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KAGORO FOREST CONSERVATION STUDY by R, Wilkinson and R. Beecroft (1988),
B1 pp, Study Report 28, ICBP, Cambridge. £5 from ICBP, 32 Cambridge
Road, Glrton, Cambrldge, €83 O0PJ, U.K.

'Kagoro with its hills and forests is an area of cutstanding lmportance
with regard to its scenic beauty and wealth of habitats, plants and
animals, The whole araa deserves protection so that it may be enjoyed by
futura generaticns'. The authors of this report have made a good case to

support these conclusions.

The Kagoro area lias on the south-west edge of the Jos plateau and is
subject bto heavy ralnfall from the moisture-laden winds that rise up
rapidly upon hitting the plateau's escarpment. In some of the valleys
are amall patches of molst forests that are relics of more extensiva
forqsts that apparently covered tha region 8,000 years ago. An
expadition to the area in 1987, endorsed by ICBP and the Nigerian
congervation Foundation, undartock aarial and ground survaeys for birds
and okther fauna and flora, undertock migt-netting and attempted to
documant the types of disturbance that occur in the forest.

The moist forests of this area are unique in Nigeria because of their
position so far north in the savannah zone. Thay contaln two specles of
bird found nowhere else in the countrys the Red-capped Robin Chat
Cogsypha natalensis and the Purple-throated Cuckoo-Shrike Campephaga
quiscalina, and one species only recently found also 4in Bouth-west
Nigeria: the Yallow-throatad Grean Cuckoo Chrysocaccyx flavicularis.
Thera are populations of a whole suite of interesting forest birds, from
Giant Plantaln-eater Corytheola cristata to Bluebill Spermaphaga
haematina. In addition to coilating all available informakion on birds,
the ewpedition dJdocumented large trcops of Mona Monkeys Cercoplthecus
mona, produced an inventory of the flora and collated unpublished
observations on the unique Charaxid butterfly fauna. Datalls are
included in the 16 Appendices, including one on a vialt to the White
Pelican Pelecanys onocrotalus coleny at Wase Rock.

The foresta are being whiktled away at an alarming rate by forestry,
wood-cuttlng, cultivation, hunting, livestock grazing, fire and palm-wine
tapping, There is suffiecient leglslatlon to control these activitiaa
but, as so often, there are jnsufficient funds to enforce them. Some of
the forest resarves (none of this area is a wildlife reserve) in Kagoro
are not properly demarcated and a major moist forest lies unprotected
batween two of the reserves. The authors call for immediate steps to
ramedy the situation and propose that a buffer zona of savannah be placed
around the forests and the riverine corridors that connect them. There
would then be conslderable scope for allowlng tha sustainable use of the
forests as resarvoirs of the edible and medicinal plants that ara so
interestingly documented by H.D. Onyeachusin in Rppendix 5 of the
report.

I sincersly hope that rapid agtion will be taken by Nigeria in response
to this excellent report before the forssts dlsappear.

Humphrey Q.P. Crick





