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Description : Whole upperparts from forehead to upper tail coverts, including lesser and median wing
coverts dark bronish gray. Wings brovn, the primary~ and greater coverts narroly tipped buff; underwing silvery
gray; axillaries mid gray with terninal and sub-terninal pale rufous or buff bars, Tail uniforn very dark gray
above and below, lores, circurorbital area, chin, throat and upper breast buff, palest an the Tores and chin and
hacening suffused with achra tewards the breast; merging into the gray of head-top and nape; throat and breast
finely mottled with brown; remainder of underside sxcept under-tail coverts gray=brown, barred blackish and paje
fawn, the proxinal 2/3rds of each feather being gray, and the distal 1/3rd with three narrow crescentic dark bars
seperating Mo wider pale fawn areas; the barring beconing most praminent on flanks; under-tail coverts a warm
ochre or pale orange heavily barred blackish, Irs dark brown; bil] and legs black, Measurements : wings 121,
123 mm, tarsus 31 mm, bi11 25,5 o, veight 105 gos .

In the field it resemhbled a Turdus thrush or even a Eurtpean
Starling Sturnus rather than the Rock-Thrush M. sexatildisj it
appeared an all-dark-gray bird with a french~gray wash over the
head, mantle and particularly rump, browner wings, blackish tail,
and a mottled and barred gray-brown underside with anochreous
wash oa the throat and heavily-barred rufous-brown undertail cov-
erts; the bill is conspicuously long and appeared slightly decnrved.

M. solitaria lacks the short tail, upright stance and tail~vibration

on landing which characterise the smaller M. saxatilis. No voice
was heard. The bird fed entirelylon the ground, but perched also
freely in small trees and shrubs. Its halﬁit:at - a recently burnt
thicket on an inselberg - is apparently exnetly the same as that
of the only previously recorded Blue Rock—Thr.ush in Nigeria, one
shot on Igbetti Rock, 36 miles N.W. of Ilorin, in December 1960,

C.H.¥Fry

Further Mew Records for Plateau Province over 3,000 ft,  The

following species have been recently r‘ecorded on the Jos Plateau
for the first time {vide Ebbutt et al.,, 1964, Bull. Nig. Ora. Soc.
% 3 9-1h; Sharland, 1964, ibid. & : 18-19; Ebbutt & Smith, 1965,
ibid. 5 : 19; and Ebbutt, 1965, ibid., 6 : 52) -

Anastomus lamelligerus Openbill. One, Pan Yam, 2,i.'66.

Erolia alpina Dunlin, One, Sabon Gida, 30. xii,'65.

Tringa totanus Redshank. One, Sabon Gida, 15.}::11.'65_.'

Halcyon chelicuti Striped Kingfisher. One present at Vom for
several we‘eks after 30.ix.'65, s'ub'se'que'ntly netted. Recorded just

over the border in Bauchi Province by Horwood. D.Ebbhutt
RECENT PUBLICATIOll\TS‘

It is intended to note the more important recent publications
relevent to West African ornithology, s a regular feature in the
BULLLETIN. The majority of such publications anpear in Ibis, Ostrich,
and the Nigerian Field, all of which are readily accessible public-

ations so that reviews will not bhe given here.

Ahmadu Bello University Library now has very zood ornithological
representation, andlbooks and journals are available to registered
borrowers, not necessarily University persounnel, and 'visiting
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scholars and research workers'., There is a photocopying service.

The .ditor will gladly assist where possible with members'

enqiiries regarding the loan of literature.
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