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NEWLY DISCOVERED COLONIES OF THE NORTHERN CARMINE BEE-FATER MEROPS
NUBICUS IN GHANA AND TOGO -

Fry (1984, The Bee-Eaters., R, Poyser & A.D. Calton) has listed all the
known past and present colonies of the Carmine Bee-Bater Merops nubiscus.
For West Africa this amounts to about 40 colenies, although Fry suggests
that they probably represent no more than J0% of the true number of
colonies. Recently Boswall and Richards (1985, Malimbus 7: 136) have
recorded another unreported celony from Senegal.

During helicopter surveys of West African rivers, carried out for the
World Health Organisation Onchocerciasis Control Programme, we recently
detected 9 colonies of the Carmine Bee-Eater not listed by Fry {1984),
During out work we normally fly at 500+ feet above ground level, and at
these altitudes Bee-Eater colonies are not obvious. However, we were able
to fly at low lavels along the Oti river between 10°07'N, 00“21'20"E and
10734'N, COP41'25"E on 16 April 1887 and probably detected all the
colonies in that strxetch of the river. There may have been other colonies
further south and probably also to the noxth. Surveys of the Kara and
White Volta rivers were far from complete, even in the stretches covered,
and other colonies may well occur there.

All the celonies located were in sandy-clay river cliffs, most of which
were probably subject to substantial erosion each flood season, Each
colony was photographed and the size (number of nest entrance holes)
determined by examination of the resulting slides. It should be noted,
however, that the number of nest holes is only a rough guide to the
numbar of nesting birds because of false starts and digging in
previous years, although the ¢liffs on the Oti and Kara appeared to be
recut each season,

1. White volta, left bank, 0916'40"N, 01°14'30"W (Ghana). This colony
was estimated at 380 holes. 12-20 birds were in the air at any one
time and were visiting the holes, carrying what appeard to be small
green grasshappers, at 10,30-11.05 hours on 8 May 1987. At the base of
the centre of the colony was a 40-hole colony of M. bullocki; a single
bird was seen entering one of the holes.

2, White Volta, left bank 09°47'30"N, 00 57'45"W (Chana). Colony
estimated at 350 holes. 20-30 birds were seen visiting holes at 14.10
hours on 8 May 1987.

3, oti, left bank, 10°29'N, 00F31'E (Togo}. Colony estimated at 600- holes.
At 11.30 hours on 31 March 1987 ahout 50 birds were visible, sitting at
hole entrances. 40 metres upstream there was an 00 hole M. bullocki
colony with 6 birds present, downstream there was a 30 hole colony with
| bird present; a single M. pusillus was perched by the colony. At
08.30 hours on 16 April 1387 about 100 M. nubicus were flying about and
visiting holes; a single M. bullocki was gitting by the upstream colony.

4. oti, left bank, 10°18'30 N, OCF 27'E {Togo). Colony estimated at 250
heles. 40 birds present and entering holes at 09,30 hours on 16 April
1987,

5. otd, right bank, 10%16'N, 00Y23'30"E (Ghana). Colony estimated at 940

holes, More than 50 birds present at 10,00 hours on 16 April 1987.
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6., 0Oti, left bank, 10°i15'N, 00“21'30"E (Togo)}. Colony estimated at 500
holes. About 40 birds present at 10.15 hours on 16 April 1987. There
was a small M. bullocki colony with a few birds present at the
downstream end of the M. nubicus colony.

7. FKara, right bank, 10°01'30"N, 00P25'30"E (Togo). Colony estimated at
350-400 holes. More than 50 birds present at 11.00 hours on 16 Bpril
1987. The colony was at the top of a not very shear bank, and could
easily be approached from below. An old fishing net had been erected
to trap the bee-eaters. In this there were three dead and two live
birds. A Black Xite was disturbed from eating cne of the bixds. The
living birds were cut from the net and released; the net was
confiscated. Footprints showed that children were responsible for
erecting the net. Four fresh eggs were found helow the colony.

8, Kara, right bank, 09Y58'30"N, 00%2Z5'45"E (Togo). Colony estimated
from aerial photograph taken on 16 aApril 1987 at 350 holes.

9. Kara, left bank, 09“57'N, 00°29'45"E (Togo). Colony estimated from
aerial photograph taken on 6 April 1987 at 490 holes.
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WHAT ARE THE AFFINITIES OF THE BLACK-CAPPED APALIS APALIS NIGRICEPS ?
THE NEED FOR FIELD STUDIES -

When working on the material of the genus Apalis in the British Museum
{(Natural History), at Tring, for the projectad volume of The birds of Africa
to include the family Sylviidae, and being published by Academic Press, I
was struck by the distinctivaness from other members of the genus, of the
Black—capped Apalis A. nigriceps. It had quite a different laok about it,
although its generic status has never heen questioned. It is the smallest
member of this compact Afrotropical group and found in lowland forest

from West Afrxica to Uganda where it occurs mostly in the canopy in pairs
or small parties. Hall & Moreau (1970, An atlas of speciatiaon in African
Passerine Birds. British Museum, London) allied it to their A. Flavida
species-group and &, jacksoni superspecles. However, and more importantly,
it differs from others of the genus in possessing an essentially different
looking kill. This is short and rather robust for so small a species,
measuring from the base of the skull 10~12 (11,1) mm and not attenuated

as is usual in Apalis spp. If the ranges and means of bill length in all
other Apalis are combined they run from 11.5-17.5 mm (usually 12 and above)
and average 12.7 mm. The culmen is always stralghter and proportionately
finer whether or not the bill tends to be pointed and warbler-like or
bread and flycatcher-like in form. In common with othex sylviid genera,
bill profiles are often quite diagnostic though such differences may be
very subtle, and appear generically consexrvative. They are also a useful
indicator of affinities, however such characters may vary inter-specifically.






