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SOME NOTES ON'THE BIRDS OF TIVLAND

H.H,Gray .

Since Novamber 1953 I have been living in Lho va Dlviqlon of Benue
PrOVane for extondod perios of time (2% year cach, followed by Bix’
montha' leave) as follews : 195;—'55 at the Leprosy SetLloment, Mkan
(7° 20" Mo, 9° 02! E.), near Gboko; 1957 at Tupwe and Talum (7% 150 N,
10 00' E.) in Wukari D1vi510n, 19;8 '61 again at Mkar. Slnce November
1961 I have been stationed at Mbaakon, 37 wiles South of Gboko‘ Here T
am doing rural health work and so travel each month to various places in
the southern areas of Tiv Division. The cduntry side is rol]ing, rlslng
in the southernmost part to mountains up to 3,000 ft. elevatlon. The
vegetation is Southern Guinea Savannah. At the very southern edge, con-
tiguous with Obudu Division of Ogoja ProVince,'andeamfe‘dﬁérside'Dis-
trict of West Camercun, the forest begins. ualjery forest cxtends further

North alang the banks of some rivers.

The following notes touch on what are conridered the more 1nterest1ng
of my observations in the area : =~ o S
Abdim's Stork Sphenorhynchus abdimii . Vieits ‘Wukari town ¢ 7° 52 N.,

48' B.) ench wet season, according to local informants. Secveral were
seen there in June 1954,

ST

Sacred Ibis Threskidrnis acthiopicus ! One at a stream noear Néa;'45
miles South of Gboko, Decomber 1953. e S

Grey Kestrel Ialco ardosiaceus A few: throughout the jyear at Mbaakon,
| ﬁffivnh Hdwk—Lagle erranaﬁua fasclatus ' Onc was seen in June 1954
trying to enatch n domestic duck [rom a compound at Zalki Bnam, 50 miles
E.N.E. of Ghoko on the Wukari road. :

Grey~breantoed Helmct'Gﬁinodwﬁowl Numida meleapgrils Common in less
densely populated districts where there is plenty troe cover,

Denham's Bustard Neotis denhami A few in the dry season ‘just West of
Gboko, 1960, Two seen at Aku, 20 miles South of Gboko in December: 196Gk,
Noted at Takum in Wukari Divieion in January 1958

African Button-Quail Turnix sylvatica Common in culeVated areag in
fallow pgrass fields, Heard calling mostly in the dry season until Mays
only raroLy heard in the railns.

L0npnbailed Dove Oena capnnsls A few in the dry season, 1954, at the
Leprosy Settlement, Mkar. ‘
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Tambourine Dove Tympanistra tympanistra One was capbtured ncar Tupwe
in December 1954,

Yéllowwbellied Fruil-Pigeon Vinaypzo waalia Two noted 9 miles Wost
of Gboko, June 195K,

Green Truit-Pigton Vinago australis A few at Mbaalkon, Decomber 196Gk
agd July 1965, Several feeding in wild fig trees at Jato Akaa (57 50! My
9° 30' H,) on 28th January 1965,

Long-talled Parrakect Psittacula krameri Two young birda, all dark
sreen and with ghort tails, were brought in February 1965. By Junc thoey
were developing long tmils, S C

Red~headed lLove-bird Agapornis pullaria At Jato fkaa on 29th January
1965, Also noted in other moutheasbern parts of Tiv Diviplon, mnd in
Wukari Division.

Gold Coast Touraco Turacus persa  One at tho Lopromy Scttlement, Mkar,
April 1954, ' '

Sﬁaﬁdardnwingéd Nightjar.Macrodipteryx longipennis Males in brooding
plumage on the roads from June until Septembar, :

Péhhanﬁ-winged Night jar Cosmetornis vexillarius One moon at Gboko,‘

' Carmine Beé-eater Merops nubicus Widespread from November to April,

WhitefthrOated Beo-eater fAerops albicollis Common in the dry season,
some rémaining until June,

o

Grey Hornbill L0phdceros nasut us Common and widespread,

Allied Hornbill Lophoceros semifasciamtus Only at Abwa, Mbaduku (ncar
Obudu) and other extreme southern arcas near Mamfe Uyverside border of Tiv
Division,

Ground Hornbill Bucorvus abjesinicue One in captivity al Mkar, 195k,
had been captured at Wukari.

.~ Yellow Flycatcher Chloropeta natalensis. A few in the.wet season at
Mbaakon *, C - ) -

Senegal Puff-back Flycatcher Batis senegalenpis At Miknr in the wet
season, 1954, Mbaakon from December 1964 to January 196%5; a [ledgling
brought to me on 20th April 1965, Not common.

:Blue Falry Flycatocher Lrannornieg lonmicaudsa A Tow in the wot season
1954 at the Legroay Sott%emont, Mkar, and along tho road botwoen Makurdi
and Wannunae (7° 3htN,, 8% s53'E), .

Bell Shrike Laniarius ferrugineus Year-round at Mkor Mt,, Mbaakon:
md Jato Akaa. A nost was found in a 20 ¢, Dand.elln olivori troec, mlt-
uated at the junction of two large bronchos, with the Fomnlo sitting
between 10th February and 7th March 1965, :

Long-~tailed Shrike Corvinella corvina  Common throughout. the year on
farm-land. \ L S

, Gladiator Bush-Shrike Malaconotus poliocephalus A pnir watched in a
sutyrispermum (Shea Butter) tree at Mbaaskon on L8th Aprdl 1965,

(* Serle (1957) gives his Obudu Platean as the first for Eastoern
Region. The present record, for which skin substantliation would be deglr-
able, extonds the species to Northern Region and'to lowland. It is prim-
arily a woodland savannah specics, not montane. -Ed,)
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Black-winged Oricle Oriolus nigripennis Occ¢asional at Mkar énd
Mbaakon. o

Amethyst Starling Cinnyricinclus 1eucogastor 8everal at Tikyu, near
Takum, April 1954, ‘ R

Pyemy Lonpg~tailed Sunbhird Hedydipna platura Several pairs at Jato
Akaa in the mission station garden, January 1965. One killed by flying
into the house wall was examined in the hand. Not noted in. 8 ViSlt there
one month later. ~

Copper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus A few at the Leprosy ueLtlement v
Mkar, in wet season 1954 and 1955, Never weeen at Mbaakon., 77

Splendid Sunbird Cinnyris coccinigaster A year-round roéidgntxat V
M Okon,. Hoard at Mkar in June 1965. . o e E o

Yellow-bellicd Sunbnrd Clnnyris venustus At Mkar, wet season l95h
and' 1955, One at Mkar. in Jnly 1965. Nover goon al Mkaakon. o

Yellow-fronted Canary Serinus mozambicus A iew mt{Mbaakon‘ahdfMKér.

I

Village Weaver Plesiositapgra cucul]abus upnarentlf seanonal; they |
arrived at Mbhaakon on 10th March 1965, nestcd in June and July. In 1964 !
they left din carly November. o ‘

Pire-~crowned Bishop Luploctuﬁ hordacea _
Orange Bighop B, orix - Both in evidence in the 'wet scason on- farms, -
perhnaps the former is more abundant, - j

Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu Uraeginthus bengalus A few at the. Leprosy
Settlement, Mkar, in February and March 1954, T was informed that: these
birds are occasionally captured at Takum in Wukeri D1v1510n. I have
never seen them as far South as MbaakOn.-_ . Lo

Referance

Serle, W. (1957) A contribution to the orntholopy of the Eastern Region
of Nigeria., Ibis 99 t 371-418 & 628 685. , ‘ o . o :
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THE BIRDS OF ZARIA, III - RESTDENTS, VAGRANTS AND CHECK-LIST  ( NON=- |

PASSERINES ©)

C.H,Fry
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III. ResidenLa, VuﬁrnnLn and Chogk-list (Non- Passerines). Since the i
first two parte of this article were written (I - African Migrants-f -

II - Pplaearctic Migrnnts) I have.learned a good deal more - especially

about seanonal distribution - about the birds of the Zaria area through

having mpent my first wet season here. The list which followé ié:gn 4
annotated check-list of the birds in which the African and Palaemrctic
migrants are included in systematic order W1thout comment axcopt wherel !
a major amendment to the status or dlqtributlon pmven in Parts 1 and

II is necessary. Minor additions and corrections will be given in a

subsequent waper after the completion of this series.



