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Short Notes — Notes Courtes 
 
 
Development of Yellow-whiskered Bulbul Andropadus latirostris nestlings 
 
On 9 Jan 2003, two chicks of Yellow-whiskered Bulbul Andropadus latirostris were 
discovered in a nest on a 30° slope at 938 m altitude in Mukowa primary forest, Irangi 
area, Congo Democratic Republic (1°53´12´´S, 28°26´58´´E). The forest is closed, 
with dense upper and middle canopies but moderate understorey. An adult was mist-
netted near the nest and photographed, confirming the identification. A. latirostris was 
already known in the area (Kizungu 2001). Previous studies (Brosset 1981a, 1981b, 
1982, Brosset & Erard 1986, Keith et al. 1992) provide no information on growth and 
development of its nestlings. Here we describe weight gain and plumage development 
of the two nestlings. 
 The nest was a cup with the outside built of leaves of a Uapaca tree, and the 
inside of blackish lichen filaments, probably an Usnea species. Its base was 34 cm 
above the ground and its size matched measurements in Keith et al. (1992). The 
offspring appeared to be about four days old, with yellowish gape and only a few 
dusky bluish wing and back feathers. Each weighed 6 g. On 14 Jan, the back was fully 
feathered and the primaries well developed, and these feathers had become dull 
greenish. The head feathers were about 0.5 cm long and feathers had appeared in the 
midline of the belly. Both chicks sat in the nest with their bills pointed outward and 
eyes closed, but when touched they opened eyes and bill, and moved their wings. 
Each weighed c. 13 g. On 16 Jan, feathers had appeared everywhere except under the 
wing, and the chicks could move and fly around and near the nest. They thus began to 
fly around 12 d old, as indicated by Brosset & Erard (1986). They weighed c. 15 g. 
On 17 Jan, the upper mandible had become blackish at the tip and the feathers of head 
and belly were completely developed.  
 On most of our visits, one parent, probably the female (Brosset & Erard 1986, Keith 
et al. 1992), gave agitated vocalizations in the mid-canopy and undergrowth nearby, 
often while carrying food. According to Brosset & Erard (1986) and Keith et al. 
(1992) in most circumstances only the female cares for the nestlings and fledglings.  
 
We thank the John and Catherine MacArthur Foundation, Chicago, the Royal Society 
for Protection of Birds, U.K., and the Wildlife Conservation Society, Uganda, which 
supported the project through MUIENR, Uganda.  
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Does the Didric Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius parasitize Cricket 
Warbler Spiloptila clamans in Nigeria? 
 
Wilson & Sallinen (2003) have claimed the first records of Didric Cuckoo 
Chrysococcyx caprius parasitizing Cricket Warbler Spiloptila clamans. As they 
remarked, Ploceidae are the main hosts of this cuckoo, although some other families 
have been claimed, including a few Sylviidae. The present records are so unusual as 
to warrant more convincing evidence than that presented by the authors.  
 Wilson & Sallinen (2003) based their claim on identification of juvenile cuckoos 
being fed by Cricket Warblers and the relative rarity of Klaas’s Cuckoo C. klaas in 
the region, but nowhere do they mention the two unique and obvious features of 
juvenile Didric Cuckoos, the coral red bill and reddish-brown head. Instead, they 
considered them Didric on the amount of white in the tail and the eye-stripe 
(characters of limited value for separating young Didric from Klaas’s Cuckoo).  
 Of 373 certain host records for Didric Cuckoo in Zambia (R.J. Dowsett, D.R. 
Aspinwall & F. Dowsett-Lemaire unpubl.) all but ten relate to 12 species of Ploceidae. The 
exception is the bunting Emberiza flaviventris which is a host in parts of northern Zambia. 
Similarly 37 host records from Malawi (F. Dowsett-Lemaire & R.J. Dowsett unpubl.) 
relate solely to seven species of Ploceidae. Another country with many breeding data is 
Zimbabwe, where Irwin (1981) accepted without question only records from Ploceidae. 
For Klaas’s Cuckoo in Zambia 46 host records relate to 12 species that are primarily 
insectivorous (warblers Sylviidae, flycatchers Muscicapidae, Platysteiridae and 
Monarchidae, sunbirds Nectariniidae and Yellow-throated Petronia Petronia superciliaris) 
(R.J. Dowsett, D.R. Aspinwall & F. Dowsett-Lemaire unpubl.) and in Malawi there are 16 
hosts recorded, most in the same families (F. Dowsett-Lemaire & R.J. Dowsett unpubl.).  




