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THE BIRDS Uf UMUDIM™C OBITSHA PROVINGE )

H.Bowlter
*Umudim is one of the fbuflﬁiilagem“of Nﬁeﬁi, a rural aran L4 - 18
miles B,8.8. of Onitsha. It 1s interesting ornithologlcnl Ly not hee:
cause of an unusual or oxtensive avifauna bub because Ly vepgetation
is typlcal of a large part of Bastern Nigeria. Unfortunntely T do not
have enough experience to say how typical the avilauna i, bul in view
of ite vegetation and the social énvironmunt thoere would oecem to heo a

prima Tecie case for ameuming Umudim.to.be a fairly ;00d mnmpla.

Mogt of Umudim is 'oil-palm bush', interspersed with a varying
quantity of hard-wood trees. When left fallow, dense undorgrowth
gquickly develops; but when the land is cultlvated, yams, cassava and
¢oco-yams aré grown between the trees, qlthough thin also develops thick
unaérgrowﬁh if left uncultivated. Finalljlthere Qrﬂ valley bottoms where

raffia palms are dominant,

The problemg of studying the birds in such an area are considerable:
where the land is cultivated, the birds resort to the thick foliage
of the lofty deciduous trees; where the land is uncultivated, the under~
growth is often impenetreble. In addition there is the human problenm,
Population den51ty in the area is very hlgh (c. l 000 perx bquare mile)
and, as nearly every small boy is armed with a catlpult, the birda are not

surprisingly chary!

My resultn are based on 20 months' rather cursory ohservaltion (Sept-
ember 1962 to April 1964) and 10% monthe' slightly more detailed .study
(September 1964 to July 1965), In this latter porind T wrcd n 6O v 12!
mist-net, Unfortunately, as there is ﬁo ﬁuifdbie alte for i net near

my house, I was unable (o have it up all the Limn. Howovwr, I rocorded
catches on 33 days in the period October 1964 to July 196), duanF which
time I netted 81 birds of 25 speclen,

The number of days in cach month on which I caught birds is shown
below, I was absent for much of Decembor, January and April.

Ock, 1964 3 2 Jan. 1965 1 0 Apr. 1965 0O
Nov., ;7 Feb, 1 7 May 1 6
Dec, " 0 Mar, I T Jun, M : Y

Jly., " $ %

The specien nettod are indicated by an asterisk in the following list
with the numbers of each added in parenthesis, In no way can the birds
netted be congidered a typical mample of the bird population. I'or ona
thing the numbors involved are go amall; secondly, many npocies such
ag the Velvet-mantle Drongo Dicrurus modestus, the Rod-headed Weaver

Malimbug rubricollig and the Buff-throated Sunhird Chalcomitra




6.

adelberti are quite common but they normally resort to the higher trees

and s0, are not liable to be caught in'a;gfdund—sitéd net, Thirdly sonme

birds seem to have a greater propensity for getting themselveé éntanglu
ed - I suspect this is the case with the Little Green Bulbul Andropadus

virens - while others, especially larger blrds, seem to flnd it easier

to get out,

Thus the

only occasions I caught a Yellowblll Ceuthmochares

aereus, a bird which one might expect to be fairly common, was when I

was removing another

Bush fowl Francolinus

bird from the net. On another

bilcalcaratus

1

occasion I saw two

fly into the net, but. they escaped

before I could pget to them. Fourthly, the qlth chosen for putting up

the net were necessarily similar ~ i.e. gaps in thick underprowbh whero

human interference was least llkely. Nevertheless, the fact that soveral

of the birds caught would not 0Lhcrw1so have bcon listed, shows the

value of the

net.

Ligt of Birds Ubserved and Metted, Umudim.

Cattle Egrot

African Grean-backed Haron

Great Whito Heron
Comon Yuliure

Black Kito

Lizard Buzzard
Bush~fou1

Black Crake

Forbes' Banded Flover
Red-eyed Turtle-love
Red-billed Wood-Love
Green Fruit Pigeon
AMrican Bare W]
Lavaillant's Cuckoo
Didric-Cuckoo

Senagal Coucal
YolTaubi 1l '
Standard-winged Nightjar
Long~tai led Nightjar
Palm Swi ft
Broad-hi1ad Roller
Pygny Kingfisher
Senagal Kingfisher
Groy-hoaded Kingfisher
Rosy Dec-pater
Whito-throatod Boe-gater
Loast Boc-pater

M Hod HorabiM
Tinkor<bird

Specklod Tinkor-bird
Yollow Yagtail
Plain-backed Pipit
Conmon Bulbul"
Simpie Leaflovo
Spotted Graonbul
Littlo Groy Bulbu!
Littlo Graon Bulbwi
Svanp Bilbul
Kurrichane Thrush
Nightingale

Green Crombec

Bubuleus ihis’

Buterides striatus
Casmarodivs altus
Necrosyrtes manachus

M 1vus migrans

Kaupi falco monogrammicus

Francolinus bicalcaratus
Limnocorax flavirostra
nfroxyechus forbesi
Streptopelia semitorquata
~ Vary conmon
" Conmon

Turtur afer

Vinago australis

Tyto alba

Clanator Tovaillantii
Lampromorpha caprius
Centropus senegalensis
Ceuthmochares asreus -
Macradipteryx longipennis
Scotarnis climacurus
Cypsalus apus

Eurystomus afer

fspidina picta

Hateyon senegal ensis -

. Hateyon Yeucocephata

Mercps malimbicus

Aerops albicoltis

Mgl ittophagus pusillus
Lophoteros somiTasciatus
Pogoniulus leucolaima or
P, subsulphurcus

Pogontulus scolopaceus
Gudytes flavus

Anthus Teucophrys
Pyenonotus barbatus

Pyrrhurus simplox
Ixonotus guttatus

Andropadus gracilis
Andropadus virens

Thescolocichla Teucopleura

Turdus }ibonyanus
Luscinia megarhynchos
Sylviatta virens

" Uncommon

Resident in valley bottoms

- Very commgn
- % notted onco

~ Dry soason visitor, Uncomon, (Very common at Uhitsha]

NVary ommon (% 1) o C

tatus

————i——

Dry-saason visitory uncommon ;
Seen occasionally near a small lake f}
(nce; perching in top of a dead tree :
Common - 1
Common dry 8eason visitor

Comman o _ d

Dry season visitor; uncommon: , B
Vary common. = , : :

(+3)

Uncommon
Rare
Uncommon

Unconmon (Comion at Onitsha)
Comon ( « 2}

Uncommon

Ory~soason visitor; common 3
Comnon in the rainy season (* 9)
Common - -

Bry season visitor; common

Soen onco

Dry soason visitor. Vory common
Rara, (Common at Unltbha)
Erratic '

(ccasionally observed, but probably more comnon than observation
mewﬂAMn@)mmmwwﬂmwwwmmmm
of P, leucalaima ant vory fow of P, subsulphureus.

Hrobably comoner than observation would. suygest - SR [

(o 7)

Uncosmon

Comon (* 3)

Uncanmon  { * 1)

Unconiron-

Vory common (¥ 14)

Fregpently heard, rarely seen
Cormon { * 2) :
* notted onco

Comnon { * &)

T s e e =: 3

35 Fenip it AT T



650

Gray-backed Camaroptera Camarcptera hrevicaudata tinconmon (* 2)

memm o Hirgndo ruskiea . Numerous but erratic, on passage in the dry season

Drongo Uicrurus modostus {adsimilis) Cormons {For notus on the systematic pusition of th

"' . - atactus © coracinus Enugu populaticn seo Rannerman (1) and Serte (2),)
- Mest Afrfcan Nicater . Nicater chleris * nutted onco
Arethyst Starling Cinngricinelus Teucogaster  4n uncommon bird of passage (* 1)

' Splendid Glossy Starling  Lomprocolius splendidus Uncomman

Chestout-winged Sterling . Unychoinathus fulgidus .. Very common

UTive-bolTied Sunbird Cinnyris chioropygius Unconmon (* 2)
+ Luff-throated Sumbird — Chalconttra’ adolbertd Very comnon

(live Sunbird ~ Cyanenitra olivacoa Vary common { * 7}

Collared Sunbird fnttreptos collaris Comaon (* 3)

* Chestnut-and-Black Woaver  Ginnanopteryx castanvufuscus  cu 40 pairs nesting in a Casuarina with ¥illayu
. waavere, May onwards, 1904

* Yoliow-mantled Weaver Malanaplacous tricolor 6, 12 nesta in Cetober 1964, Erratic
Villaga Yeaver Plosiositagra cueullatus Vory common (* 7)
Red-hoatled Waaver Halimbug rubricollis Gommon
Red-vonted Woaver Hal fmbus scutntus Very common ( * 4)
Rad-balliocd Woaver Malirbus orythrogastor + Uncommon, Two palrs woro soon noating wilh M, rubricollts
Bronze Mannikin Spormestes cueulTatus Uncomnon
Blue=bi1Ted Mannikin Spormostes poansis Comnon ( * 2)
Groy~crownod Negoo-Finch  Nigrita canicapilla Vary common ( * 2)
Black-bellied Soedwcaacker  Pirencstes ostrinus ¥ nottad onco; cbservod occasfonally al Unitsha
Blue-bi11cd Weaver-Finch  Spermophaga haematina (*2)
Orango-chacked Haxbil) Estrilda nelpoda Uncommon (* 1)
Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua magroura | . Common 1n tho rainy scason .

One of the more interesting featurcs of the Nnewl avifauna is the
contrast it provides with the birds of Onitsha., Being on the Nigery
Onitsha has a varying number of waders such as Egyptian Plover '

Pluvianus aegyptius, Grey Pratincole Galachryeia clinerea, and Pal garctic

lomigrants such as the Greenshank Glottis nebularius and Common

Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos. In addition therc mre,variouarbirda'

which are obviously attracted to the river and its hanks even though
they are not waders : Rosy Bee-eater, African Pled Wagtail Motacllla
aguimp, Niger DBlack-headed Weaver Sitagra capitalils, and Red- headed

Dioch ,Quelea erythrops which nests in 1arrq numbers in a Bwnmp 0rce
near the new textile factory. '

However thore are a larpe number of other birds which arce to be
seen at Oniteha and not at Nnewl and which mark Onitsha ng heilng tha
beginning of more open savanna countryside. A brief look at two major
Tamllies, Noctariniidae and Ploceldao, d@monstrntoé thliss At Nnewl the
sunbirde are represented by four'speci@a the most typlenl of which,

Ce _adelborti, is quite absent from Onitsha. Although . the other throo
ovorlap, Onitsha has two very common sunbirds, the' Splendid Cinnyrisg

coccinngaﬁﬁer and the Copper C. cupraus, whiloh aroe quite abront from
Nnewd. The weavers show thu conbramt cven more astrongly. Not ono of the
following ~ Yellow-mantled deaver, Red-headed Weaver, Red-bollled
Weaver - ds Lo be seen at Onitnhu.'on thelothor'hund, as well as the

weavers already mentionced, Onitehe has the Spectacled Hyphnnturgua\

brachyptcerus, the Fire-crowned BlBhOp Luplectom hordacen, the Y0110WH

mantled Whydah COllquanGP macrourus and various othere which aroe

— e
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absent from Nnewi.

(1) Bannerman, D.A. (1953%) The Birds of West and Equatorlal Africa.
Vol. 2, Edinburgh ‘

(2) Serle, W. (1957) A contribution to the ornlthology of Lho Lastern
Region of Nigeria. Ibis 99 : 371-418 & 628-685.,

SOME NOTES ON'THE BIRDS OF TIVLAND

H.H,Gray .

Since Novamber 1953 I have been living in Lho va Dlviqlon of Benue
PrOVane for extondod perios of time (2% year cach, followed by Bix’
montha' leave) as follews : 195;—'55 at the Leprosy SetLloment, Mkan
(7° 20" Mo, 9° 02! E.), near Gboko; 1957 at Tupwe and Talum (7% 150 N,
10 00' E.) in Wukari D1vi510n, 19;8 '61 again at Mkar. Slnce November
1961 I have been stationed at Mbaakon, 37 wiles South of Gboko‘ Here T
am doing rural health work and so travel each month to various places in
the southern areas of Tiv Division. The cduntry side is rol]ing, rlslng
in the southernmost part to mountains up to 3,000 ft. elevatlon. The
vegetation is Southern Guinea Savannah. At the very southern edge, con-
tiguous with Obudu Division of Ogoja ProVince,'andeamfe‘dﬁérside'Dis-
trict of West Camercun, the forest begins. ualjery forest cxtends further

North alang the banks of some rivers.

The following notes touch on what are conridered the more 1nterest1ng
of my observations in the area : =~ o S
Abdim's Stork Sphenorhynchus abdimii . Vieits ‘Wukari town ¢ 7° 52 N.,

48' B.) ench wet season, according to local informants. Secveral were
seen there in June 1954,

ST

Sacred Ibis Threskidrnis acthiopicus ! One at a stream noear Néa;'45
miles South of Gboko, Decomber 1953. e S

Grey Kestrel Ialco ardosiaceus A few: throughout the jyear at Mbaakon,
| ﬁffivnh Hdwk—Lagle erranaﬁua fasclatus ' Onc was seen in June 1954
trying to enatch n domestic duck [rom a compound at Zalki Bnam, 50 miles
E.N.E. of Ghoko on the Wukari road. :

Grey~breantoed Helmct'Gﬁinodwﬁowl Numida meleapgrils Common in less
densely populated districts where there is plenty troe cover,

Denham's Bustard Neotis denhami A few in the dry season ‘just West of
Gboko, 1960, Two seen at Aku, 20 miles South of Gboko in December: 196Gk,
Noted at Takum in Wukari Divieion in January 1958

African Button-Quail Turnix sylvatica Common in culeVated areag in
fallow pgrass fields, Heard calling mostly in the dry season until Mays
only raroLy heard in the railns.

L0npnbailed Dove Oena capnnsls A few in the dry season, 1954, at the
Leprosy Settlement, Mkar. ‘




