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FURTHER OBSERVATIONS OF BIRDS FROM THE IVORY COAST

This paper reports observations of a second visit to tha Ivory Coast from
17 Dec 1988 to 9 Jan 198%. The rasults of the first viait wera reported
in Balchin (1988). Locallties are identifled in a gazetteer at the end

of this paper,

Yellow-bllled Stork Ibis [HMycteria) 1ibis. one and two birds were seen

along the Comoe river in Ccmoe National Park on sBuccesaive days.

White-breasted Guineafowl Agelastes meleagrides. A total of thres
separate flocks waa located in fTal Forest, Gartshora's ({1989)
obaprvations suggest that this specles is atill In good numbers there.

Afrlcan Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus. FPreviously (Balchin 1988}, I
reported a lack of red in the tall of this species, but Eurther
obgervations have proved thle te be Incorrect, In flight the closed tail
appears dark but when fanned (e.g. when landing} the red tail was alearly
seen.

Emin'a Shrike Lanius gubernator. This species was noted at three
different sites In Comoe HNatlonal Park, suggesating that it may be a
regular winter visitor or perhaps even a reasident, The birds were always
seen in lightly wooded savanna which 1s the dominant habitat in the

park.

Yellow-headed Rockfowl Pigathartkes gymnocephalus. The lone bhird
{Thiollay 1985, Balchin 1988), was still present at Lamto.

Western Wattled Cuckoo-shrike Campsphaga lobata. A mingle males was seen
in a treetop Eeading party at Tal. The status of this specles is batter
deseribed as uncommon rather than rare In Tal. This species ia easlly
separated from 'black-headed' orioles Oriolus spp, by the faclal wattles,
which are prominent even when the bird is directly above the obearver.

Rock-thrush Monticola saxatilis. A single adult was aeen cloma to the
Comoa River in Comoe Natlonal Park.

Nimba Flycatcher Melaenornis annamarulaes. A party of up to three birds
wan regularly seen around the weather station clearing at Tal, It is a
large, drab, dark flycatcher bearing only a pasalng resemblance to a
Drongo (Dicurus sp.}, and should be eagily ldentified. fThe birds tended
to favour high open parches {30-50 m) in tall dead emergent. trees. They
sat upright, often motionless for long paricds. The only time the birds
were noted feeding was after a short run along a branch; thia odd
behaviour was seen on four different cccasiona. After two of these rung
the bird held something In its bill, presumed toc be a food item plcked up
during the run. Each run was over a dlstance of about 0.5 m, during
which the bird kept its head held close to the branch. Flight over any
distance was direct, with a slight undulation and with the tall held
tightly closed.

Wilson's indigobird Vidua wilsonl. The indigebirda 1n Balchin {1988)
have been identified as this species by R.B. Payne (in litt,.) .,
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Red-fronted Ant-pecker Parmoptila rubrifrons. A party of three males and
one female was seen working its way through the forest edge at vapo. The
party kept low and in cover. A number of tlmes a male was seen to give a
weak 'pee-you' call, during which it opened its bill surprisingly wide.
Thicllay {1985} mentioned P. woodhousei {jamesoni) as occurring, but the
birds which I saw resembied P, rubrifrons as ifllustrated in Mackworth
Praed & Grant {1973).

Red-winged Pytilia Pytllia phoenicoptera. A palr was seen well at the
edge of a small pool in Comoe Hational Park.

Black-faced Fireflnch Lagonosticta larvata. Three birds of the dull West
African race togaensls were seen in Comoe Natlonal Park.

Gazetteer:

Abldjan 5°198, 4°01W Tal (Foreat statlon} 5°50N, 7°25W
Comoe (Natlonal Park} 9°25N, 3°50W Yapo Forest 560N, 5"04W
Lamto 6°13H, 5°%02wW

The following people all contrlbuted to the planning of my trip or the
wrlting of thls paper. I am most grateful for thelr asslatance: G. and
8. Mlport, Dr H.Q.P. Crlck, L.D.C. Fishpool, J.B. Payne, J.M. Thiollay
and R, Vuattoux.
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CORRECTIONS TO THE LIST OF PIRDS OF BAMINGUI-BANGORAN MATIOHAL PARK,
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

Two hundred and seventy eight bird specles were ldentifisd In the Central
African Republic's Bamingul-Bangoran Natiomal Park {(Green 1983, 1984). I
returned to work in western CAR during 1988-90 and began to suspect that
certain species might have been misidentified. Baminguil lay oukside
thelr known ranges, and I was seelng different, closely related specias
in western CAR. During a visit to Bamingul in December 1988, I saw and
confirmed that three apecies should be changed.

Violet 'Purace, Musophaga violacea, Eastern Grey Plantain-eater Crinifer
zonurusg and Blue-naped Mousebird Colius macrouruzs should be replaced by
Ross's Turaco M., rosgae, Grey Plantaln-eater ¢, piscator and gpackled

Mouseblrd C. striatus.






