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.. . CORRESPONDENCE *

Mos, The Editaf’i} I SR

NMigerian Ornithologists' ‘Society,

~ Dear Editor,

7" hNOLE GANE RESERVE LIST"

'qﬁY

W,G, NARVEY AND ID. HARRISON

Mesors, Harvey and Herrison are to-be'coﬁgratulaﬁed in malking
¥nown to readers the dvifauna potential of the Hole Reserve, However,
it soemn necespary to make some eritical remarks in fairness to
Dr, Dannerman and his many dilligent informants of those earlier (and
mech harder) times in West Afrioa, |

The article misleads the wresder to think that northern Ghana is
not o "dry country" and this impression was undoubtedly due bo the
exceptional wel peason of 1968 that thoy experienced, From late
Yeptember 1968, the flood gates at the Akosombo dam had to be fully
opan for over 3 months to allow the excess water to flow away. In a
yoor of average rain fall in the North the gates may be opened for
only a few weeks, The lists therefore, at the end of the article are

generally inaccurate, o ' o '

Apart from a few of the species the list Ffor dry.country birds is
typlcal of what you see throughout northern Ghann as it is a "dry
country" for most of the year. The list of species only thought to
have been forest specles is perhaps the most inaccurate and Bannerman
has been nisread, -

What Bennernman writes is as follows:~

Brown-necked Parrot: "confined to the drier parts of Weet
Africa" Page 519.

Blackoap-Babbler:  "frequents closed foreats and most
types of parklands" Page 841,

Oriole-Babbler: "Ranging throughout the savanna belt";

Gambia is mentioned asg part of iis
range, Page 846/847. '

Simple Leaf--Love: "ogeasionally more open bush amqng'fall
grags" Page 876,

Red-billed Wood-Dove: ‘"ap much at home in forest clearings ag
in the open bush, In the grass country
it becomes less numerous than in the
trec savanne and as the dry belt nears
the demert its numbers quickly diminish",
Page 509,



12,

White-bellied Crombec: "it is found in forest (probably second
growth) snd in thickets of denso bush,
vigiting plontations in savanna country",
{Page 1061),

Long-tailed Sunbird;ﬂ#ﬁ"SqN my be taken as the southern limit
o of thig specieca,. Thin is atl' leasl 200
mileg south of the Mole gamo roserve,
. Harvey and Harrison quote Bannorwman oo
saying that this is o dry country bird
implying that Mole isn't, Banncerman in
correct bhut theo dry country oxtendo
200, niles wouth of Molo,

It is always dangerous to list o npocien as mre in an aron
little worked by ornithologists, Their comments for (lsticola omind
ig perhaps ‘typlcal, It was firot locatod in Ghana by Lemm and othors
in 1958 on the Accra Plainw, LIt wan then féund along the Gumbagn
oscarpment by myselfonly becduse this happens to bo accopsible by cur.
One should not conclude from suoh obdorvations that it ie varo, bLatlor
to conclude that travel in N,. Ghana and o rocky out oropn in ALLfioult,
R.N.W. Sutton's comments at tho:ond 'of his paper in the same losuo
emphaslise this and the fact that'reﬂidént_ornithologintm_have boen fow
and far between dn N, 'Ghana, Ilo wridos “is wan tp Lo cxpuctod, corbein
apecles rarely or never recorded invGhunawbofore_wore‘fcundlinzaomo
cages quite commonly", R Co e

Tinally 1t 4s o very doubtful advontage to Llist mony specicd of
which ‘the idehtificationa‘nrg not absulutely certain and in any
exceptiohal came this should be. clenyly indlcnted by placing the wholoe
record in brackets, Without wishing to be,wnjust to thodr good work,
we have grave doubts concerning the deparation of 80 many acelpiters
and their allies - a notoriously difficult group -~ by observers who
are very inexperienced in a West African sense, L :
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