E.Gartshore
Received 24 September 1975

As an addendum to her comrehensive and excellent survey of Yankari
Game Reserve, North Eastern State, Nigeria, Sikes (1964) published a
list of 356 species of birds recorded from various sources dating back to
1956; but no other lists have, to our knowledge, been published sub-
sequently.

Between December 1974 and March 1975 the authors and C.H.Fry spent
a total of 15 days in Yankari, recording 173 species. The habitats
vigited in the Regerve over this period were principally those adjacent
to the Gaji River (56 km being covered on foot) and areas that could be
driven to by road.

We give below a list of the species recorded by ourselves and by
Sikes (1964) within the confines of the Heserve, incorporating alsc the
unpublished notes of J.H.Elgood, C.H.Fry and J.B.Weod. The list nunbers
rather over 210 species, nearly all observations having been made in the
dry season, Visitors to Yankari in the wet season are likely to en-
counter many additional birds, and we expect that about 400 species will
eventually be recorded as regular in the Reserve. Observers are invited
to submit new records to The Bulletin.
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The list follows the sequence of Mackworth-Praed & Grant (1970-1973)
and the namenclature is that of White (1860-1963). Notaticns are as
follows :-

br - has been recorded breeding

-~ see appended note

- caomonly seen throughout the Reserve in large numbers
seen regularly in small numbers

— not conmon, seen in small numbers in scattered localities

=0 B *
|

0 - seen rarely; only one or two individuals recorded
{no abundance symbol is given for those birds which we did not

ourselves chserve.)

Struthionidae

*strich Struthiv camelus
Phalacrocoracidae

lLong-tailed Cormorant Phalacrocorax africanus

Darter Anhinga rufa
Pelecanidae

Pink-backed Pelican
Ardeidae

Pelecanus rufescens

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea C
Black-headed Heron A, melanocephala u
Goliath Heron, A. goliath u
Purple Heron A, purpurea c
Great White Heron Egretta alba c
Yellow-billed Egret E. intemedia u
Little Egret E. garzetta u
Cattle Egret Ardeola ibis a
Squacco Heron A. ralloides C
Green-backed Heron Butorides striatus c
Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax u
Scopidae
Hammerkop Scopus umbretta c
Ciconiidae
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus o
Abdim's Stork C. abdimii u
Open-bill Anastomus lamelligerua o]
Saddle-bill Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis c
Marabou leptoptilus crumeniferus c
Viood Ibis Ibis ibis
Threskiornithidae
Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus u
Hadada Hagedashia hagedash C
Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus
Anatidae
White-faced Tree-Duck Dendrocygna viduata
Pygmy Goose Nettapus auritus
Knob-billed Goose Sarkidiornis melanotus
Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis u
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Sagittariidae
*Secretary Bird
Accipitridae and Falconidae
Ruppell's Griffon
White-backed Vulture
Lappet-faced Vulture
White-headed Vulture'
Hooded Vulture
Hobby
Red-necked Falcon
Kestrel
Fox Kestrel
Grey Kestrel
Kite
Tawny Eagle
Wahlberg's Eagle
African Hawk-Eagle
Martial Eagle
Lizard Buzzard
Short-toed Eagle
Grasshopper Buzzard
Bateleur
Fish Eagle
Palmnut Vulture
Red—necked Buzzard
Shikra
Gabar Goshawk
Dark Chanting Goshawk
Harrier-Hawk
Phasianidae -
White-throated Francclin
Double-spurred Francolin
Stone-Partridge
Guinea-fowl
Rallidae
African Crake
Black Crake
Lesser Moorhen
Heliornithidae
Finfoot
Gruidae
Crowned Crane
Otidae
Arabian Bustard
Denham's Bustard
Senegal Bustard
Black-bellied Bustard
Burhinidae
Senegal Thick-knee
Jacanidae
Jacana

Sagittarius serpentarius

Gyps ruppellii

‘G. benghalensis

Aegypius tracheliotus
Trigonoceps occipitalis
Neophron monachus
Falco subbuteo

F. chicquera

F. tinmmculus

F. alopex

F. ardosiaceus

Milvus migrans

Aquila rapax

A. wahlbergi
Hierasetus spilogaster
Polemaetus bellicosus
Kaupifalco monogrammicus
Circaetus gallicus
Butastur rufipennis
Terathopius ecaudatus
Haliaetus vocifer
Gypohierax angolensis
Buteo auguralis
Accipiter badius
Melierax gabar

M. metabates
Polyborpides radiatus

Francolinus albogularis
F. bicalcaratus
Ptilopachus petrosus
Nunida melagris

Crex egregia
Limocorax flavirostra
Gallinula angulata
Podica senegalensis
Balearica pavonina
Otis arabs

Netis denhami
Eupodotis senegalensis
E. melanogaster
Burhinus senegalensis

Actophilornis africana

o
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Charadriidae
Spur-winged Plover
White-headed Plover
Wattled Plover
Black-headed Plover
Great Snipe
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Greenshank
Glareolidae
Egyptian Plover
Pteroclididae
Four-banded Sandgrouse
Columbidae :
Speckled Pigeon
*Adamawa Turtle-Dove
Red-eyed Dove
Vinaceous Dove
Laughing Dove
Namagua Dove
Black-~billed Wood-Dove
Bruce's Green Pigeon
Green Pigeon
Cuculidae
Cuckeo
Senegal Coucal
Musophagi dae
Viclet Turaco
Grey Plantain-eater
Psittacidae
Yellow-bellied Parrot
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Coraciidae
Abyssinian Roller
Rufous—crowned Roller
Blue-bellied Roller
Alcedinidae
Pied Kingfisher
Giant Kingfisher
Malachite Kingfisher
Pygmy Kingfisher
Woodland Kingfisher

Blue-breasted Kingfisher

Grey-headed Kingfisher

Striped Kingfisher
Meropidae

*[ittle Green Bee-ecater

Carmine Bee—eater

¥Red-throated Bee-eater

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater

Vanellus spinosus
V. albiceps

V. senegallus

V. tectus
Gallinago media
Tringa hypoleucos
T. ochropus

T. glarecla

T. nebularia

Pluvianus aegyptius
Pterocles quadricinctus
Columba. guinea

Streptopelia lugens
5. semitorguata

S. vinacea
5. senegalensis
Oena capensis

Turtur abyssinicus

. Treron waalia

T. australis

Cuculus canorus gularis
Centropus senegalensis

Musophaga violacea
Crinifer piscator

Poicephalus senegalus
Psittaculus krameri

Coracias abyssinica
C. naevia
C. cyanogaster

Ceryle rudis

C. maxima

Alcedo cristata
Ceyx picta

Halcyon senegalensis
H. malimbica

H. leucocephala

H. chelicuti

Merops orientalis
M. nubicus

M. bulocki

M. hirundineus

Bull. Nigerian
Orn. Soc.11(40)
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Bucerotidae

Grey Hornbill

Red-billed Hornbill

Ground Hormbill
Upupidae

Hoopoe

Green Wood-Hoopoe

Black Wood~-Hoopoe
Strigidae

Scops Owl

Pearl-spotted Owlet

Fishing Owl
Caprimulgidae

Standard-winged Night jar
Capitonidae

Bearded Barbet

Vieillot's Barbet

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird
Indicatoridae

Black-throated Honeyguide
Picidae

Fine-spotted Woodpecker

Cardinal Woodpecker

Grey Woodpecker

idae

Little Swift .

Palm Swift

Mottle-throated Spinetail
Alaudidae

Flappet Lark

Crested Lark

Chestnut-back. Sparrowlark
Motacillidae

Yellow Wagtail
Timaliidae

Brown Babbler

Black~-cap Babbler
Pycnonotidae

White-vented Bulbul

Yellow-throated Leaf-love
Muscicapidae

Swanp Flycatcher

Grey Tit-Flycatcher

Black Flycatcher

Sen.Puff-back Flycatcher

Wattle-eye

Paradise Flycatcher
Turdidae

Olive Thrush

White-fronted Black Chat

Wheatear

Tockus nasutus
T. erythrorhynchus
Bucorvus abyssinicus

Upupa epops
Phoeniculus purpureus
P, aterrimus

Otus scops senegalensis
Glaucidium perlatum
Scotopelia peli

Macrodipteryx longipennis

Lybius dubius
L. vieilloti
Pogoniulus chrysoconus

Indicator indicator

Campethera punctuligera
bPendropicos fuscescens
Mesopicos goertae

Apus affinis
Cypsiurus parvua
Chagtura ussheri

Mirafra rufocinnamomesz
Galerida cristata
Eremopterix leucotis

Motacilla flava

Turdoides plebejus
T. reinwardii

Pycnonotus barbatus
Chlorocichla flavicollis

Muscicapa aquaticus
Myioparus plumbeus
Melaenornis edolicides
Batis senegalensis
Platysteira cyanea
Terpsiphone viridis

Turdus pelios
Myrnecocichla albifrons
Oenanthe oenanthe
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Whinchat Saxicola rubetra
White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapilia o
Sylviidae
reed warbler Acrocephalus sp.
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
Wood Warbler P. sibilatrix
Crombec Sylvietta brachyura u
Smaller Green-backed Eremomela Eremomela pusilla u
Grey-backed Camarcptera Camaroptera brevicaudata u
Oriole Warbler Hypergerus atriceps o
Black-backed Cisticola Cisticola eximia
Winding Cisticola C. galactotes c
Moustache-Warbler Melocichla mentalis u
Tawny—flanked Prinia Prinia subflava c
Hirundinidae
Swal low Hirundo rustica c
Ethiopian Swallow H. aethiopica c
Pied-winged Swallow H. leucosoma c
Wire-tailed Swallow H. smithii u
Red-rumped Swallow H. daurica u
Rufous—chested Swallow H. semirufa u
Campephagidae
Red-should. Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga phoenicea o]
Grey Cuckoo-Shrike Coracina pectoralis
Dicruridae
Drongo ) Dicrurus adsimilis ¢
Laniidae
Straight-cr. Helmet-Shrike Prionops plumata u
Northern Brubru Nilaus afer c
Yellow-billed Shrike Corvinella corvina o
Black-headed Gonolek Laniarius barbarus c
Puff-backed Shrike Dryoscopus gambensis u
Black-headed Bush-Shrike Tchagra senegala u
Sulphur-breast.Bush-Shrike Malaconotus sulfureopectus c
Grey-headed Bush-Shrike M. hypopyrrhus u
Paridae
Black Tit Parus leucomelas c
Oriclidae
African Golden Oricle Oriolus auratus [
Corvidae
Pied Crow Corvus albus c
Piapiac Ptilostomus afer c
Sturnidae
Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster c
Blue-eared Glossy Starlong Lamprotornis chalybaeus
Bronze-tailed G1. Starling L. chalcurus u
Purple Glossy Starling L. purpureus c
long-tailed Gl. Starling L. caudatus c
Chestnut-bellied Starling Spreo pulcher u
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Zosteropidae )
Yellow White-eye Zosterops senegalensis o]
Nectariniidae
Beautiful Sunbird Nectarinia pulchella c
Pygmy Sunbird Anthreptes platura c
Copper Sunbird Nectarinia cuprea u
Scarlet—chested Sunbird N. senegalensis u
Green-headed Sunbird N. verticalis c
Ploceidae
Chestnut—cr.Sparrow—Weaver Plocepasser superciliosus u
Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus u
Bush Petronia Petronia dentata u
Bl.-headed Village Weaver Ploceus cucullatus ¢
Black-necked Weaver P., nigricollis u
Little Weaver P. luteola u
Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea c
Red Bishop Euplectes orix c
Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata c
Red-winged Pytilia Pytilia phoenicoptera c
Red-billed Firefinch Lagonosticta senegala c
Bar-breasted Firefinch L. rufopicta u
Black-faced Firefinch Estrilda larvata u
Bed-tailed Lavender Waxbill E. caerulescens u
Orange-checked Waxbill E. melpoda u
Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu E. bengala u
Broad-tail.Paradise Whydah Vidua orientalis u
Fringillidae .
Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus c
Emberizidae
Cinnamon-br.Rock-Bunting Emberiza tahapisi u

*Ostrich : reported by Sikes (1964) from a record in 1962. The bird
is now extinct in Yankari, although there are still some bet-
ween the Reserve and the Benue (Dr S. Sikes, pers. camm,).

¥Secretary Bird : recorded by J.H.Elgood just ocutside the Reserve
limits. There is no reason why this species should not be found
in Yankari.

*Adamawa Turtle-Dove : usually considered restricted to the Plateau
region.

*Little Green Bee-eater : probably near its southern limit of distribution.

*Red-throated Bee-eater : perhaps one of the most evident species in
the Reserve mmerically. Not listed by Sikes (1964).
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