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A considerable amount of information concerning birds observed
in the geographlcal area which is now the Mid-West State of Nigeria
(shortly to be re-named Bendel State) 1s scattered through the
literature, but there exists as yet no check-list for the area, This
paper tabulates the species in a form which could be used as a basis
for a check-list, and is compiled fram a wide but not exhaustive
literature; from my wife's and my own observations during eighteen
months' residence at Sapele (050 54'N, 052 42'E), which included
travel in some other parts of the Mid-West; and from notes and
caoments kindly made available by J.H, Elgood (JHE), M. Insole (MI)},
D.N, Johnson (DNJ), C.S. Porteous (CSP), R.E. Sharland (RES), and
Mrs. F.E. Warr (FEW),

D.N, Johnson is carrying out an ecological study of forest
birds in an area of secondary forest on the edge of Benin City and
will be publishing the results in due course, Meanwhile his systema-
tic mist-petting is proving most productive; for example, he has
obtained the first positive record for Nigeria of the Dwarf
Kingfisher Ceyx lecontei and shown its regular presence in the forest,
and he has much additional information on the status of same other
specles included in the Appendix.

The Area

The Mid-West State covers an ares of above 49 000 km?® {19 000
sq. miles) and is bounded to the north by Kwara State, to the west
by Western State (that division of it shortly to become Ondo State),
to the south by the Bight of Benin, and to the east by the River
Niger. )

The habitats vary from the hilly derived savanna of the
northern parts where inselbergs abound, through areas of primary and
secondary forest, intersected by many watercourses, and agricultural
and plantation areas (rubber and oil-palm) lying roughly across the
centre, to the swamp forest, lagoons and mangrove creeks of the
Delta in the south, where also are to be found same curious enclaves
of apparently old grass savanna to the east of Sapele, north of the
River Ethiope,
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Asaba

Figure 1. Mid-West Nigeria, showing the principal towns and

geographical features.

Inset : its location in Nigeria,
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The population of the Mid-West State was estimated at 2.5
million in the 1983 Revised Census figures (it has certainly
increased since then), and is broadly scattered in all areas (see
main towns in Fig, 1). The creeks area, rumnning south-east paral-
lel with the coast line, is the least densely populated.

A major feature of present-day development — not unknown
elsewhere - is the rapid decrease of the forest due to timber
exploitation offset by relatively little re-afforestation, with the
corresponding increase in derived savanna largely used for purposes
of shifting agriculture, although there are a few large-scale
agriculture developments and new plantations,

Increasing urbanisation has not yet greatly affected the
major habitats but there are clear signs of, for example, forest
birds (particularly sunbirds Nectariniidae) adapting to human resi-
dential areas.

The Bixd Fauna

At least 331 species have been observed in Mid-West Nigeria
(Appendix), comprising 184 non-passerines (108 genera in 34
families) and 147 passerines (78 genera in 16 families). Scme
records were made in the early years of the century, but most have
been made since 1930 and the greater part of those since 1960. There
are sane curious absences of birds which might be expected to be
present, for instance the White-faced Tree Duck Dendrocypma viduata,
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus, Flappet Lark Mirafra rufocinnamomea,
Fiscal Shrike Lanius collaris (which Marshall, 1938, seemed surprised
not to have come across 1n the savanna areas of Ishan 40 years ago),
and the Chestnut-cap Flycatcher Erythrocercus mecallii. These and
other species surely oceur, and show the need for more widespread
observation, especially in the northern savanna,

Status

The status of species, so far as presently known, is indicated
in the Appendix, No special attempt has been made to give mean
migration dates, but sane can be inferred approximately from the
data under Seasonality. Some arrival and departure dates at Sapele
may be of interest (Table 1).

It is difficult to reach agreement on the meaning of ordinary
words signifying frequency and, in view of the varying circumsfances
of the observers quoted and of my wife's and my own observations, I
have felt unable to adopt exactly the same criteria as any of the
other authors consulted. As a general basis for our own observations
I have taken a '"locality' as meaning an area of 24 km (15 miles) in
diameter (as in the "Birds of Nigeria Field Card'), and the terms
used for frequency in any locality may be defined roughly as follows:
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the course of two hours

Frequent

two hours

Qegasional
Rare
Vagrant

Where other authors have used the same temms they are guoted as
in the original text but occasionally it has been necessary to inter-

not less than 20 individuals seen in the locality in
not less than five individuals seen in the course of
individuals or groups seen from time to time

less than five sightings per year
a single sighting, not to be expected.
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pret caments and place the observations in one of the above categories.

I have abandoned the use of the term "abundant™ because it seans to me

too easy to misinterpret.

Table 1.

Some arrival and departure dates at Sapele

Departure Arrival
Cattle Egret 7.V.74 X.74
Bubulcus ibis 28,1V.95 16.X.75
Black Kite 27.V.74 24, 1%.74
Milvus migrans 3.VI.75 26.1X.75
Cormon Sandpiper 27.IV.74 20.VI11.74
Tringa hypoleucos 28.1V.75 18.VIL.75
White-throated Bee-eater 6.VI.74
Merops albicollis 23.1IV.75
Swallow 8.V.74 28,1X,74
Hirundo rustica 6,IV.75
Blue~headed Yellow Wagtail 12.1V.74
Motacilla flava 24, 1IV.75 16.X1.75
Whinchat 5.IV.74 1.X, 74
Saxicola rubetra 15.IV.75
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