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NOTES

Some notes on the Upupa Hoopos, The asmall Bannerman says apropos the

Senegal Hoopoe U, (e), senegalensis that it is "subjeoct to migratory

movements which are not clearly understood and may only be local": from
what ve khnow of the northward wmovement of many indigenous species with
the onset of the rains there is no reason to doubt this, But when he

goes on to say that "it breeds in May in the vioinity of Lake Chad" there
is evidence that both his month and place are suspect. Irom 1956, when

I first kept records of the Upupa hoopoe in Kaduna, T have been reasonably
certain that the ococasional to frequent sightings of single or pairs of
birds seen from October to April, and sometimes exbending to late May,

year after year, were of FEuropean Hoopoes U,epops epops. Now I am not so

certain, because Major Brotherton has conclusive proof of a nest with
young of genegalensis in Kaduna in early March this year: it was in the

base of an ant hill., He is also certain that a pair were nesting in a

hole in the ground in a compound in Vom in April this year., Both sibtes

must have been very precarious during the early rainstorms,

These observations ocorrespond with those of V,W, Smith for the Plateau
(Vom area). He suspeoted a nest in Vom in March '1957‘l sand desoribosn the
negting activities of a pair between mid-January and the end of Februax'yz.
The nesting period for the Kaduna pair was, roughly, early March to early
April: as at Vom, the male provided the food - grasshoppers, orickets s _
grubs and the like «~ for the brooding female and young. Smith's sugges:ti'on
that the peak peribcl of breeding on the Plateau is Jénuary to March is not
invalidated by the finding of a nest by Brotherton at Vom in April since
breeding will be affeoted by such factors as early or late rains, whether
nest holes are washed out, late broods, and the like. Smith also suggests
(pers. comm.) that the bird may be double~brooded, To sum up, in Nigeria
it would seem the African Hoopoe méy start’ breeding as early as Januaxry,
oontinuing as late as May, whilst the Palacarctic migrants are still passing
through the breeding areas, and in any event breeding is not liwmited to the
Chad area as stated by Bannerman, .The only months I have not seen Upupa
hoopoes in Kaduna are August and September, which agrees with what is knowmn
" of senegalensis being at the north of its range dwring the helght of the |

rains.

Unless the M hoc)poé is either netted or shot it is almost impossible
to dist:lnguish the two speoiés in the field. My' Xaduna reoords on epops
agree generally with those of Fry (Bull, N.0,8, § 38 and 41). However,
during the last two weeks of June, 1963, an appreciable and digtinotive wave
of what oould..only have been U, epops went through Keduna. From 15th June
until 29th June each day, almost without exception, there were anything
frdm one to five birds in nxy oompound whioh, being well wooded, is not
typical hoopoe -'hahita.’c', ulsua'lly' in paix's;, with numerous reports from the
rest of Kaduna of "several' having been seen, From the behaviour patitern
of’ SOme of the 'pa.irs , particularly ooﬁrship display, 'Ehey were cbviously

very néar breeding, and certainly there were no immature birds to suggest
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they elready bred. Before this avont the latest I have seen what I havo
usvally taken to be epops is 25th May: in the case of this Juno 1963 wavo,
Koduna as a whole must heve had about a hundrod opops ouoh_dny for a
Portnight. From the viey the nwibors and areas of reports varied 1 should
say it was not a question of one lot of bixds remaining statlo for o
fortnight but of o wave passing through Kaduna and laating for this pordod,.
This 1s a very late dete for any Buropecn migrant, howevor, go one ooannot

entirely exolude the possibility of these bivds boing sengpalensda. Dy vey

of oontrast I saw only a pair in 196k (Juno 14th) and nothing letur thun

April in 1965,
M, Skillotor,

1. Smith, VW, (1962) Some birde which breod noar Vom, Northern Nigorla
Nig Feld 27 ¢ 4 - 3

2, Smith, V.W. (1964) Purther notes on birds broeding near Von.
Nig.Fileld 29 ¢ 100 -~ 117.

Collared Bunbird feeding on berries, On 4th April 196% the writers

observed o number of Collared Sunbirds Anthreptes collaris apparently

feeding in a tengled clump of Alchornea cordifolin (Euphorbiaccae) in

the Ifg University Blological Gardon., Obgervation at close¢ range with
the ald of x12 binoculars indicated that they werc mainly concerned
with the fruiting stems of the plant, At first it was nssuned that they
were taking insects but sfter somc minutes a c¢lear view wno obtainod of
a male bird actually holding one of the distinctive red povds in ite

t3i1l, To our surprise it promptly swallowed it.

Bates (vide Bannerman 1948) rccords an unusually mixed dirt in this
species of sunbird, including insects (both imagines and larvae), swall

cpiders, minute snail shells and fruits. The seeds of A, cordifolin

arc, nonetheleds, surprisingly largc (8,5 mm long) for such o small

bird, K.F.Blackwell and D.R.Wulls

A nest of the Buff-throated Sunbird. Bannerman (1953, The Birds of

West and Lquatorial Africa) states that the nest, ueso nnd broeoding of

the Buff-throated Sunbird Chalcomitra adelbortl have nol hoen dencribed,

nal ag I know of no “escriptions sinco that date, it may be of dntorest
L. record that T found a nest with two wel'l-grown nestllogn in o pgorden
Shapam, Western Region, on 10th February 1962, The nest wan bullt
t. abuve the ground, in the shade of a canopy of creepers envelop-
@ ydng tree about 20 ft. high., The extornal appearanec of tho noent
very closely resembled that of Lts conpenoer the Searlet-breastod Sun-

bird C. scnegalengis, & slightly untidy (for a sunbird) jeckot of

vilrous plant material suspended amonpgst a few dry-looking leavos at
the end of a twig of the tree, perhaps dncorporating nowme of these

leaves into the structure of the jnckolt, and finished at the bottom
inio a straggly point or beard of wispy fibres and/or opidors!' webs.

The entrsnce hole was ut the side, facing tengentiolly with respect



