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NOYES ON BIRDS SEEN IN GHANA IR 1964

R.W.W.Sutton

TNTRODUGLIUN  From January to July’ 196” I stayed at Denu in Ghana, half
s mile from the_coast and niles West of thu Toyo border, cxceplt for a

four-week pariod in' March end April when I travelled sorie 1,500 miles

through the Northern Repion and in the forest areca. At the cnd of July
three days were spent at Larkwa in the foresb helt in YWentor: Helon,
Brief notes on the status etcetera of the bhirds noted in Lhape areas axe
wiven below; an asterisk * sinn{fiem addifionnl mentilon in.Sptton, RoHuW,,

(1965) Wotes on Ghanaian birds seen in 190“. Thlﬁ 302 { ;l-?%j.

T ¢ TH& BIRDS OF DENU (VOLTA REGLUN) Denu i= n1iuufﬂﬂ 50 miles linot

of the Volta River, nenr the coasl and bthe Tofgo horder, and 1les ton

miles Hast of the actual Keta lagoon, although there in o complex systen

of marshes, ponds and lagoons in the immediate area.

The area around St. Pauls, tho school at which I waa teaching, can be
divided into four main parts. i'irst, the smenghore, rather-barren crnlthol-

ogically except for Sandwich Terns Sterna sandvicenrim and Black ‘ferns

Chlidonias nigr-.. Second, the cosmtal lagoons, which dried-up almost

completely around Denu in April; the rainec had {illed thum.ﬁp amnin by
June. These were very pood for birds, especially herous, terus, weders,
gallinulesg and crakes. Coconut palms grew in the drler ﬁﬁrﬁm of the marsh.
The third area compriged a 30 ft, escarpment, conneckhkin: the marsh with the
higher and drier ground, and the strip of prass and hushor batwern the

¢ rp and the actual warsh, Typlcal birdes of this productive sroa were the

Black Coucal Centropus grillii nnd thv Yellownrhroatnd Lonwmolnw {lagcronyx

croceus, The fourth ares lics abbve the searn, and on 1t the school is
situnted; it is fairly typicel savanna, with rather few tresnm and plenty
of land under cultivation, FbpﬁGlﬂljy capsava. Typical zptﬂl(n of thim

drier belt were Lonpg-tailed Parrakeoets PmiLtaculn krnmnri. Hiriped Uine-

fishers Halcyon chellcuti and hrny Mornbdlls Lophocarnn nnmuiua, andt the
birds hore soum with tew cxoeptlonﬁ (e.p. Zebra Waxbille hwhrl]dm nuhflaVa)

to be thome found on Lhe Accrn plailns.

I used two milsl=-nets on end off in February and ilarch, and aganlo ian
April and May untll the rain becpme too heavy., [ Uﬂuuliy‘piﬂéeﬂ it dn nn
cxtenslve thicket aboul n mile from the school corpound nud ‘Hire I cnusht
over . hundred birds in onoe net dn two wecks, the groal mwjéfity hedng

Village Weavers Plesiositaprs cucullntna,

Locelitiesn wentioned in the teit are shown in e, 1.

Vi e L o .'.‘.’..f.."'“""]“F -;:‘:{ flow over the conpound on 11.th
it

.k
Jrnuary, sne on 1204, 24 TTew et Ahout 30U on Keto lawotn near Aayako on
Sth February., ‘ A
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Pink~backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens About 10 amongst the flock
of Rosy Pelicans off Anyako, 8th February.

Herons (rey Herons Ardea cinerea were very comwmon in the maxshes
but Purple Herons Pyrrherodia purpurea were cven more nbundant, CGreat
wWhite Herons Casmerodins albus were quite common wherever the water was
sufficiently deep, and the same was truc of Reef Herons Demigretta
gularis. Both Little Egrets Fgretta garzetta and Cattle Egrets Bubulcus
ibis were extromely commonji the latter had left the area by June. The
Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides was also common in the reeds, and the
Green-backed Heron Butorides atrimtus wne not very often seen, bul was
evidently wideapread.

Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax One in one of theé Agbosome pools
on 7th February. 20 mitting in troes away from a reed fire on 4th May,

Littl. Bittern Ixobrychus minutus Abundant dn the marshes dﬁring the
rainy season; first mocn on 3lst May. '

White~-faced Duck Dendrocygna viduata In the rainy season, large
numbers were seen elther fecding on flooded grass by day, or flying
around in the e¢vening.

Pypmy Goose Neltapus auritus Several palirs on one of the Agbosome
pouls on 7th and 8th February. ‘

gpur-winged Googe Plectroplerus gambensis Three in a flooded meadow
negr Agbosome on 3lst May.

Osprey FPrndion haliaetus  One off Anyako on 8th February.

*African Hobby falco cuviecri Comron in the dry season, as many as _
three being scen in the same treec. It hunted throughout the day, catching
small birds and dragonflies on the wing and cating them in flight.

o

Grey Kestrel Falco ardosiaceus Only oney ncar the compound on 20th
dJanuary. ‘ .

=

Blanck Kite Milvus migrans The commonest bird of prey in the dry
season. A pair attacked me like Bonxies Caltharacta skua when I approached

a nest in March.

Black-ghouldored Kite Elanus caeruleus A very comuon and attractive
bird, A palr started building » nest at tho end of Tebruary., 20 years
ago, Holman found it a rare bird at Xeta.

Red-talled Buzzard Butco auguralis A pair occasionally scen soaring
near the compound. '

*Morsh Harricr Circus aeruginosus One on the Agbosome pools on Febr-
uary 8th. At Least two pairs on marshes around Denu at the end of Febr-
uary and the beglnning of March.

Purple Gallinucec Porphyrio madmgsscariensis = Onc on the marsh near
Denu on 2hth February.

Allen's Gallinule Porphyrula alleni Several pairs scen on the Agbo-
some pools in the dry ceason. Probably in fact a resildent.,

e

Lesger Moorhen  Gallinula anpgulata One near Aghomowe on 3lst May,
and many seen in flooded meadows in July.

R e

Paiuted Snipe Reogtratuls benghalengis On 15th January, onc ncar Denu@
On 29th May, two pairs fecding in a small pool at the sawe place. 1

Kittlite's Send-Plover Leucopolius pecuarius Three at Anysko on 7th
February and two near Denu on 12th March.
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“Folrearctic woders The Finged Plover Charadriug 131!10n1~ and Wood
Sendpiper Tringe glareols were the commMOnest ANEs L eH, iﬂYLnﬂ unkil Lhe

hird weck of May, topether with large numbers of Conwon Sandpipers Actitie
poleucos, almost ns bauy Marsh Sendpipers T. stapnatilic, smoall nvilerg
nf Grey Plovers bHauataroln squatarola and Bar-tailed Godwits Liwona
Loy nlcq. There wore six Little Ringed FPlovers bh. (thuﬁ ot Z25th Jnunary
puar Denu, 20 Curloew=Sandpipers Erolim testncea on LN dubrirary on the
Jeta logoon, and on 9th May there was o flock of 100 Little Stinte ncar
Uenu. Cowmon fdedshank 1. totanus were heard even in June sud Jnly, and on
Loth March an oxceplionally laree flock of nbout 7% NDushy Redshiemis
', crythropus passed throvgh., Most Groeonshank T, (Glottie) nebolsvi . bad
Lnft by Ray, but a fow were still present at my departurs on 10th July, X
saw Whimbrel dumenius phacopus only once - & on lst July on the Ketn
lagoon, and Ruffs Philommchus pugnax also only once, 5 at Anyako on 7th
February., Bleck-winged Stilts Himantopus him~ntopus worae quitce common,
although wost of them left when the rains came,

*HBlack-tailed Godwit Limose limosa One on the mareh al Denu on 29th
May is the first for Ghana.

Protincole Glareolr pratincola - After 7th Februwary, when I maw ono
near Agbosome, Pratincoles graduelly became quite common. They may brecd
near Afife (10 miles West of Agbosome).

*Gﬁll-billed Terﬁ‘Gelochelidon nilotica 20 .geen on the Denu~Kel~ road
on 18th Jenuary, feeding on a roadside lagoon. :

*Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia - -Several seen on 18th January at the
"Cedzi Canall, 5 wiles East of Keta. Also there on May 10th.

Black Tern Chlidonias nigra ~Plentiful, First-year birds still presocnt
in July.
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White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucoptera Cne in almost full
summer plumage was seen near Denu on 9th May. '

Red-billed Wood Dove Turtur afer Quite common in dry arecas. Two
were mist-netted.

Black-billed Wood Dove Turtur abyssinica Status much the same as
that of T. afer. The two species are found side-by~side and, again, two
were caught in o mist-net. It is a mueh paler and greyer bird thon afer
~ really guite distinctive.

Green Fruit-Pigeon Vipapo australis gometimes noted in the trees
on the cdpge of the marshes. They were certainly not V. waalia, which
Holman reported,

Senegnal Parrot Poiccephalus senepgalus One [low overhecad, ten miles

Bast of Sokakope, on 7th June.

Long-tailed Pnrrakeet Psitiaculs lkrameri A common and beautiful
bird, which I hesrd every evening, squawking as they flew over the com-
pound. I saw it only in the dry arces; nev.r over the marshes.

*Red~hoended Lovebird Apepornis pullaria A pair flew over on %rd
July, in open bush country near Agbosome. The mpecies is supposed to ¥
be almost c¢xtinct in coastal areas. ‘ o

*Great 8Spotted Cuckoo Clomator pglandarius fM.rst seon on 20th Jan-
wory, with some three further records in Tebruary snd March, A dry
seasgon visitor.

Didric Cuckoo Lampromorpha caprins Abundant and conspicuous in the
rainy season, after March.

Black~bellied Coucal Centropus grillii Rerely sesn in the dry
geason, but in the raineg birds were often secn in the long grass of
the marshes, perched on top of the stems. Thosc birds noted in the dry
geason were always brownish rather than blacl. '

Rufous-bellicd Coucal Centropug epomidis Cn 20th Jenvary one flew
out of & bush nesr the compound, with two Scnepal Coucals €. senesalen-
GiE .

Long-tailed Nisht jar Scokornis climacurus Rarely secn.One netted,
two feet above the ground, on 1%th March.

Rufous~crowned Roller Coraclas naevius A fow were to be seen on :
the Denu~iecrn road in the dry season. Many wore appeared in the raing |
and I counted 3G on 4th June.

Knkelaar Phoceniculusm erythrorhynchus Quite commen during the dry
season, in noisy parties of up to 7 birds. On 5th July a pnir near the
compound wore seemingly cerrying food, but I conld not trace a nast,

AT TR L S e s

Pypmy Kingfisher ILspidina picta T cmupght meveral. in the miast-net
in dry bush.

Striped Kingfisher Halgyon chelicuti Mony in the dry scason, fewer E
in the rains, & bird of tho dry bush. o ,

Rogy Bec-cater Merops malimbicus Mret secen on 25th Janusry, and
last op 12th Mareh. Up to L0+ together, gencrally in flight and seldom
perching. The short call-notsc is very distinctive.

White~throated Bec-gater fAcrops nlbicollis Abundant in the dry
peason; last seen on 22nd June.

West Africen Barbet Lybius vieilloti Seen freoguently, meinly in
bushes on the edge of marshes,
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African Pied Wagtail Motacille aguimp Cn 11th January I saw two of
these birds at Dzodze. One was attacking ity own reflection in a car
hzad-lamp. The species was not recorded any nearer to Denu.

Blue-headed Wagtéil Budytes flavus - Plentiful in the dry season. A
fow birde were heard in the second half of April, but most had left in

warch,

‘{ellow=-throated Long-claw Macronyx croceus A characteristic bird of
the marsh edges, where I constantly flushed it in the bush and grass area.
it was a very conspicuous species, which would it on top of a clump of
rraes uttering its shrill disyllabic note. Although usually found near
water, there was a pair on the ¢ompound. " : -

Sudan Brown Babbler Turdoides plebeja Rather uncommon, but more
numerous in the rains, Found in both wet and dry areas.

Blackcap Babbler Turdoides reinwardii  One flylng noisily around the
edge of a marsh on 15th February.

Bimple Leaf-love Pyrrhurus simplex On 3rd July two were seen in the
bush near Aghosome. It is really, I suspect, gquite common.

Kurrichane Thrush Tyrdus libonysnus Not common. Mostly in palm trees
in marshy areas.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Extremely common until March.

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Single birds netted on 8th February
and 5th March.

*Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina - One netted on lagt May.. Full
details of plumage and wing formula were recorded. The date of capture
indicates that the bird was on migration.

Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus A single bird netted on
1St May .

Willow Warbler Plylloscopus trochilus Birds believed to be of this
species were quite commonly secn in the dry season, especially in bushes
in marshy areas.

Green-backed Fremomela Eremomela pusillus  26th April, one near the marsh

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera breV1caudata Quite commonly secen
in many different habita

Moustached Scrub-Warbler Melocichla mentalis Quite coumon in reed-
filled ditches and long grass in marshes.

- Furopean Swallow Hirundo rustica Very common in the dry season. All
birds had left by the middle of May. S '

Ethiopian Swallow Hirundo methiopica  After April 26th, one or two
were always to be seen on telegraph wires by the road over the marsh,

Pied-winged Swallow Hirundo leucosgoma First seen on 22nd Aprilj
thereafter I found it locally distributed in the drier areas during the
rainy season.

Mosque Swallow Hirundo ‘senegalensis  After February this bird gradually
increased in numbers, and virtuslly repleced H, rustica in the rains. Fond
of wet areas.

Rufous-chested Swallow Hirundo semirufa  First identified on lst March. ;
Probably quite common after this but I often confused it with H. senegalensis. |
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Fiscal Shrike Lanius collaris A typical bird of the bushes of the
marsh-edge, in the same habitat as M. croceus. Common in such places.

Woodchat Lanius senator Common in dry busgh until March.

Zarbary Shrike Laniarius barbarus Quite comman but shy; heard
everywhere. One netted.

Little Blackcap Tchagra .wmtichromus minutus A pair on the edge of
a marsh in the cvening of 31lst May, perching on top of bushes and tall
grasses. 1n flight, the dark shoulder patches and sharter buff-tipped
tail separate it from Tchagra scenegala.

*Black Magpie Ptilostomus afer I was surprised to find 2 birds of
this species perching on fronds of coconut palms growing in a marsh on
2nd May, near Denu. Later I saw Black Magpies there and at Agbosome,

Short~tailed Glucey Starling Lamprocolius chalcurus  The. only star-
ling I identified at Denu, where quite common. Fond of gathering on the
topmost branches of a tree in the evening, uttering their almost canary-
like calls.

Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus Quite common, especially in damper
regions. Readier to feed in the grass than other sunbirds.

Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigaster A rather local species,
fond of tall trees,

Yellow-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris venustus Only seen after 2nd May,
amongst bushes growing in damper areas.

Little Weaver Bitagra monacha During the rains I occasicnally saw
small black-masked weavers in bushes over water, which were thought
to be of this species.

Village Weaver Plesiositagra cucullatus Abundant., 78 were caught in
one net in two weeks, Nestine was in full swing by the beginning of MNay.

*Compact Weaver Pachyphantes pachyrhynchus  Two pairs lived in the
bushes around the edge of the marsh at Denu. Only once did T see a bird
in dry bush. :

Orange Bishop Fuplectes orix After 19th May these were nptéd'Wher-
ever therc was long grass. E. hordeacea was not recorded her at all.

Napolean Bishop Euplectes afra Males in full plumage were noticed
after 19th dMay, in reeds over water.

Yellow-mantled Whydah Coliuspasser macrourus Quite common on the
marsh edge. '

‘Bronze Mannikin Spermestes cucullatus The commonest estrildine
finch in every habitat.

Bar-bressted Fire-finch Lagonosticta rufopicta  FElusive but, I
believe, quite common; usually found feeding on foot-paths through the
bush in early morning.. - -

Waxbill Estrilda astrild Uncommon. Only a few records, mostly in
grass by wet placems : S : .

*Zebra Waxbill Extrilda subflava On 19th May--I saw a flock of about
Lo birds feeding amongst Cassava near the compound. Some appeared to be
yourg males changing into adult plumage, for they had yellowish under-

parts with only a large spot of ornage on the breast. Seen several times};

during June, usually in dry areas, but sometimes near water.
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Orangc-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda

_After Spermestes cucull~-

LS
TrESAVAL

“in~tniled Whydsah Vidua macroura

the commonest estrildine finch.

Very fond of long grass and

SEn By .

FTurther specices recorded at Denu

Malss were

lrng-tailed Shag Phalacrocorex africanus

usced Wliure Beerosyrbes monachus

Eritrean Shikra Accipiter badius
Double~spurred Francolin Francolinus bicalcaratus
Dlack Crake Limocorax flavirostra

Comman Jacana Actophiiornis africanus

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus

_.Sandwich Tern Sterea sandvicensis

Little Tern Sterna albifrons

Vinaceous Turtle-Dove Streptopelia vinacea
Senegal Dove Stigmatopelia senogalensis
Groy Plantaln-eater Crinifer piscator
Levailtant!s Cuckoo Clamator Jevaiilantii
Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis

Il ¢

SOME BIRDS AT AlEDJOPE (VOLTA %GION)

Little African Swift Colletoptera affinis
Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus

Broad-billed Roller . <Eurystomus afer.
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis -

Malzchite Kingfisher Corythornis cristata
Senegal Kingfisher Haluyon senegalensis
Grey Hornbill Lophoceros nasutus
Plain-backed Fipit Anthus evcophrys
Garden Bulbul Pycnonotus barbatus

West African Prinia Frinfa subflava
Long-tailed Sheike Corvinella corvina
Blackscrowned Tohagra Tehagra senegala
Pied Crow Corwus albus

Grey-headed Sparrow Passer griseus

Amedjope is situated in

the forested hills,

up to 3, ooo ft., East of the Volta,-

Once seen flying

Long—crested Hawk BEagle Lophoaetus OCClpltallS

out of a tree.

Red-tailed Buzzard Buteo auguralis

The commonest hawke.

Tambourine Dove Tympanistra tympanistra

Sevéral seen; both:amonst

cassava crops and in the tops of highest trees.

Green Fruit-Pigeon Vinago australis

in the evening.

“*Thick-billed Cuckoo Pachycoccyx validus

Very conspicuous, especially

One wns watched for over

much in evidence after

15 minutes, in dideal conditions, flying around and crashing into the
tree-tops, c¢luuwsily using both wings and feet to balance itself., In
flight, it bore a remarkable resemblance to a Goshawk AcCiEiter 8P .
Unly the second record for Ghana.

Fmerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx~cupreus*' Once observed in high canopy.

Didric Cuckoo Lampromorpha caprius Abundant; heard constantly.

allied Hornbill Lophoceros semifasciatus
although not very common.

The only hornbill seen,

" Black-throated Toothblll Trlcholaema hirsutum
in heles in dead trees.

Quite common, nesting

Neked-faced Barbet‘GymnbuCGd calvug  Abundant.-

Quite common; several

Fire-nellied Woodpecker MeSOplcos pyrrhopaster
seen on dead Dtumps. .

Moloney's Akalat Illadopsis moloneyenus |
on the edge of thick undergrowth, chasing eachother.

Leaf-love Pyrrhurus scandens One party of six, calliapg loudly.

A pair seenlat cloge quafters
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White-bearded Bulbul Trichophorus calurus A party of four seen in
a thick patch of forest, low down, sometimes descending to the ground to
feed, Coe e e C e

White-tailed Greenbul Bagopogon indicator  Only two positively ident-
ified, but probably commoner.

Tingch's Rusty Flycatcher Stizorhina finschi Quite a few were
noted - a tame bird. Distinguished with difficulty from Neocossyphus

Eoensis.

ghrike I'lycatcher Mogabyas flammulatus  Onc seen percﬁing‘on top
of a dead trews. ‘

Purple~throated Cuckoo~8Shriks Campephara guisgualina Solitafy birds
geen on two occasiona, working their way along quite near the ground.

Sharp's Squarc-tailed Drongo Dierurus sharpei A comnon bird, often
seen flycatehing, in pairs. o

Rad—billed Shrikae Sigmodus cmhicepa L party of over 10 birds made
themgelves very conspiicuous,; calling loudly and perching in the open.
They estayed mostly at least 20 ft. above ground level,

Fiery~breosted Bush-Shrike Malaconotus cruentus A hird seen in the
same place on two consecutive mornings, movinpg through the tree-tops
over the path. ' o

Black~hceaded Oriole Oriolus brachyrhynchus Common.

Black-~winged Oriole Oriolus nigripennis Only once clearly ident-
ified, but more suspected.

~Qlive=bellied Sunbird Cinnyris chloropygiug Plentifnl. |

Buf f~thronted Sunbird Chalcomitra adelberti  Meny woere feeding in
the trees in the compound of the Teachers' Training College.

*Yellow~-mantled Weaver Melanoploceus tricolor Several feeding high
up in the canopy.

- Crested Weaver Malimbus malimbicus Seen ance.

Red-headed Weaver Malimbus rubricollis - Common. Very fond of search-
ing for food in the bark of trees.

Bluc-billed Mannikin Spermestes poensgis A flock of 12 in a cassava
clearing. -

Grey-crowned Nepgro Finch Niprits canicapilla - Sedn sitting on. a
dead branch in the cvening, calling occasionally.

Bluo-billed Weaver Spermophaga haematina One seen at close quarters,
croeping along the floor of the forest, turning over twigs and leaves.

(To be concluded,)
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