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o1.
THE BIRDS OF ZARTA, IV ~ RLSIDENTS, VAGIANTS, AND CHECK-LIST

(PASSERINES )

C. H, Fry
(Continued from p. 79)
:IV. Resgidents, Vagrants and Chéok-list' (Passorines).

Buokley 3 Bush-—Lark Mirafra buckleyi Resident; breeding about
' December to February; the OOMIONSst lark, although oonf'usion in the field with
Hemodesta has obscured the abundance of each of these two species relative
40 the other local larks, Bucklsy's Lark is common to frequent in a
wide variety of situations ~ furm-. and oleared land, in suburbia, lightly
woocded and even well=wooded country, and on old- oult:s.vated land reverting
to bush,

Ruf'ous=-naped Busghelark Mirafra africana ‘Recorded in nearly all months;
- presumably breeds. Far more commonly observed in the first 3 or 4 months of
the year, but this is probably only because the ground is far more open then;
for this laxk, 3n sharp sontrast to Buckley's, is wary and skulking and tends
' to YYreeze'! an approach,under a tuft of grass. Thus good views can be had,
but the bird is generally found only when it is flushed from a few feet ahead,
- when it invarlably f1ies low and @rops guickly only 30 or 50 yards further
on. It is in fact nyat all infrequent, inhabiting almost exoclusively
areas with a good herb layer and protoctive covering of shrubs, 4 typical
habitat is land covered with a fairly dense layer of 2f't. to 5ft. shrubs,
heavily grazed by oattle, Again, this bush-lark may be flushed from a crop
of tall eereals if a herb-~layer has grovm undernesath,.

Cn the Jos Plategu it inhabits .yet more open sountry in my experience,
. moadows and the like, and is more approachable.

? I have never knovwingly heard any voicé from this spéoles , either song or
call, but a puzzling song heard in ea.fl,y Ju.'l,y Jrom a 1a:c'k s:n.ng:.ng at 200 £t
may have been M,af'ricana,

Ruf ous~rumped Buah-I:a:r‘k Plnarooorvs eryt;hropygla.

Cregted Lark G-alerlda oristata See pe16, Common and widely distributed
outside woodland. Evidently breeds throughout the dry season; a fledgling
was seen in January and a nestling on 1st May. Apparently a partial migrant,
being less ocomon during summer months, bub present throughout the year.

Nigerian Sun~Lark Heliogorys modesta Status uncertain. Reocorded by
Serle {1943) as oocuring sparingly in rocky outcrops and grassy hillsides
about Zaria, Serle found a nest at Zaria on 2nd March, I have heard singing
in Nevember (only) but I have few positive sight records. Frobably locally
common, largely restricted to inselbergs or rock-strewn open country.

- Chestnut~backed Finoch~Lark IEremopteryx leucotis A locally ocommon to
very ocommon dry season breedlng visitor, from the fourth week of October
(carlies 21st) until the third week of April (latest- 22nd). Inhabita
barren, sandy or stc¢ ny land, over-grazed sorubby bush, the sandy environs
of streams and erosion-areas, where flocks of up to 20 may be seen In
Autumn, Breeds in December and January, fledglings acoompanied by theiw
parents having been sesen on 20th February and 2nd Maroh, Omitted from
Pt. I (African Migrants).

White Wagtail Mbtacilla alba
Yollow Wagtail Budvtes flavus

Plain-backed Pipit Anthus leusophrys Foixly oormon and widespread in
grassy places, meadows, gardens. Breeding resident., Serls (1943} found a
neat o/3 on 20th March at Zaria,

Tree Pipit Anthus tri\_r_:j.élis

Red~throated Plpit Anthus cervinus

Yelloy=throated Long—olay Haoronyx orocous Fairly ocomion and widespread
breeding resident.




92.

Sudan Brown Babbler Turdoides plebeja. A bird of savannah woodland, long
established gardens, thickets and kurmis, avoiding very open country, Ilocka
are fraquently seen in such habitats. Resldent, but no biceding data for
ZE!.I‘ia. . . .

Blackoap Babbler Turdoides reinwerdii Soarce resident. Occurs loocally
in dense voods and thickets, as in Zaria Forest Leserve and the Dunbi woods
10 miles South of Zaria. Once netted in a grove of old Mango trees in s
deserted hamlet - a surprising situation. Not recarded North of Zaria.

Oriole Babbler Hypergerus atriceps  Socarce resident, recorded only from
Dnbi wood and Anare Forest Rescrve, Kaduna - . (also at Birnin Gwari, 60 miles
due West of Zaria, carrying nest material on 13th April). Resbricted to
dark tangles of vegetation near or over water. . . o

Gomraon Bulbul Pyononotus barbatus,  Very oommon and widespread in all
habitats. Breeds in the wet season,

Leaf-love Pyrrhurus scandens Sight records of 3« in a kurmi in Anara
Forest Reserve on Pehruary and May; no other records.

Yellow~throated Leaf-love Pyrrhurus flavicollis Searce and local.
Rather common however in Zaria Forest Reserve, in shaded thickets through
vihich a stream flows., Fledglings in a family party here on 19th August,
Not recorded North of Zarda.,

Spotted Flycatcher Muselcapa striata

Pied Flyocatoher Ficedula hypoleuea

Swamp Flvoatcher Alsconax aquaticus. Very uncormion resldent » requiring
shaded permanent water, : . _

Grey Tit-Babblor Pardsoma plumbeum, - This bird has rcoently been found
in Dunbi woods, 10 miles south of Zarin, where it 1s apparently not uncormon
(in Ootober). No other local record.

Pale PMlycatcher Bradornis pallidus = Frequent, x-.:ideé;:rmd resident;
generally keeps to shrubs lower than 120t. Resident, breeds _about April/May,

Black Flyocatcher Melacnornis edolioides. Uncoumon breeding resident. A
nest on 16th May contained 3 helf-growm young; it was at 10ft, in an exposed
hole where a branch had broken away, in the trunk of e 25ft. leafless tree;
there was a coarse lining of twigs with inner fine peticles etec. Ancther
nest on 31st May held 2 young aboul 10 days old, but this nest was of a
very different type - a finely-built cup on o fork near the extremlty of a
branch of a leafy tree in a garden. The inference.cf Praed & Grant (1963,
African Hapdhook of Birds. Series 2 Vol., 2) is that the gams oither bullds
its own nest or expropriates other birds' nests; in.whioh ocase Lthe 16th May
nest way have been its own, and the second nest an expropriated one., A
wellegrown irmmature bird was seen on Yh August, -Nestlings end f£ledglings. are
very turxdine, L

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Hyliota flavigaster Vei:\y 80a1ce; onify in rﬂg’cure
savarmnah woodland. A e g ' .

Senegal Puffback Flycatcher - Batis senegalensis | Cormon and widesproead
breeding resident,

Scarlot-spectacled Flycatoher Platysteirs ovhea Rare, probably resident.
This 'species, which can scarcely be overlooked beecause of its voioe, has been
found only in kurnis in Anara Forest Reserve (and at Birnin Gwari).

Blue Fairy. Flyoatoher Erannornis Longdcauda Rara, - Oocurs in Anara Pe R,
kurmis, and has been reported from Zaria gerdens, bub confirmation is roguired
of the latter, , '

Poradise Flyeatohor Tehitron virddis

;
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Kurrdchane Thrush Turdus libonyanus Breedlng reuldent, probably
partially migratory. Comnon and wlclespread in the wet season from March ‘
to October, but much more loecal in the dry season, vhen restricted to mature
shat y gcwdens. ;

Rock Thrush Monticola sexabilis

mleatear Qenanthe oenanthe

Rad~breasted Chat Oenanthe heuslind

Red=talled Chat Cercomela familiaris - A bird of erosion 'badlands!,
sandy strean banks, and the lover slopes of inselbergs, in which habltats
it is frequent, Resident, breeding in the dry season unt:l.l May .

White-fronted Black Chat Pentholacga db:.f‘rons Breedlng resident,
frequent in dry sorub country vith scattered trees, in i’a:r'mlaml and poo.'c'
vocdland, Breeds from January to lato April,

hite~erormed Cliff~Chat Thomnolaes coronate, Loocally common breeding
resident; oonf'lnod. o inselbergs, and present on'‘all outcrops above about
200t . high, ‘

Ant-Chat Myrmecooichle agthiops No reoords since 1961 when Ward
rocarded it as uneomion in the vioinity of Samaru, Probably very local,

Whinohat Saxioccla rubetra

Snowy-orovmed Robin-Chat Cossyphs niveicapilla®

Rufous Serub-Robin Erythropyeia palactotes Unoommon:, in sandy wastes
and erosion areas only, All reoords fall between the last week of October

- and mid-~April, and it ey be nigrant, p uest 0/3 was found on 13th Februa:_r,'y.

Redstart Phoeniourus phoenicurus

tingale Luscinia m?;whynohos . Pa.laearo"tlo nigrants. Only 2 or 3
good sn.gh‘t records, but probably a regulm:- ana frequent visitor or passage
nmigrant,

mﬁtethroa.t Sylvia oommun:j;g_ |

Garden Warbler Sylvia bordin .

Blackoap Sylvia atrioapills-

Subalpine Varbler Sylvia ventillans @

Toterine Warbler Hippolais fobewina

Melodious Warbler Hippolais polvelotba

Olivaceous Varbler Hippolais pallida

Buropean Reed Warbler Acrocephalus soirpaceus

Sedge Varbler Acroocsphalus gehoenobacnus

e

*The VThite~crowned Robin-Chat C.albioapilla and the White-browed
Robin~Chat C. Eollogtera have been netted at Birnin Gwari, 60
miles due west of Zaria; neitheér has yet been reocrded in the
daria area however,

v
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus “'crochilus

Wood Warbler Phylloscopus s:.blla.trlx '

(Ruf‘m s Canc Jarbler Calanoscetor rufescens Almost oertainly this speoies
which ocours sparingly in tangles of Minosa and grasses at the edge of
Magka Dam, Has not yet been netted for confirmation, but good wviews
obtained. ) - '

Grey—capped Bush~Warbler Apalis ocaniceps A snell populetion in the
nature Dumbi woodse

Nuthatoh-Warbler Sylvietts brachjura Frequent widespread breeding
resident in all types of of woodland inoluding gardens and Kurmlis, and even
foraging in scrubland with a mean shrub level of abous L ft.

Green-backed Eremomels Eremomela pusilla Common and widely distributed
but easily overlocked, being essentially a bird of the canopy. Resident,

Grey~baoked Canaroptera Canaropters brevisaudata Very common oocourring
almost vherever there ls deep leafy shade, even 1f isolated in otherwlse open
OOWILYY o

Gold CSst Fantail Warblor Cisticola junaidis)

Nigerdan Cloudsoraper Cistioola eximia 9 Both osour, but stabus
wicertain. Vhat was forrerly assuned to be exdimla is a common resident of
narshes, water neadows, flocd-plains and the edges of fadamag.,and alse in
the wet season, of well-drained meadows with rank grass of or 3 ft high;
during the rains the song of undoubted eximle males is heard regularly above
all these habitats.  Bub _;l}ll;l‘g_h:l;g._ls also ooeur, at least in the flood-plains
of the R. Galma through Zaris in the rains, when its very characteristio
#2itseerezibesaaazit., " song is leard at the same place and tire as eximia's
song it is very interesting that . these two closely allied species should
breed and feed apparocatly cheek-by—-jowl in the siéme marshes, An ex:unia.
a8 feeding ne gtlings on 15uh .aep'tenber.

Roclf-—lovmg Grasg~Warbler Clsta.oola omind _ A common breeding resident
oft 1arge::' inselbergs only. .

Singing Bush-Warbler Cistisola cantans - Connon, probably the most widely-
spread of the cisticolas; in light woodland and denser woods with a good
grass layer, in sorubby erosion ocountiy, on the edges of kurials, and in
fadamas where small shrubs are scabtered through-out the gress and. sedge
beds. Breeding resident.

Red-faoced Grass-Warbler Cistiocola erythrops Evidently rare, with only cne
positive record of a bird netued in May in Zaria Fores‘o Reserve Kurni,
Probably commoner 11owever. .o

s

Rufous Grass-— Warbler C:I.aticola galaoto*bes Cormion in dense reed-beds by
standing open water, overgrown diiches, grassy fadamas eto., Breeding
resident., A fledgling being fed by an adult near Zaria on 16th Dsoernber.

Striped Grass-Varbler Cistioola natolensis Rather unoonmoﬁ,‘ and habitat
not as woll defined as in nost others of the gonus. Rank 6t grass with

interspersed shrubs near water or noist ground, ds preferred. Resident.
Neat building on 26th Septenber, '

shortving Gra.ss-—'trarbler Cistloole brachyptera A Pairly common and
widespread breeding rosident of farmland, degraded bush or well-formed
woodland, and a.lso sorubby fa.llow—land wlth a dense oovering of Llow (3 £t.)

bushe S
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Redpate Grass-larbler Cisticola rufioceph Rather similar to the
prece ding species; I am uncertain what habitat distinction between the two
there might be. . ruficeps would appear to be the commoner of the two;
it very gencrally sings from tall tree tops, does not ocour out of woods,
but does not seem to frequent a "hard thorny type of vegetation" (of.
Bannorian, 1953), : '

Rod-iringed Varbler Heliolais erythroptera Frequent breeding resident,
Gencrally in noisy parties of half-a-dozen, in the same sort of ill-defined
habitet as Cisticola cantans (q.v.). B ‘

Moustached Serub~Warbler Melooichla mentalis Frequent and widespread
in grassy or bushy tangles of vegetation, generally near water. Pugident
breeds in the wet seanson, :

Test African Prinia Prinia subflava IFrequent and widespread hreeding
residont. Inhabits varicusly degraded woedland, also scattered shrubs in
grassland or fadamns ete.

~ Buropean swalloy IHrundo rustios

Ethiopien Swallow Hirundo aethiopica. Very common and widespread breeding
resident.,

Pled~winged Syallow Hirundo leucosoma

Wire~tailed swallow Hirundo smithil Very waconnon, A& pair have bro d
every year beneath a road bridge over standing water 25 miles MV of Zaria,
nest~building beginning in October' and the young fledging about Fehruary.
Two ar three birds have cooasionally been noted at other road bridges and :.
at Maska Dan, ' o ¥

Red=rurped Swallow Hirundo rufuls See p. 16, Very scarce in June and
July, but o considerable immigration in the first half of August, There-
aftor common until }ay, brocding December to Fehruagy. Nest bullding
cormences in the 1st week Ootober and eggs hatch about the 1st woek January.

Ruf ous—ohe sted Swallow Hir'unda "é:em:’u:'u:f'd

Lesser Striped Swallow Hirundo abyssinioa.

Groy-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopysze Rare ; elther vagent or an
uncormon migrant, One ab Zaria on 8th August (and one possible at Giwa, 15
miles N7, of Zaria, on 21st June.)

Preuss'as Cliff-Swallow Lecythoplastes preussi Irregular visitor,
probably non-brecding, seen in groups varrying fron half-a-dogen to 700, in
all months from October to June inolusive, For distinotions between this
speoles and the House Martin Delighon urbloa See pe 434l

Buropean Sand-Martin Riparia riparia -

Banded Marfin Riparia cincta

sudan Sand-Martin Riparia paludicola Unocrinon or looal breeding resident
or migrant. Recorded in all months except June and July. I have seen it
only as solitary pairs on the R, Galma oy on, sandy streams with wooded banks,
but Serle (1943) records agolony of nboub 20 nests on the R.Galin near Zaria
in Decembor., The four young in o solltary nest kept under cbservation in
Decerhoy and January, fledged between 5th and 10th February,

Rod=throated Rook-Martin Phyonoprogne rufiguls 4 comnon breeding resident
of inselbergs. Kufena Rook, Zaria, has a population of about 20, All birds
ococasionally wander half-a-iiile or nore over woodland adjacent to their ,
inselbergs,

House~Martin Delichon urbica

Fanti Rowh~-yinged Swallow FPsalidoproone cbsoura
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Red-Shouldered Cuckoo~Shrike CGanpephapga hoonioces 8ee p. 17,. Fairly
cormon wherever thewre are tall trees (LO = 6% £t 5_7. Both birds of & pair were
carrying food on-17th. Septerber, but the nest oould not be Found.

Yhite~breasted Cugkoo~Shrike Coraoine, pectoralis A ssaroe resident,
presunably breeding, ococsuring in mature Guinea woedland s in tall trees on
the banks of streams, and sonetines in degraded woods.

Glogsy-backed Drongo Dierurus adsimilis . PFrequent and widespread
breeding resident. .

Sharpds Square-tailed Brongo Diorurus sharpei XKnovm only in this area
frou o kurmi in Anara Forest Reserves where frequent.

Long~oresied Heloet~Shrike Prionops plumata  Frequent to oomion and
widespread breeding rosident. A conspicous bird of gardens. A nest with
4 balf-proym nestlings was found on 15th March., 3 nestlings were given to me
on 19th Ootober, '

o -

Red~tailed Shrike ILanius isabellinus
Woodohat Lanius senator

Long~tailed Shriko Corvinella corvina Comnon and widespread; ospeeially
in or near cuwltivated arohs, 4 nestlings were purchased on 96h June and reared.

Barbary Shrike Laniarius barbarus Comion and widesproad, but restricted
to deep shade from wiiloh they often emorgo in oool weather,

Boll-Shrike Loniarius ferrusinous Recarded only in Anare ForaRes, Kurnd.,

Garibian Puff-back Shrike Dryoscopus gambensis Frequent, A bird of the
canopy or leafy shade in smaller trecs and shrubs. In gordens s kuritls, open
woodland, thickets eto, ‘ o

Brubru Shike Nilous afer Unocomion resident, doubtless 'breed-s., No obvious
habitat preferences, except that it is seldom seen ocutside leafy trces, I
have seen Brubru Shrikes feeding-on insects? =- on the ground,

Black-crovmod Tohapre Tohogra senegala  Frequent to oorion and videspread.

Al e e, :

Breeding xjems‘fc_l‘ent. Fledglings noted on 23md April.

(Little Blackosp Tohapra LAntiohromus minutus  Reported at Zarda by
E.Butler, but sonfirmation required. Not reocorded by Ward or by any naturalist
at present rosident in Zaria., Serle (1939) rcoorded the speoies in the south
of Zaria Province near Kafanohan), : :

Orango-broasted Bugh~Shrike Chlorophoneus gulfureopectus  Widely but rather
thinly, distributed, preferring overjrown thickets, Kurrnis and other shaded
places, Resident, although o ourious lack of records in December, January
February (does not sing at that tine?); probably brcods.

Gladiotor Bugh-Shrike Iﬂ.élaoonotus poliocephalus  Ococwrs not very scomnonly
in all types of woodland including gardons, bubt leafy trces of not loss than
about 25 £4 are ossential, Skulks, and very easily overlooked uiless calling,

Afriocan Golden Oriole Oriolus guratus

White=shouldered Black Tit Melaniparus niger Froguent and wide spread in
mature and degraded woodland, gardens, ete, Breeding residoivbe '

Hest African Ponduline Tit Anthoscopus parvulus A diminubive little biwd
in small parties of 3 or L, easily overlooked, Resident, lilkoly to be found
vhercver trees or shrubs of about 6 ft. ccour, partioularly in light woodland,
(Samaru,d&.B_’.H.; degpaded shvannah woodland, Zaria Porest Rese rwe Dunbi e'tc.j

Fied Grow Coryus albus Very oomron and widespread breeding rvesident.
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Black Magpie Ptilostorus afer Common in open country - parklend, fields N
farns and lerge gardens » but flocks are somewhat given to local wandering
apparently and may be absent for iweeks at o time fron normally-frequented
places. Resident; nests with young found in Hay and June.

Anethyst Starling Cilnnyridindus leucogaster See p. 17 A wet scason
visitar from February unbil, about the end of August., Last sesn in 1965
on 20th August, on whioch date they were hovever common and flocking., In
view of wncertainty about the breeding of this.speocivs in Vest Afrieca it
is dmportant to ascertain vhether or not it breeds in this area; one Wag
seen carrying nest material on 12th May, but the observation was nob
followad up. ' oo

Short~tailed Glossy Sj{;ariingu Lamprooolius chalourus Status uncertain,
Colleoted by ‘ard & Elgood in Zaria Forest Redeve (daved and tvBedEeds,u,
out of a flock of 20 whioh were feeding on the fruits of Figus (leoardii)

c
in a garden through st of Ootober. See below,

Suainson's Glossy Starling Lauprocolius cliloropterus

Purple Glossy Starling Lanmprocolius purpureus g Resident and
doubtless breed. These two starlings oscur in much the same habitatb
(perhaps chlaropterus prefers 'more olosed woodland, and purpureus opon
woodland or parkland) and often flock togethor. They roost togotlier and
thore is a large roost in Zaria Forest Reserve, Both are oomiton s but purpureus
is morse conspiouous because of its large size, casy ildentity, and oscourrence
in residential areas. In point of actual numbers however chloropterus is more
abundant end flocks of hundreds ccour from June $o Deoenber. in the first half
~of the year this starling is loss sociable and presutiably brecds thon. The
same applies to purpureus, exocept that (non-roosting) flocks seldon cxoeed 20,

Le_diloroptorus and purpureus arve easily distinguished in the ficld; the
forer is small, ereen with a green head, (and steel blue refleotions on wings,
neck and belly, but without purple) and is often in flocks of 20-10C; I
purpureus is very much lavger, with green wings ond back, and purple head ’
underside wings and tail; the blood-red or orange eye is far more conaf.oous
than the paler smaller eye of ghloropberus 5, purpurceus is generally in snnll
floocks of 5~10, . B ‘.

The Blue-carcd Glossy Starling L, ohézl_vbaaus is a thorn savannah species
which is not thought $o occur as far south as Zarda, 1t is virtually in-
distinguishable from ghloropterus in the Ficld,

Lyohalourus is intermediate in most characters betwsen ohloropterus and
wpurcus, In the field. it is markedly larvger and bluer  thaon chloropterus
whioh it ofherwise resenbles very closely execept the todil is bhlue {preen

ia chloropterus)., It is roadily distinguishable fron pPUrpUTeUs ,

Long—tailod Glossy Starling. Larprotonis cavdatus  Locally corion breeding
resident. A comion bivd in the Inastituse of Agrioultural desesrch residontial
arca (Sameru) bub rare at the A,D,U, oaripus 2 niles away; frequent in old
gardens in Zaria; always.prdsent =~ n flock of about 12=in a vory oivcumsoribed
arca by Maska Dam. Not infrequent in farn and parkland as at Shika, or in
the Zaria Forest Rescrve plantations, but otherwise decidedly uncoruion, A
Juvenile out of the nest was being fed by its parvent on 14th Novombor.,

Cheé'tnut-i.,d.nj@d Starling ‘Orwc.hole;nathué- fulpidus  Common breeding residents
restrieted to Largor insolbergs.

Chestnut-bollicd Starling Spreo pulcher Vagrant . 4 oon 2Lth January
1965, last seen on 13th iay (Valker %1935‘) N.0,5¢ 5 & 22)

Yellow=billcd Oxpeckor Buphagus africanus Resident, Cornon in close
agsociotion with ocatile. No ovidence as to its breeding in the Zaria arvea.
Indeed it sesms o e ospecially prone $o flocking (suggesting non~breeding)
in June, vhen the speoies brecds around Kano, . S
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Yellow Vhite-eyve Zosterops senepalensis fesident, probably breeds.
Frequent to common in gardens and: moist woodland; elsewhere uncommon.

Beautiful Long~tailed Sunbird Nectarinia pulchelle FPartial migrant?
A comon and widespread bird from the third week of February until the end
of May, apparently less comnmon in June, December and January, and not rec-
orded from July to November inclusive except for once in Septermber, Incon-
spilouous and perhaps overlooked in non-breeding plunage in late summer,
Breeds in the wet season.

Pypoy Long-tailed Sunbird Hedydipna pletura In the dry season the commonest
sunbird, widely distributed. Breeds, Numbers fall off in May and I have no
records betueen 16th May end 14th August, Males in full plumage suddenly
* appear about the third week of October, whether by lrwaigreotion or moult I
do not know, Much further data is required,

Gopper Sunbird Cinnyris cupreus

- Yellow-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris wvenustus See p. 17, Add : locally very
common, in Dunbl Wood, Zaria (September 1965; still common on 29th ), Corr-
ection ! the male at Birni'm Gward on 2nd April was one of a pair both
carrying food to unseen young on 30th March, ' '

.Scarlet~breasted Sunbird Chalcomitra senegnlensis  Gommon and widely
distributed breeding resident. '

Olive-backed Sunbird Cyanomitra vertiocalis Very loocal; breeding wet-
season visitor? Recorded only from Dunbi Wood, where two or three pairs were
seen in September 1965 (D.Wells, C.H.FW) and “dncluding an immature male on
26th Septerber, '

Violet-backed Sunbird Anthreptes longueparei  An adult nale and Fenmale
Dunbi ¥ood, Zaria, 17th December 1965 (D.Wells, C.H.F.) and an adult male
with an ?immature - 20 miles NW of Zaria on Sth January 1966 (N, Skinner).,

~ Nile Spotted (reeper Salpornis spilonota  Rare. One by Shika fadama on
15th June and Eth July 1959 (P, Ward). . : '

Yellow—fronted Canary Serinus mozambious Very uncommon, Probably a
breeding resident. Only eight sightings in three years (C.H.F.), in lightly
or well wooded ocountry. ‘

Streaky-honded Seed~eater Poliospiza gularis Uncommon, but regularly
seen in its favoured habitat - the environs .of sandy streams with well-
timbered banks, and open graozed glades between the scattered olumps of
shrubs; also sometimes away from streanms in dry woodland welatively free
from human interference, as in the 'Samaru bush', It seoms toc be oclosely
agsooclated with Anopeissus schimperi, on the fruits of vhich it feeds. -

, White-rumped Serin Poliospiza leucopypis  Inconspicuous, even, its .

varied and pleasing canary song seening to blend into the sense-dulling rid-
day heat, but neverthelesa a common bird, nearly alvays in close nssooiation
with man in gardens and farms. One of a pair was on its nest on 14th Decenber
at 16 ft. in a baobab tree, a neat open cup near the end of a 2" +thick
branch, ' -

Ni{i,er'iaﬁ Little Buﬁfiﬁg Eoberiza forbesi  Unconmion, probably a breeding
resident. In relatively undisturbed light or mediun woodland. Only ssen in
3 or 4 localities, all near Samerii.

Cabanis's Bunting Erboriza cabanisi  One pair recorded by Ward in a lotorw
itic gulley area at Samarw, Ward did not record B, forbesi in the Zaria ares
and there have been no subscguent records of [, cabanisi, -

Ortplan Bunting Emberiz_a hortulana

Rock~-Bunting Fringillaria tahapisi Comcion and widespread, by no means
restrioted to rocks, although olearly having a predeliction for rather
bare lateritic ground with a thin covering of shrubs. Resident. A nest c/2
found on 17th January had hatched by 27th,
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Grey-headed sparroy Pagser griseus Common resident; mainly suburban,
but common also wherever there are trees of 15 ft. or more ,

Bush sparroy Gym dris.dentata .Abunclant An ail treed palces RNesident,
breeds about January%f‘ebruary..

Spé,rrov.r—’.'-feaver Plocepasser superciliosus A common bird in light wood-
land fr erosin areas with a good covering of thorny shrubs, Resldent,
doubtless breeds. Generally seen in pairs, '

Soal,v-front'ed Veaver Spor.opipes frontalis. Very sommon breeding resident,
preferring low thorny shrubs of about 6 ft.

, Slender-billed Woaver Sitagra luteola  Common and widespread 5reec1ing
resident, Males aocquire breeding plumage about February and moult into nonw
breeding plumage about the end of Qotcber. A rather solitary weaver aof trees

and thickets.

Heuglin's Masked Weaver Plesiositasra heuglini  Status uncertain, Apparently
a localised, rather uncommon weaver, breeding about June to August, generally
but not necessarily near water. VWard gave is as common in the wet season,
From very oocasional dry-season records I presume that the species is resident
in the area, but if so it 1s very generally overlooked outside the breeding
season, Males in breeding plumage have been seen at the beginning of March.

Villapge Weaver Plosiositagra oucullatus Common breeding resident, A
snall colony at Samaru lake fledged towards the end of October; elsewhers
nest-building was notel in Decernber,

- Bpeotacled Veayer Hyphanturgus braghypterus’ Soarce breeding resident,
restrioted to dense growth in Kurmmis and forest reserves ; genrally near water
since that is where densest thickets EDOV .

Rod-yinged Anapleotes Anaplectes melanotisg Froequent; resident. Nest
oonstruction from eerly November to mid-April, and breeding wntil June.
Anapleotes occurs in solitary pairs in molst woodlend (i.e generally near
a stream), and nests are bullt at about 8 ft, at the edge of bushes in rain
gulleys or on the undexrside of the ocanopy of taller trees; eto.

Blagk-faged Dioch Quelea quelea, In the dry season frequent, widely
dispersed in small parties, usually near open wator, DBreeds in the vains
wion locally abundant but elsevhere absert, In June 1959 there were several
thousand nests in Shika fadama (P.Ward), |

Rad-headed Diooh Quelsa erythrops Quite common in June 1959 in Shika
fadama, breeding alongside Qequeles (P.Ward). I have no gubsecuent records.

Fire-oroyned Bishop Bupleotes hordaosa Fairly oommon in the wet season,
but despite exdmination in the hand of numerous off'~-plumaged. Bupleotes netted
in the dry season I have no definite records of it then, and suspeot that
it may be a wet season visitor only. Breeds. ' :

The habitat .ié' not obviously different from that of E.orix, but F,hordacea
tends to inhabit aveas with more high grass and less shoubs than orix and 18 is
more restricted to wet places, . TR DIETRS TRAN 28

Orange Bishop Bupleoteg orix Very oommon and widespread in all except the
driest grassy areas in the rains: in the dry scason it is somewhab restricted
'bcr'-z?adamas and reedbeds by standing water, vhere it coours in flooks, Breeding
ge::.%ent. Nests with young have keen found from mid-August to 1st week

otober, oo

Napolean Bishop Buplootos afra  Nobt unéommon in Fadamas and exchensive
reedberds . Breeds; probably resident. o ' o
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Yellow-pantled Vhydah Cpliuspasser macrourus Common and vwildesgpread. .
breeding resident.,

Bronze Marmikin Spermesten cucullatus Commeon resident; nests with young
have been seen from mid-August to the last week of November (i.e., well into
the dry season).

Warbling Silverbill Buodiee santans  Frequent; breeding resident in
short-grass fadamas, low waterside bushes, on farmed field in the River.
Galma floocd~plain, scattered tharn-shrubs in erosion gulley areas, eto,
Often Fan-Palms (Borassus) foature in its habitat. HNest—~building has been
observed in October and December, Occurs in pairs or smell parties of aboub
six, and easily overlooked, ' .

(Blaok-bellied Secd-cracker Pirenestes ostrinus Recorded by Hartert
(1915) as a breeding resident near Raduna, )

Cut~throat Weaver Amading fasciata Two pairs on 26th March 1965
(Skinner, Bull. N.0.S. 63 b3) last. seen on 11th May, at Zaria.

Q_;_:L;l,_;;I_‘T:_n:Q&lg _ygosplza atricollis Gommon resident, frequenting
short grass or turf, or bare soll between tussocks, vherever these oocur;
Surburban however, ond often associated with water, BEasily overlgoked
unless the diminutive :f‘li{,h't-ca,ll ia known; on the ground the Quail-Finch
conceals itself in a m:u.n:mum of sover, Nests were found in Ootober and
November (Sexrle, 1943), :

Red-winged Pytllia, Pytilia phoam_oopbera Rather uncomeion rosident,
presuma,bly'breeds. In r]x'y savmnah th:_okets ; and mature wooa.land. '

Yellow—w:mged m:l.lia E,Y'L:Llla. hypogramn.oa. Once, A pai:t:' (ma.la and,
female) in soft thicket amongst low shrubs by & stream four miles North of
Zearia, October, 1965 (W.J, Sk:.nnex-, AR, Mathleson) ‘

Blaok~baellied I‘lI‘G--f:LI'th Lag_:onostmta Ega-

Bar-broasted Fire-finoh L.rufopiots
' ' : About equal in sbundance -~

I}a'u;ve-rider Fire—-firiohefIv.daer'ufles'cens _— frequent to common - and all
) resident presumed. breeders.
Blaok—faoecl I‘:.:r-e-f::.noh L n:r.gr::.ooll:.s o There is much overlap of

habitat land 8180 with L. senegola) and rare and nigricollls coour widely in
bushes, Llight woodland, scrub in erosion aveas, waterside thiockets and so
on; rare scersto prefer more dense shade and wolster situations. L, casrulescens
inhabits mature woodland and dense thickets suoch as occour around the bases of
ingelbergs, and rufopiota frequents sandy paths or patches by water. Both
the last named also oocur idn the bushy degraded savanrm.h and .rqcrwm.anc'i of’

nigricollis.

_S_épega.l Fire~finch Legonosticta senegala  Abundant breeding resideﬁt in all
habitata. . ' :

Blaoksrumped 1?'!@_:}:?3113_.;1_ ':E_"s;j:wriisj_;&ﬂgdtroglogﬂ es Frequent, res:i.clen‘t ﬁoub'blesa '
breeding, In tall tangled grasses, ofben by water. 5 o

Zebra Woxbill Istrllda subflava  Oommon in the dry season from the 1at
week of Ootober to about the nlddle of May, vhen restrioted to fadamas, £lood=
plains and water neadows with a ‘girass layer of about 3ft., (Moska Dam, Sanalu
lake, R Galna), There is no reason to believo that E,subflava breeds looally
although subs*tantlation is roqulred. I have no rocords betiveon rid-May and
Ootober. ' : : SRR .

Oran 5 ~Cheekad Waxbn.ll L‘stm.lda. mlpoda . Prequent breed_ing reaident, .
Habitat prof'erenoes 11l~defined. _ -
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“lad-che Cordon~Blou iUracgzinthus bengalus Abundant resident? very.
widely distributed. Nest reoords in all nmonths from July to December inoclusive,

Combassous Hypochera sp. The Form(s) of combassous in the Zaria area
has not been ascertained, The Combassou is a common and widespread brecding
resident, On 28th Pebruary a nest of Lagonostiocta senegals was e::ca,mined,
oontaining one L,senegela and one Hypochera of the same age and \:Il'th renaxrkable
similarity in the forn of the head and biTl, and gape guide-narkings.

Pin~teiled Whydah Vidua maorouva = Residont (partial nigrant?) Doubtloas
breeds. Males acquire breeding plumage in May, and moult out about Octobexy
Novenber, OCormon and conspicucus in the wet scason; apparently less’ common
although s8till widely distribuced in the dry.

Paradise Whydah Steganura orientalis Frequent, locally common, in parkland
degraded savannah, and light woodland with tall trees; males in breoeding
plumage about March to December. Rather uncommonly recorded in other months,

when easily overlooked.
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NOTES ON BIRDS SEEN IN GHANA IN 196k

R.W.W, Sutton
(Continued from p. 62),

TII : BIRDS NOTED O A 1,500 MILE TOiR OF GHAIA
My first stop vas at Walewale (10° 25'N, 09 55! We Y, 70 nmiles north of

Tanmalc, This is a well-wooded area, with some open places and eultivated
fields, I was there on 17th~18th March and 21st-22nd March and made the

following notes on the birds:

Swallow-tailed kite Chelictinia riocourdii Up to six seen, OUne that was
sitting on a tree was absurdly tame, and yould not fly till a picce of oarth
I threw hit the branch on wh:_éh it was sitting.

Grasshoppor Buzzard Bufastur I"LIf'ZLD\_-Il hs Mory oommon and ownsplouous,
perching right out in the open., I saw this species everywhere in the North,

Liz ard Buzmzard Kaupifalco monogrammious = Fregquent.

Yhite~throated Francolin Franoolinus albogularis =~ Observed olosely in the
evening on a bare, cultivated field, ' C

Nanagua Dove Oena capensis  Quite cormon, esp. in the ncre open areas.

Yollov-bellied Fruit Pigeon Vinage waalia Plentiful.

Yellov-r—billed Cuclcoo Cuouius {:;ularis I“renuen‘bly hearcl.

Abysainian Rollor' Coraoms abyssinics One of the comaone st birds in the
Northa

Hoopos Upupa Spe Seen in cienéé voodland

Lossexr Wood~hoopoe Scoptelud a&errnhué Two seen in vell-wooded area, in
addition to (Iua.m,a Wood-Hoopoes Phoem.culus ervbhrorhynchus.

Cariine Bee-eater I\«Ierops nublou.s- 0dd individuals seen in wooded areas.

I‘:Lne-spotted ‘Ioodpeoker Cau:methere mumtullperalflushc,d f:: om the ground in
woods. . : . .

Long-—orested. galmet shrike Prionops pluma,ta Especially common hére, though
I frequently saw 1t elsewhere in the North.

Brubru shrike Nilaus afer 1 p.a:ii‘ lcTcTe

© African Goldon Oriole Oriolus auratus  Common wherever there were plenty
trees., / - C

Yollow White-eye Zosterops senogalonsis 1 pair secn.

Yellow-Bellied § Sunb.u:'d Cinnyris venustus )
+ Searlet-breasted. Sunblrd Chalconitra aenegalensls)

Very Conmon.



