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BIRD OBSERVATIONS ON

4 LIVERPOUL-LAGOS VOYAGE

J.Hopson, A.J

.Hopson,

G.Johnson and J.4.Button

The follow1ng is an account of the bird- life encountered on a voyage

from leerpool to Lagos made on the m.v. Apapa (Elder Demnster Llnes)

between 2&th

ashore at the three ports

Jugust and 10

ship's route and position

The trip was memorable

th September 1964. Brief excursions were made
of call - Bathurst, Freetown and Tewn. The

at sundown each day are shown in Pig. 1.

for the happy ¢oncurence on board of a fair .

number of ornithologists; it was decided to summarise records of obs-

ervations in a joint report.
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‘papa, 28th August - to 10th September,

The approximate position at sundown each day is indicated.

Fig. 1. Route of m.v.
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28th August. Left Liverpool evening - an frctic Skua Stercorarius
parasiticus seen mobbing Common Terns Sterna hirunde from docked ship.
Fellowing the ship in the Irish Sea : Herring and Lesser Black-bnacked
Gulls Larus argentatus and L. fuscus, Ganneots Sula bassana and Kitti-
wakes Rissa tridactyla. - '

29th Aupust. a.m.: A few Lesser Black-backs and Herring Gulls still
following the ship, =t a distance. Kittiwakes and Ganncts common, An
abundance of Manx Shearwaters Procellaria puffinus, and a pingle Graater
Black-Wacked Gull Larus marinus.

%ZOth Angust. @ few Lesser Black-backs following the ship in the morn-
ing. 3 Sandwich Terns Sterna sandvicensis; small flocks of Grey Phal-
aropes Phalaropus fulicariug; Kittiwakes; and a Turtle~Dove Strepto-
pelia turtur flying over the ship and seen to perch in the afternoon.

Lboard in afternoon : Willow Warbler Phyllomcopus trochilus : Wood
Warbler P. sibilatrix, Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa siriata, Pled Tly-
catcher Jicedula hypoleuca, Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe and Redstart
Phoenicurus phoenicurus. Also seen ¢ Dunlin Calidris alpina, Cory's
Shearwator Procellaria diomeden, Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelapgicus,

Great 8Skun Stercorarius skua, and Sooty Bhearwater P, grisea;

3lat ﬂu&dst. At dawn, a Redstert in a state of cxhauﬁtlon, a Turtle-

Dove keeping close to the dhip.

1ef Septembor. A Turtle-Dove on board in moraning. One Sooty Shenr-

water 1in the afternoon.

2nd September.

'The Canaries were passed about 0300 hrs. Cory's

Shearweter and c.170 Wilson's Petrels Qcenites oceanicus in the wake.

3rd September.

Madeiran Petrels Oceanodroma castro’were around the

ship during the morning, end three were found aboard at 1230 hrs.
Little Tern Sterna albifrons, Pomarhine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus, -

Noddy Ahnous Btolldus, Sahdwich Tern, Common Sandpiper Actitis hyno~
leucos; a few Wilson's Petrels in the wake in the evening.” o
Turtle~Doves were on board and around the ship all day; a Hoopoe'
Upupa epops and a Wood Warbler appeared an board,

Lth September. At Bathurst from 1230 hrs

Tern, Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus, Hoopoe,

to 1730 hrs. Dunlln,
Turtle-Dove {on hoard),

Common

African Royal Tern Sterna maxima, Pomarhine Skua, Lesser Black-backed

Gull, and Brown-headed Gull Larus ridibundus.

During a vieit to marshes behind Bathurst from 1500 to 1800 hrs. (a
'maritime savannah' environBent with mangrove, Zyziphus scrub, and
Baobabe) the fOllOWLnF were recorded @

Phalacrocorax tucidus , - ﬁhitu~brqa§led Cormorant 8 Limosa Timosa B}1ck—ta11gd'ﬁodwit 15
P, africanus ‘ Lohg-tai]ed Shag | Numenius phacopus Whimbpal ‘ K|
Palecanus(rufescens)  {Groy) Pelican 3 Larus fuscus Lagser Black—chked Gu]]‘ 3
Ardea cineren Groy- Heron 6 Larus cirrocophalus Groy-headed Gu]j . 20
Casmerodius albus Groat Whi te Heron 2 lydroprogne caspia %W@Wm:.',.m
Denigrotta guiarts W, Reof Heron 4§ . Sterna sandvicensis _ Saqdw1ch Tern' ' 15
Butorides striatus WAfr. Greon-backed teron § 5, maxima Royal Tﬂfﬂ 50
this ibis Wood 1bis 108 §, athifrons WeAfr, Littlo Tern il
Necrosyrtes monachus  Comnon Vullure 1 Chiidonias niger Black Tm‘n) 200
Qodicnenua senegatensis  Senogal Thick-kaco 1% Columba quinea Speckled Pigeon 10
Charadrius hiaticula  Ringed Flover ] Stroptopalia semi torquata Rod-ayed Turtle-Dove ]
Squatyrgla squatarala  Groy Plover 1 Stignatopolia senegalunsis  Laughing Dove 15)
Hoploptorus spinosus  Spur-winged Plover W0 (Tertue afor Rod-1 1Tt Hood-Dove ]
Himantopus himantopus  Black-winged St 12 T. abyssinica B ack-bi1l od Weod-Dove ]
Erotia alpina Dunlin 7 Contropus senagalensis Sanogal Coucal 3
E. minuta Little Stint 1 Colletoptora affinis Little Mrican Swift B0
Calidris canuta Knot ] Cypsiurus parvus Palm S§1ft %
Pl Tomachus pugnax Ruff b Corylo rulis Pied Kingfisher - J
Arenaria {nberpros Turnstone 10 Molittophagus pusillus Loast Buo~vator ?
fActitis hypoloucos Gommon Sandpl per 12 fialerida cristata ; {rosted Lark . ]2
Tringa totanus Redshank 12 ldytes flavus flavus Ulucahcadod_wagt?11 i
Glottls nobulariug Groenshank 1 Cisticola juncidis Gold Coast Fantail Warbler 13

B, stagnatilis

Marsh Sandpiper

G, galactotes

Rufous Grass-Harbler 8



Hl,

.. Hirundo (asthiopica) Ethiopian) Swallow 40 actarinta pulcholla  Boautiful Long-tailed Sunbird 2

- Lanfarius-barbarus Barbary Shrike 1 Mlesiositagra cucullatus Village Weaver ]
.- Corvus atbus Pied Crov h Euplectes hordacea Fire-crowned Bi shop b
Ptilostomus afer  Black Magpie 13 Lagonosticta senegala . Senegal Fire<Finch 20

Sth September. Grey Phalarope, Wilson's Petrel, Sandwich Tern.

‘ 6th September. Freetown from 0900, hrs to 1230 hra. The hills above the
town were visited; they consist of mature secondary rrowth with cultivated
. clearings nlong the streams; the avifauna apparently besars a close aimilar-
. ity to that at Ilaro (Western Nigeria) with two ecxceptioug - Hooded
| Vulturcs and Crimson Sewd-crackers Pyrenestes ganguinaun (coceineons) were
seen at Freetown., = ‘ ‘ ' '
The following species were noted :

~ Necrosyrtes wonachus Hooded Vullure . " 4 mmwMWW Little Groon Bulbul 8
Turturoena iriditorques  Bronzeenapad Pigoon 2 Melocishla mentalis Maugtached Scrub-Harbler 7
Turtur afer - Rodebilled WoodDove 1 Hrundo somirufa - Rufous Chosled Swallow [
Turacus parsa Giold Coast Touraco 2 Deyoscopus ganbensia ~ Gambian Puff-backad Shrike 2
Lentropus senegalensis Senagal Coucal © 3 Tchagra sonugala . . Brack-crownod Tehagra 2
Coletoptera affinis [1ttlo AMrican Swift 3 Nicator chloris Geaon Hicator 1
Cypsiurus parvus Palm Swift 2 Zosterops sonogalensis  Yellow Whitu-oyo 1
Pogoniulus scolopaceus Speckial Tinkondbird 1 Ginnyris chloropygius Oivo-hol Hiod Sunbird 1
‘iypergerus atriceps {riole Babbler 2 Iylia prasina Grean Hyla N
Pycnonotus barbatus Conrion Bulbu b Spermestes cuctllalus - Brongze Mannakin |
Pyrrtwrus simplex Stiple Leaflova 1 S, poansis Muo-billed Mannikin 2
Bacopogon indicator Whitostailed Groanbu] 2 Plrenostes sanguinews  S.Leone Crimson SuudGracker ?
Phylastrephus baumanii  Baumann's Greenbul b coccinous

;5._,'; l o . - ’
@P' In Freetown Harbour 3 Wileon's Petrel, Whimbrel, Black Tcrn, Royal
"¢ Tern,, Sandwich Tern and Grey Phalarone.

7th September. Wilson's Petrel at stern, and U4 Sandwich Terus.

8th September; Pomarhine fkua, Black Tern and Wilson's Petrel,

9th September., Ship docked at Tamo harbour, and we paid & vispit to
Sekume Lagoon 4 miles to the West, from 1030 to 123C hrs.. This is a
shallow brackish lagoon on the Accra Plain savannah. Birds recorded :

Anhinga rufa Mrican Darter 15 Sterna sandvicensis Sandwich Torn

4
Casmerodius atbus Groat Whita Horon 12 S maxina Hoya] Torn 60
Egratta garzetta Little Eorot 10 S. albifrons Little Tern Vi
Butorides striatus Grean-backed Heron 1 Streptopel ia scnitorquata  Rod-oyed Turt)e-Dove 3
Elanus caeruleus Bt ack-shouldored Kite 1 Stigmtopelia senagalensis Laughing Dove b
Squatarola squatarola  Grey Plover 1 Collotop, tera af Hnis Little african Swift 20
Loucopol jus pecuarius  Kittlitz' Sand-Flover 6 Coryle rudis Pied Kingfishor 8
Actitis hypoleucos . Common Sandpiper 6 Motacilla alba Whito Yaglail 1
Tringa ochropus . Groon Sandpiper 1 Hacronyx crocous Yollow=theoaled Long-claw B
Numenius phacopus | Whisbrol 6 Hirundo acthiopica Lthfopian Swallow 6
Glottis mebularius  Groenshank 5 Cisticola sp, b
flaroola pratincola W, Afr, Pratincole 60 Cinnyrus cuprous Copper Sunbird i

ADDITTONS TO LOCAL AVIFAUNAS

Ilaro. 4 number of additional mhucieﬁ ﬁmvm been obsorved at Ilaro,
Western Hegion, since the account given in Bull. N.0.5.1(096h, n.5~7).
Further work since Beptember 1964, when T returncd from l:eave, necomeit-
ates a ronseessment of the status of mome of tho birds appearing in
the original list. !
sdditional specics

ﬂmchaeyh%mppué“mlcinuﬂ Bat Hawk Occanionnl vinitor
thurnlx“deleﬂorguei Harlequin Quail Wnra vieitor (meo .
hfroxycechun forbesi Forbes' Banded Flover Frequent, dry poason 'O/S





