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. BIRDS OF. NIGERIA ¥ield, Gards.: The Field, Qheck—list Card da now available
f and orders already placed a?e;hing'deﬂpatched. The rmsponse to- the'clrc-
- ular notice, 1nserted dn, BuLletln No. 5 was preatqr than anticipnted,

‘ ' nearly 2,000 cards being requested, and as a result 6,000 cards have

ﬁ been printed rather than the 2, 000, indicated gince each order will be
accompanled by the same number: of free cardm 1n the hOpe th@t copies of
ﬁ all cards filled in will be raturned to the SOClOﬁY,IC/O Dopnrtmeut of
E 7zoology, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Thus over 3, 500 cardg will bhe
! despatched to members immediately, and tHe remalhinr P,)OO mhould meot
F requirements for two or threc years. Contr.ry to: the explanation in the
a circular ra payment of printinptcostm by the Sonmeby with tho Dnnt. of
F %oology, Ahmadu Bello Unlveraitv, the Departmont of Zoology hos nald

' the whole of the expenges and will be panialJy re—imbursed by dirocL

ﬁ sale of cards at cogt price; thia aystem hae benn mdoptod sinca 1t will
i be simpler to administer. The. reduction in tha. cort por curd hy having
: a larger order printed has been pnrtly offset by uaing 10Lierpr05r ine
stead of photo-lithography, and 1ha roau]tmnm coaf is wi*hin EV of 2d,

per card.

R
I@I

i The ¥ield Card is double- folding (51x sided) and menaures 6” x Lyn

ﬂ folded; it lists some 420 species bv En 1ish namea, aud incorporatca

. plenty space for notes addltlonal to the" chﬂck 1ist Carda can ‘be' had

% at 17/6d. per hundred or pro rata, post free, from,the cditorlal addross.
! : :

. On Keeping Records, Systems of note -taking and recbrd—korpinp by -bird-

watchers are very dlverse, but the important thing is Lhat adequatc and

i comprehensible records be”kept by whatever method Tho Blrds of Nipgeria

i? Field Cards should prove particularly uaeful whén on tourf wnd for

;? recording. the.numbers of bards at. onc s home stétmon by rooular Obsorv-
i ation throughout the year, While thoere 15 room on themm cards for

| additional notes (e.g., breeding, mipr1tion, voice, behavmour etc-) it

jé may be found more convenient. to mnke ﬁuch notoa 4 vhronolcpical ordor

:; in large note-books, desk- dléf:ﬁa etc., or (doub+ltsa bqtfer: but
requiring considerably. more work)‘on sptclee Cnrdﬂ. Th el moat ;ﬁfinod
method la this category, suitabia only whera rﬁpord Lnkiny e lonﬂwterma
is perhaps to use punched~cdrﬂa index ayatemm which al1ow of: crorq
reference under an almostiunﬁimiteﬂ'numbar of cubﬁvorieﬂ. UNv ﬂHGh cnrd

is manufactured by the Copeland Chghteraon Co. le.,|BLroud, GJ¢8. To
record regular and very frcquent (almost daily) }iaid observabjon of

bird numbers at one locality, I find the speciolly printod British Trust
for Ornithology Twinlock Sheet 10287-489728 invaluable; mcrosms the hend of
of each: pide are printed the 3L daye of a month and: 30 gpecles per aide
can be entered, The advantepe i that a. minimum uof work imadnvolved,

and the seasoral distribution of a species can be seecn at ai mlance.

I can loan examples of any of the above-nemed shests,. and shall be
pleased to elaborate further .on requeat. .
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