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LHE BIRDS OF THE MOLL GAME RESERVE
Part 1. Nohwpasserines. |

by _
W.G.Harvey & L.D.Harrison.

LNIRODUCTION
o Tn Octobor 1967 lr. E.0.4.Asibey, head of the Ghann Gane and
Wildlifo Department, suggestod to the Oxford Ornilthological Socloty
that usolnl work oould B carried oub in the lele tome Roscrve. Dy
Februsry 1968 five sbudents intercsted in doing this bhad formed an
pxpodition wnder the auapices of the Oxford University Exploration
Club, with whose help equipment and ifunds wore raised,

, Tho aims of thoe expodition were to provide information on
the avifauna of the Reserve, to make a small collectlon of skins and
thotographs, and to frain four locul gume werdens in the basic
principlos of floeld ornithology. : - ,

S Phds poper attonpts to indicate seme of the main ormithological
foatures of the Resorve and is based on the work of the oxpedition,

THE_JHSERVE
Mole Gane Reserve covers gOO s8g. miles of the Orchard Bush
sountry in northern Ghana betieen 9 30'N and 10030‘N and around 1°W,
Tho soils are thin, dry and laterditio, purticularly in the east, and
the rivers vhich cro scasonal, drain eastwards from the granite platoou
in the west to the Volta. Apart from a few limited scarps in the south
most of the torrain 48 rolling with the improssive Konkowi scarp rising
further north in an area we werc uncble to visit,
The Rescrve, due to the incidence of diseaso, the poor solls
and the seasonal rainfall, has long repelled scttlement. 4 Pew groups
of hunters viere moved to peripheral villoges in the ecarly 1950's when
the Reserve vas oroated by the British, Wov the only population is that
of the Reserve staff Lliving in anall strabegically placed villages
Linked by inadequate dirt Tonds. The main villoge of this type is Samole,
near which the motel has been built and whero vo had our basc canip,

MAIN HABITATE

Although not gualified ecologlsts, we attompted to identify a
fov basic habitat types which wo worked intensively. The most widesproad
habitat we called "Dry Orchard Bush" and this covered some 856955 of
the arco. This consisbts of almost clomed canopy with small twces 200
20 in hiedght ond o nuntbor of ‘typos including several acnclas. The ground
covor is mainly Llong conwse grass with o fow saaller shrubs,. In plocoes
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the monctony of this Orchard Bush is rolieved by open areas of grass
and bare latcritic surfaces, _

Tallor treas, often in small groups, or assoclated with wobtoer
arens or vell drained slopes. Most of the river courses arc borderod
by & narrow strip of tallor, forest trecs. This we called "Riverino
Forest", We worlod the best example of this near Lovi cawmp whers ve
found a nubor of forest spscies. A sccond forest type is "Dry Forest”
vhere theore is no visible water. This appearcd to be associated with
0ld village sitos and of‘ten contained numerous fruit trees, palms and
other evidenoo of cultivation now abandonod, Both types of forest are
charscterised by thick undergrowth of long grass, oreepers and shrubs
vhich mode movement through them very difficulb.

Hear some of the riwer courses are often arcas of scasonal
marsh or "fadama". Tn places these exend into the Dry Orchard Bush
and are charaoboriscd by opon wator and long, thicker grasses., The
Fadamos vary in character with tho ammount of rainfall but are usually
open arcas of gross and vatber, sometimes to depthe of 5', bordered by
small bushes and occosionally semi~-permonent pools. The fadama at Sanwole
includod tre large man-nade dans, build below the motel in an attomyh
to ntltract big game. These dans woere {ringed with reeds and bushes
groving on tho sides of bare carth walls,

Ve also workod the limited areas of scarp in the Resorve and
noar Damongo, south of the Reserve boundary. Although rarely more than
200" high, thono scarps ofton had presont species rarely found elsovherc,
As well as orocas of boro rock and soroe, groups of fruit bhearing treea
wore also found there. ,

. The Finol habitat we distinguishod was ‘that of settlement and
cultivabion, Aparh from the immediate onvirons of the huts and buildings
with mown grass and specially selected trees there were also limived
arcas of oulbivated ground. Those were in differont stages of cultivation
from bare eanth to frulting crops of a variety of types.

The Fxpodition was prosonti in the Bescrve from 2hth July 1968 to
7th Septombor 1966, This is tho wet secason in northern Ghana and moximun
tenperatures rangod fron 3106 to 3?00 vlivile minimum temperatures nevor
£oll bolow 20°C. lelative. hunidity ronged from 66% o 95%, and a tobol
of 13.1" of yain foll during our stay, mainly in the af'ternoons. This
hoavy rainfall caused many roads to be impassablo and our nmoyements in
the Resorve wore restricted but we succceded in visiting a number of
sites in tho south of the arca. N

The folloving list was complled by the Expedition during tho
time spent in ilole, The places and habitat types descrihed above are
refferrod to, and an attomp has been made to relate each specles Lo tho
habitat in vihilch we found 34, ‘ :

, Sedontific nowenclature Follus White, C.M.N. (1960~65) Chgol
List of Afwican Birds. Luscka, Zanbin. ‘ .

N LA By B LI TER TN e s O RS S e R A
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AMOTATED CITECK LIST OF BIRDS

HET T R AN CF ST SRt g ]

Blde“hiﬂdOd Horon Jrdea nc]¢nocepha1? Delinitely identifiod on two
dates on the notel morsh in mid- -Aagust. Three large herons scen alb
dusk on one doy vere either this species or £.cinorea.

Goliath Heron Arden gmolipth: Singlo rocord. of ong flying south along
tho motel scarp on 25/6,

Grent White Horon Tigretba albe: Singlo,rocord_(ZQ/S) of one flying
south over the narsh, S

Groon-backad Horon Hntpgéiqirrﬁgﬁttﬁﬂ' Mumorous 1n marsh and wot bush
but not on Lorested river banks. Recorded alnost cvery doy with up to
8 on the motel norsh, including immatures., liore apparent when water
lovoel wias high or during rogular morning and ovening flighting to and
fron roosts in large trees, Distinctive Jackdamv-Llike (Corvus monodula)
call noted wony bimes, One male caught and skinned.

Night Heron INyoticorax nycticorex: Two records for motel mersh in lato
July wero both in the evening.,

Rod~nockod Littlo Bittern Lxobyychus minutus: Recorded on three dates
in notel marﬂh, ugually flylng over thick reeds although once seewn to
gottle in o troo,

Afyican Duexf Bittern Ixobrychus sturmil: Flushed from thick cover on
motol marsh on three dates.

Hammerkop Scopus unbrctta Recorded on many dates, usuﬁlly in padrs,
on vet moarsh, wivcquuks, and flooded roads. Nest found high in
riverside trec vos found to be empty although bird had been flushod.
Display Tlight rocorded 29/8.

Wood Ibis Tbls Ibis: Colony in villagoe noar castorn boundary repoxrted

in Noverber 1968 by Gome Renger. We did not record this specics our-
golves. -

Sacred Ihis ThTOukIOTnJu aothiopicat L colony of unocoupicd nests

Silk Cotlon Twoc novth of Lovi River was in usc in dry scason by bl”uﬂ
deseribed by Gome Rongor as Sacred Ibis. If this information is corr-
oot they arc rathor far south of theiyr range according to Bennerman

(1930).

Hadada Boutvvdhlﬂ hapgedash: A cormion $peeles lergely restricted to
rivorine Iorcdt Often scon in trees in Llockzs of up to 15. Noisy in
the ovening o boloro rain,

White-facod Duck Dcndrooyﬁn v1duﬁta: Vory common, cspocially on nmotel
moarsh, but socn wlso dn riverine foreshs ond vet bush ot Lovi. Up to 3k
racorded topotlnr neor notel, Usually distinetly pedred, and nuptial
Plight dloplays vere notod, Hever scon on open ueter. One fomlo caught
but not lllled cnd skinrned,
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l"'vg,z*;y Goose Mebiamus aurdtus: Two pairs on notol morsh in carly morn.e
ing of 22/8, Appaventiy prospecting old treos.

Spur-winged Gooso Plootropterus p.rﬂbens::._): Recorded on scveral datbes
particuloarly up to mid-iug U.'o‘t. Lax:l.mun of I on 1;/8 Often seen perched
in trees, : L . . -

White-hacked Valture EEEYPE,A%EL{SA&]@H@;%-{ Both adults and dmnotures ro-

corded on £ivd dates with neximum of i on 22/8. Usually recorded along
motael scowp around nidday. Lo : : '

White~headad ‘FUlLurc, Trigronoceps. occi mto}lfs. Rocordod on f'LftO«...n ANTos
with moaciinun of % on i )/8 :mc:luc;.ln Yo dmnaturos.

Hooded Vulture leophron monschug: Certainly tho commoncst vilture osp-
celally in the RENEE woon. Recorded also cround ‘the potel f,lthongh nover
on the ground, Loz of 12 on 19/8 (around motel).

feyptian Valbure Neophron porcnoptcruq' An adult wo]'L scen fly.t.ng., north

>

along motol searp on 9/£ This s apparontly the first rocord for Ghano.

Red-nockod Kestrel Foleo chicguern: 3inglo record of onc flying over
motel nnrsh in nid-iupgust, '

Grey Kestrel feloe erdosisccus: Singles recordsd at notel and Damongo
scarps in 1o ’Lugu-sb.

Af'rican Hountain Restrel 1" loo nmunculus :r'ul?u..,cens. Tvo singles in

AL N Rl T

carly Sepbenber wich olouoly roserblod the Lumpean TOC0.

Block Kite lilvus migrans: This apparently common dry scason visitox
was rocordet on two dntes (onc in late July) on the Rescrve. We saw
it frequently in carly Septembor on the JOL‘II‘ILGJ south to Accra,

Tawny Bagle Aduiln wapax: At leoast two individuals {an adult and an
inumturo? woro reoordod on nearly thirty separate dotes near the motel,
On 16/8 the immoture was watched chasing o Died Kingfishor Ceryloe rudis
For over half' an hour.

Vahlberg's Bogle Aquils tehlbergl: Recorded with certainty on only a fci

-_......a

occosions along 'Lhu main scarps, na:LnJy in mid-late August.

fifricon Hawk Bagle I wmetu& spilogastoriThis  rather rare eaglc

wos dofiaitoly i dentifiecd on throe dabtos with two bLirds seen on 21/8.
It wos alwoy soon near largoe troos. :

T\[&T."t:lr_ul 3*.0,“'10 Polenactus bellicosus: Recorded on fourteen dates with o
moximu of 2 on 16/ 8, 1th:3ugh o wory srcoiles ond although usuﬂly BN
in £light, good viows werc oblainod of some indi viduals sebtled in tirces.

Long-crostod ok Eagle Lophonotus ogeipilolis: Recorded on two datos

in carly Scotombor in o1, rEC Troes noar D'mon,r,o.

Tilzzand Buzzord Keupifnleo monogronndous: Recorded on nine dates purbis-
oulorly in dxy forest.
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Brown Harricyr Eaglo Oircaatus cinercug: Although only definitely id~-
entified on two dates in late July, s sgocie uos watphe&Hab closo
range killing and eating a small snake. . - ," '

Boaudouin' g llarrier Togle Circactus beaudouni: A pair were reoordod on
several datos up to ﬂldwﬁugust in tho notol aren. This is appurontlj
vory rare bird for Ghana, Dut cur birds were seen well on ex ch OGG&&LOH
and identificd with certainty.

Bateleur Forathopiis onaudﬁtus. Ruoordod on most &ays over the ruservo
with up o Lo togather,

vaor Fagle IInliaogtus vogifor: A pa¢r wmb secn on many datcs around
the notel mowsh ond were thought to be nuﬂt¢ng. The first juvenile wo
rocorded on 11/8. Otherwise cccasionally scen in riverine forest af
Mognord and Lovl.

Palim-nut Vulturo GypohJcrwx ongolensie COﬂﬂ”nly recorded over motel -
marsh and vivorine forsot. Up to thrco scon togother with immatures
aftor 5/8.

Red~talled Buzzord Buteo ag,guralia Recorded on only two dates along
motel sonrp. : ' : |

"

Ovampo Sparrovhovk Acolpitoxr gvanponis: A probablo was identified ovor
the motel marsh on 51/7. | - »
Wost African Black Sparrowhavk Accipitoer melangleucos: Soveral records
of a pair of this species from the mobel and Damongo Scarps. '

Britrean Shikve Accipiter badius: Only one rocor& for 28/7 of an ium-
ature flying along ‘the motol soarp.

Wost Africon Goshawk Accipitor toussenoliis Vhat was pmobdbly an i
ature of this specios was watohed ot olose range attacking o Bladku
billed Wood Dovo Turtur abyssinica in one of our mist nots.

Chestnut~rlonked Goshawk Acciplber castanilius: This diffioult spocmos

was wabohed ot olosc rangs both in FIight oand settled in riverine for-

oat near the motol on 31/7. Acoording to Banncrman(1930) it is a forost
speocics. '

Polo Chantmng Goshawk Heldorex notabqtos' A single record of an lﬂ&WVLﬂUul
along tho notel soarp on the 14/8.

Gobar Goshavk Mellorax gabort This meGlGS was identificd over the motol
morsh on o dates an date July and eerly lugust,

White~throatod Francolin Francolinus albogularis: This scarce spoclos
Waos iduntnflad on only fLVO datcd f' i the LOVJwLarabanpz road in dry bugh,

Doublg~spurred Trancolin Pran0011nun blcalcarmiud Extremely nunerous in
dry orchard bugh and even riverino “Forast, hut aveided wet greund, Re
corded every doy. Three cought and ono Jkln baken,
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Stone Parbdidge P’cllo_puq_l_g;u petrosus: Swmall parties found coonly

in dry ovchard bush, riverine f‘orest and esre cially on the scorp.
slopes. Heard calling regularly in the c.venang.-_ One caught® 'md skin

Takon. : . - P

1

Groy=~broas tod Helneh LTLllnbf"‘fDW.}. Nunida meleasris: ‘I oxry . c.ox_mon :1.1;1
dry orchard bush, wet bosh and near ‘ottlements Of’can s een pJ.r:.lz:t.n{3
(,r:J:L fron roads and sometimes perched in trees.

Bladlk Croke Limnocorax flavirvostra: Recorded orm ten dat;e., from motel marsh
and wet narsh at Lovi and Nognori. Somevhat wary a.l‘hhough seen f eedlnc' in
Tthe open on several occnslons,

Lesser Galinule Porphyrula alleni: Recorded on .Joventeon dates from mo el
marsh, Usually very scoerevive. althou *h seen fecd;nu 4n open in- e'),rly MO ™
ings or during high w:uor., Up to five seen Log@ther, :

Jacona Actophilornis africanuss Very commnon, and ‘recorded evory doy 'froni
wet mavsh, Distinet preference for open areas where they fpd in sc'x’rtored -
flocks of up Lo twenty bll‘db. One caught and skin talcen. : -

Torbe's Banded Plover (,hf\radrlus forbesi: Up to two recorded :[‘rom Lh.e samne
atretch of {laoded road near Lovi on elo*ht da.tes. Also one on dan gide nenr

motel on 26/8. Usually very tame,

Common Sandpiper Trings hwypoleucos: Recorded on ten dates after 3/8 especlally S
along the Lovi River on sandbanks, Also seen on motel marsh after high water
Trom 16/8 - 29/8 with a maximum of three on 16/8. C .

Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola: Rocorded flying over the motel ma:t'sh on
three dates from 27/7 = 31/-9-.

Redshank Tringa totanus: A single bird feeding mmonoernoclly among playing-
children in flooded road near D"IIHOI‘IC“O on 2)/8. This is g rare inland wmi-
grant in Ghana.

Whelmbrel anr\nmp ._'_QAJE‘GO_IJIL:. ’S:mg,le record of three b:l.rd flying horth over -
the motel on 21/8. Ldentified ma.:mly by ca.l]. Abam this is 41}paren'bly a
scarce inland migrant in Glmna. : ‘ ) .

Red~ecyed Turtle Dove $treptopelia qemﬁ,orqmmta. Commonly recorded from Uct .
bush and marsh, end flying over niverine forest., This vas one of the main -
- constituent species in the marfjed morning and evening dove fll{,htﬁ at Lovi-
and the motel, Two caught and one tkin taken, - S

Wiger Mourning Dove Straeptopelin C].L.Glpl(‘ll This dry country dove wa*"identified
on a few occasions i the dove feeding £1lighbs nL LOV]. 'md Lho notel,

Vinaceous Turtle Dove § tTt.._’Qi:Ol)f‘l in ving u@?i: Tiis wad certainly the c:o;mnonest
dove, favouring ir ps.rncular the dry orchaxd bush near roads. Parties of up
to twonty were rocorded fdading on roads and & aller partiecs were omotnmeq

oncounbwod in dry aod T‘LV("I‘lHO im 0,»1,._ Lwo. caug nL a.nd one skin Lmkono -

PR L S
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Laughing Dove Streptopelia sencpalensiss Although recorded every day,
This species was vostricted to the euvirons of e.ett.lemm*l'u, Thore vas
one record of a pair in a recenlly deserted village site 2t Xabampee A
nest with two eggs was found neor the wotel on 25/7 and in August Juwe
eitile birds regularly entered ourx compound building Lo feced on the kite
chen floor. Two caught but no skins taken, :

Red-billed Wood Dove Turtur afors We identified this species on seven
dotes from riverine foreut, ‘espocially at Lovie It is of particular in
tervst that we found both species of Uood Dove on the Reserve while they

never consorted together,

Black=~billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinicuss A common dove in thick orchard
bush and near cultivated | 'md. Revorded every day aear motel although did
not ‘take place in dove feeding £lights. Ten cought and two clins taliens

Yollow-bellied Frudt Digeon Lyeron wanlin: Recorded on seventcen dabes
maluly from thick forest where it was Watchnd feeding on Fiscus trecs.
Often took part in dove feeding movements nesr motel and at Lovi.

Green Fruil Pigcon Trerwon sngbralis: Recorded from thick forest and in
dove movements on fourteen datos By “often in company of T. waalia.

Brown-necked Parrot Poicephalus robustust Recorded on ninsteen dates over
riverine forest, apparently in daily fceding movements, This is apparently
a rare parrot in the novth of Ghana but we recorded up to four together.
Senegal Parrot Poigephalus sencealus: This was the comonest parrod, re-
corded almost evory day over the motcol in daily fouding movements. Small
partics of up to twenty hirds often included both orange and yellow he-
11ied forms mentioned by Bannerman.

Longwtaoiled Parakeet Pgittacula krameris Recorded on most days in fecding
movements over riverine forest both at Lovi and at the motel, but in smaller
numbers bthan Poicephalus sencgalus. oo |

" Red-hoaded Lovebird Azapornis millariat Up to two recorded on six datea
in wet bush at Lovi and the motel., One ca ubht and skin talien.

African Barn owl Tvlo _albat One icilled on road and. skin taken. Smgle
Flushed from roosting cave 'J,’c Demongo scarp in late Augustb. 3

_,Pear]—-upo‘u ted Owlet Glancidium perlatumiSingle record of one in dry foreat

on’ 5/9. .

Spotted Fagle Owl Bubg africonug: A number of large ouls seen at night in
the reserve were-probably of thl gsnecies, One dofinide specimen vas killed
n the raad on 12/8 and the ckin wasg taken, B

Milky Bagle Owl Buho Tacteus: An slmost certain example was 5 scen well and
described in dry forest on Damongo scarp on / 9. This ig considerced raxre
by Bannerman. - '
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Viclet Planta m-eater HMusophaf a._v1olacca. Recorclod on thirtecn dates man.nly
from ,riverinc,__fqrcsb where it consorted in high trees 1n small pa.rtiese '

Grey Plantaineeater Crinifer piscator: Both common and widespread on the
Rz,uorvo, part:.culmly in dry or riverine forest, Up to six werc seen Tow. -
gether wilh nuplial dieplay obscrved on ?6/ T and copulatlon on 1‘3/8.

African Yellow-billed Cuckoo Cuculug canorus: Single watched at very ClDSﬂ
range for scveral minutes in Riverine forest at Dovi on 26/ 38, This is a
very early date for the latitude. : '

Pied Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus: Up to two recorded [rom large trees in
orchard bugh on Four dates. ALl were of the vhite-breasted form, This bird
is considered very rare in Ghana by Bamerman,

Levaillantts Cuckoo Clamator levaillantii: Recorded on five dales from
riverine forest and orchard bush. faximun of b at Hognori on 19/8.

Didric Cuckoo Chrvsococevx capriug: Recomded on nine dates mainly from
riverine forest or over mobel marsh, '

Klaas' Cuckoo Chrvsococeyx ¥laasss Recorded on four dates with two paiis :fn
dry i‘oresi at Sawole in late ALy_,ust. One female cought and slin taken.

ocqegal Coucal Contropus o nc;mlona.w* Very common and c,c'ordcd eveLy ci‘.ay
from all typeg of hobitot, Increase in numbers noted in late Augu t near
motel whon one was seon carrying a leaf., Watched destroying an Estrildine's
nest at Lovi, One cought and slkin taken. S

Plain Nightjar Canrimleus inornatus: Nightjors which were probahly of $his
species were recorded on threc dates from scarp slopes and the road at dusk.
Up to two were scen togelher, : _ S e
Lonm-Lqiled Mightjar Caprimuleus clilﬁa.cu'r"us:' Recordod on several dates at

dugk particularly over the motel marsh where up to 6 vould regularly feed
togothers Twe caught and one Sl{ln Talton., Tn moult, :

Whlt(}-{umde Swift Apus coffer: Several recorded over road near Larabango
on 27/ 7. Only other record was of tyo with many oLhor smf t8 over notel
marsh on 21/8. _

Little African Swift Apus affiniss Recorded on mony dates, mainly in small
numbers over motcl marsh and scarp.
Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus: The commoncat swift, recorded on many days in
vorying numbers, Certainly we did not find this species restricted to the
viCinity of horassus palms as Bannerman suvggusts, but over a  wide vordety
of habitats. ‘ | | .
Gold Coast Spine-tailed Swi-fL Chaotumrn us.s-hum. Up to eip hb rncorded £rom
Lovi on mony dotes with o fow additional ulght_mg;:* over the mokcl morsh
and at Danongo. | |

Blue~-bellied Roller Coraclas eyanopasters Recorded on four dates fvom dry
Torenst and orchard bush near roads. Up to 4 togother,
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Broad~billed Roller Burysbomus glaoucurus: Recorded on more than gixteen
dates, particwlorly in small partics Flying high at dusk. Marked preference
for open marshy ground nsor riverine forest vag noled but also scen over

[y

dry orchard bush,

Guinea. Wood=hoopoe Phoeniculus yurpureus: Small parcbics recorded on twenty

dates in dry orchard bush and dry and riverine forest in several localities.

One caught and skin. token,

"Least Wood~hoopoe Phoericulus aleryimus: Recorded on cight dates madnly in

dry and rivorine forest. Usunlly in pairs. One caught (an imm, nale) and
pikin ftokon. ' : :

Picd Kingfisher Corvie radigt Up to two xccorded on twelve dates from motel

- marsh, particularly after high water,

Giant Kingfisher Ceryle moximas Singles rocorded on Tourteen dates from

riverine forest ompecially ncar moghord.,

Malachite Kinglisher Alegdo oriatatas Record d on many dates from open marsh
ond wel buslh, Scen with fish and flushed from hole in dam wall at molel marsh.
Ten camght and ono skin taken.

Pygny Kingtisher Coyx pighas: Recorded- on eleven dates, usually in pairs,
from riverine forest, dvy forest, and, less comnonly, the motel marsh.
Pound foeding on inscets, Eloven eawght and onc gkin talcen.

Sonceal Kingfisher Holeyon sencpalensin: Recorded rogularly from motel
narsh, wet bush and neor riverine forest. One caught but no skin taken.

Bluc-brensted Kingfisher Halcyon malimbicns Recorded on four dates from
piverine forest at Lovi and on onc occasion in wet bush at motel. Two
caught and one skin toicon. Crughed bectles were found in the stomach.
Bannerman considers this to be a forest specics.

Grey-hoaded Kingfisher Haloyon lencocephala: Single record from riverine

forest at Lovi on 3/ . Bannerman considers this to be o scarce species of
the thorm-scrub.

Stfiped Kingfisher Haleyon chelicuti: Recorded almost every dey near motel

" ares and also from forest at Lovi and Samole. Marlked preference for tall

trees in open bush and telegroph wires.
Rosy Bee-eater Merops monlimbicus: One record of a single in wet bush near
Lovi marsh on "/ﬁB. Acoording to Bannerman this is a very local goeci.es,

=)
Carnine Bee-ealer Merops nubicuss Singles recorded from tall trees near
mobel marsh in mid-Avgust. According to Banmermen this is a bird of the
gemi~arid belts
Least Bee-cater Merops pusillug: Up to two recorded in pairs on many dates.
Distinet prefercoce for open grosisy gledes in wel bush was noted, Very tone.
One caught and skin taken,
Red~-throated Dee-cater HMerops Wloddds Certainly this was one of the common-
est speciesm with partics ol up to twenty recorded every day. Although having
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a distinct preference for tall trees neer wober, it was recorded in all’
other habitate. Fourty-three caught and four skins laken, Fost in moult,
Wing: 95-103mm. Tail: 84--104mm, Bill: 32-40mm, Tarsus: 10-14mm, Weight:
20“26?31'(1{'3& ’ ' ’

Red-throated Bec-eater, Golden-throated Variety Heropsbulocit varl.Boleslavekd:
Jecorded on several ocensions in riverine forest at Lovi yith un to three
together, Although l'xy (in litt.) considers it to form 1% of the population

of M, bulockd, our two sking incremse the world museum population by 50%,

four dates from two localilies where there werc large trees in dyy orchard
bush. Banneman considers this an extremcly local species. ' '
Ground Hoaibill _Bp"ggygg._yg@bxs;fs_ip_‘ip}l_g ; Although we only recorded this species
on two dates it has been seen more regulorly by others in the dry season.
Bearded Barbet Lybiug dubiug: Recorded on fourteen dates mainly from lorge
treoes and forest. Two cought and sking taken, Hony ceglodes found in sto-
machs., '

West African Barbet Lybius vieilloti: Recorded on four ddses from wel bush
especially large btrees near gcarps. Two females caught and skins taken,
Yellow--fronted Tinkerbird Poguniulus chrysoconus: Recorded on eleven dates’
from wet and dry orchard bugh but with distinet preference for larger treosa.,
Blackwthroated Honey~guide Indicator indicator: Recorded on scven dates
from wet bugh and levger trees, lavariably in pairs. One female cought

and skin taken, :

Lesger Honey-guide Indicator minor: Single record of one heard and seen
well in wot orchnrd wush ot Lovi on 9/ a, ' :

Fine-spottod Woodpecker Campethars punctulirera: Recorded from” dry. orcahrd
bush and dry forest on twelve dates, Une caught and glcin taken.: '
Little White-spotted Woodpedker Dondropicos obsolelus: Hecorded on five
dates from tall trees in wet orchard bush, scarp slope and dry forest.

Grey- Woodpecker Nesoplcos pogriag: Recorded on six dates from large trees
in orehard bushe One mole cavght and skin token., Testes much reduced.

4o be continued
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