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NOTES

Wood Ibhis at Ibedan. Alsiny'le Yood . Ibis ibis ibls was seen wandering

slowly alonw the cultivated rrrass ver{re of a house in the MNow Reserv-
ation, Ibddan, on 17th January, 1966 at 15 G hrs. The obeervation was
nade at a distance of only esbout 70 feet and the identification con-
firmed after reference to ‘BannErnan (1I9533). The hird was utterlv fear-
less of th? occasional cer but rat_hér shy of aporoaching man, 2nd
remained for abuunt 20 minuteé. de days later a vair wses seen in flight
in the same area, and a single bird was watched on 22nd January in
exactly the same place as firgt seen., Elgood & Sibiey (Ibis 106 1964 :
221-248) list this species as rare, i.e. with five or fewer iecords, at

Ibadan, _ _ D.M.Robinson

A Strined Crake 'Porzana'marginalgi st Ibadan. A rail picked up dead
on 4th December 1965 by W.H,Bigsph: 1t near a marshy stream on the Univ-
ersity of Ibadan campus preved to be of this species. This is 1: e
second record for Ibadan (vide Flgood & Sibley, Ibis 106 1961} 221~

RSP e

o48), Elsewhere in Nigeris it has been recorded frowm Sokoto (breedinz),

Maiduguri and Bauchi (vide Ranneruan, 1953—).

As with ma'ﬁy secretive birds in the Tropics this snecies will almost
certainly prove te be much commoner than present records indicate. 8o
far however, very little is known about it‘ althouszh it has turned up at
0dd places in Africa, from Algeria to C'ane Proviance (Mackworth-Praed &
Grant, 1957). The present specimen ig now in the Ife Universi ty Zoology
Department collection, ’ ) ' D."Nells
Bannﬁ; uennc,J D.A. (1953) The B:ers of wWest and unuatorial Ai‘rlca. {London):

549~350,

Elgood, J.H, &. Slbley, F.C. (1964) The tropical forest ed,n'e avifauna of
Thadan, Nigeria. Ibis 106 : 221-248.

Mackworth-Praed, C.W, & Grant, C.H.B. (195’?) Birds of Tastern a,.-.d North-
Eestern Afrlca. Vol. 1 (2nd edition). (London): 289 290.

Blue ilock-Thrush at Zaria. On 24th March 1966 T maw a female Blue

Rock-Thrush Monticola solitaria feeding on a recently burnt plateau

about three acres in extent between the pealks of Kuffena Roek, Zaria.

- The species was hitherto unknown to me but was identified as such, after

good views were obtained, throup;h famlllarity with textbook pictures., The

bird wee still present in the same place on 28th t'arch, when in addition

to a sale Rock~Thrush M, saxatmlls acquiring full breeding pluwage there

wes almost certainly a second female Blue Rock~Thrush on the burn, The
following morning the bird was netted, ringed Jos Museunm 15173, photo-
gr_aphed in colour, examined and released, but no other rock-thrushes

were seen.



14,

Description : Whole upperparts from forehead to upper tail coverts, including lesser and median wing
coverts dark bronish gray. Wings brovn, the primary~ and greater coverts narroly tipped buff; underwing silvery
gray; axillaries mid gray with terninal and sub-terninal pale rufous or buff bars, Tail uniforn very dark gray
above and below, lores, circurorbital area, chin, throat and upper breast buff, palest an the Tores and chin and
hacening suffused with achra tewards the breast; merging into the gray of head-top and nape; throat and breast
finely mottled with brown; remainder of underside sxcept under-tail coverts gray=brown, barred blackish and paje
fawn, the proxinal 2/3rds of each feather being gray, and the distal 1/3rd with three narrow crescentic dark bars
seperating Mo wider pale fawn areas; the barring beconing most praminent on flanks; under-tail coverts a warm
ochre or pale orange heavily barred blackish, Irs dark brown; bil] and legs black, Measurements : wings 121,
123 mm, tarsus 31 mm, bi11 25,5 o, veight 105 gos .

In the field it resemhbled a Turdus thrush or even a Eurtpean
Starling Sturnus rather than the Rock-Thrush M. sexatildisj it
appeared an all-dark-gray bird with a french~gray wash over the
head, mantle and particularly rump, browner wings, blackish tail,
and a mottled and barred gray-brown underside with anochreous
wash oa the throat and heavily-barred rufous-brown undertail cov-
erts; the bill is conspicuously long and appeared slightly decnrved.

M. solitaria lacks the short tail, upright stance and tail~vibration

on landing which characterise the smaller M. saxatilis. No voice
was heard. The bird fed entirelylon the ground, but perched also
freely in small trees and shrubs. Its halﬁit:at - a recently burnt
thicket on an inselberg - is apparently exnetly the same as that
of the only previously recorded Blue Rock—Thr.ush in Nigeria, one
shot on Igbetti Rock, 36 miles N.W. of Ilorin, in December 1960,

C.H.¥Fry

Further Mew Records for Plateau Province over 3,000 ft,  The

following species have been recently r‘ecorded on the Jos Plateau
for the first time {vide Ebbutt et al.,, 1964, Bull. Nig. Ora. Soc.
% 3 9-1h; Sharland, 1964, ibid. & : 18-19; Ebbutt & Smith, 1965,
ibid. 5 : 19; and Ebbutt, 1965, ibid., 6 : 52) -

Anastomus lamelligerus Openbill. One, Pan Yam, 2,i.'66.

Erolia alpina Dunlin, One, Sabon Gida, 30. xii,'65.

Tringa totanus Redshank. One, Sabon Gida, 15.}::11.'65_.'

Halcyon chelicuti Striped Kingfisher. One present at Vom for
several we‘eks after 30.ix.'65, s'ub'se'que'ntly netted. Recorded just

over the border in Bauchi Province by Horwood. D.Ebbhutt
RECENT PUBLICATIOll\TS‘

It is intended to note the more important recent publications
relevent to West African ornithology, s a regular feature in the
BULLLETIN. The majority of such publications anpear in Ibis, Ostrich,
and the Nigerian Field, all of which are readily accessible public-

ations so that reviews will not bhe given here.

Ahmadu Bello University Library now has very zood ornithological
representation, andlbooks and journals are available to registered
borrowers, not necessarily University persounnel, and 'visiting

e





