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IHE BIRDS OF IKOYL, LAGOS . - 9
e T ‘ M}F:<F6ffester'-‘v" . T T

TR he article I hdve attempted to list all the birds seen in
koyl over the last 2f years by observers lmown t¢ myself. The bable .

. -below.shows thowe species seen by ne between June 1968:~ Degember 1969,

and those other birds seen by @, Pettitt, J.P. Geec and J. Heigham over

. & 8lightly longer peried,. : - S

Ikoyl is the pesidential ares of Lagos, An island 3 wiles.by 14

niles, itg western end is denaelyiPOPulaﬁed;‘with‘iittlplvbgetation,

- This dg separated fron the low-denwity housing area by the golf course,

on which there are surprisingly fewwbirds;'The'1ow5dep$1$y'area,;approxi-

mately 1% miles squars, is woll wooded and gives birds: goed protection,

AL the north west of thé'islan@,;éLa_Qraﬁned marahy area, the'bund, the

only part of the island not cbvbrad by houses, on which N,B,T, have a

radio etation. It is crOHSed'by'many,dréinage.ditqhes.'rt“qxﬁqua,at

its eastern end te Tkoyi Park, a emall paln'coversd arvea, 1%, is bordored

on ite geaward side Ly poor mangrove trees, and on its landward side is

& donse thicket which borders the inhabited apea of Turnbull Road. The

rost of ithe bund 1 covered with sedge, and there is one small.fishing
village on the waterside. It is thig bund aren and associated thickets

vhich contain the larger portion ‘of the bird life on the island,

The 140 species of birds seen on ‘the island, somg of which are
individually shy and retiring, must be prepared to live within a short
digtance of man, and the list produces no. rveal ‘surprises. What is-
surprising, however, is that Vietoria Island, no more than 400 yards"
away, has a vsry-differeg%”bifd poﬁﬁlaﬁion{quigham (T969) states that
- Victoris Tsland is vety much s stopping-off place for passing bivds,
whereas a large number of the Tkoyi species are resident or'dfy geason
visitors who stay several months, About 50 birds from the lists of the
two islands do not appear in the other, . : ' v

Several birds new to ‘the Lagos area as defined hy Sander, (1956-57)
.appear; . the 0live Liong-tailed Cuckoo Carcocoocyx olivinug, the Long~tailed
“Parakeet Paittacula krameri, Reichenbach's Sunbird Negtarinia reichenbachii,

and "the Crowned Crano Balearica pavonina, although the lagt is probably
an escapee rather than an accidental: The Reichenbach's Sunbird is common
" in the ares given below, and is“fﬁr-mbre'nuﬁefqns than Bannefman_(1953)
- suggests it would be, Probably the most satisfying sighting, however, was
~ that of a Bat Hawk Hachaerhamphus alcinug, dt 6,00. 8,1, one morning as
the author was sotting off on & bird-watching oxpedition: to, andther area,
This is apparently the Tirst sighting of a Bat Hawk in the area since Sir
Bernard Bourdillon's, rocord in Bannarmah”(op;-citd)_of 1043,

ey
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Grey Pelican Pelecanudg rufescens: Plock of.50-70 seen once over
residential area N E Ikoyi, December- o

Red-necked Little Blttern Ixobrychus. mlnutu8° Seen only twice, June in
each year in bund area next to cree]

Gattle Egret Ardeola ;bls- One blrd seen feeding 1n sedge on bund
January, Apparently a001dental .

Afrlcan Great: Whlte Egret Egretta alba- Seen 1n~fllght over bund area,
Jme.n‘.~m _‘ \ s SOt oo

thtle Egret Egretta dgarzotta: Same as fr GreyVHeron, though they are
usually more common, partloularly 1n the Hund- area. e

Grey Heron,Ardea cmnereaf-Seen throughout the year, but Tar . more common
in gy season Octobernﬂarch), wadlng in Lagoon W, of ikoyl. ™o

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea- Seen only occa51onally dry”season, bund
&ﬂd Tumbull Rﬂad Vhrgg Yoot e B T .,:;1, SRR "-.-'-.'.“.

Palmrnut Vulture prohzerax angolen51s Seen once, over bund August
flylng approx 200 5, : i

Pallld Hérrier Clrous macréurus One blId seen’ quarterlng bund late
Pebruary. SR e e 5 ,.u-nﬂ..‘ S R S TS

‘ West Afrlcan Harrler Hawk Polvborldes radlatus It palr seen quarterlng
bund area and thlckets, early March, :

west Afrlcan Goshawk Acclplter toussen£ﬂ11= Seentonce only, an obviously
errant bird in 'S, W Ikoyl dense re31dent;a} grea. - August

Erltrean Shikra Accipiter badlus Occaemonally 1n E Ikoyl residentlal
area Seehr all nonths,. o R T R n gL

: leard Buzz&rd K@“plfalco monogram1lcus Sparse Seen very occgsibnally
ln E. Ikoyl resmdentlal area 1n,dry deason. .' -

LN :,.” -"‘

. Black Lmte Milvus miprang: Common. in-dry season, partloularly ‘over bund
and, Queen g Drive, S.Y. Tkoyi residential ares. near water Not seen in

ralns. I‘lrst appearance beglxmlng October

Bat Hawk Hadhaerhampgus a101nus~ One bird deen at dawn 1n Jhly, flylng
-over rasidential iarea’ callln# ‘TFron Wlng shape, colour and call

".1dent1flcab10n.ceﬁtaln. o ,ﬁ-ﬁau

) Osprey Pandlon halwggtﬁﬂ' Seen occa81qnally dry sea'on over bund area.

Grey kestrel Dalco ardosiaceus . Been. January,mflying from Turnbull Road
to reﬂldentlal area’; ThlB oould well ‘be. the blrd.that R khﬁwn to llve
on: Vldtoria Island :aL o R R e

Buuropén Kogtrel Faldd *mnunculum' Seen "t‘i%b“ér Simse Finos fi’fai’*iﬁ_éi‘y and
February, bund and Turnbull Road, ’ | o

African Crake Crex egreg;a* SJeen occasionally January and February,
bund area, 2 have been seen at ohce,
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“Black Crake Lirnocorax flaV1rostra. Apparently comaon. on bund but

elus1ve Maximum oT 5 8éen at oNnee.

Crowned Crane Balearica pavonina: Seen: regularly on the golf courge dry
‘geason, It could fly but was probably ‘an eacapee, :

Grey‘PIOVer Pluvialis gquatarola: One bird. seen ln"cdmpany-With‘Gréenshanks,
March Qthers: late November, LR R T

Rlnped Plover Charadrlus hlatlcu;g, Severa;,seen in marshy=area in bund,
November. . ‘ _ :

thtle Rlnged Plover Charadrlus dubiug: Several seen in marshy area in
bund November, Co - S o

Kittlltz s Sandelover Charadrius pecu&r1u5° One Dbird seen by V1llage
- on bund March Ought to he far nore numerous 1n the area,

Curlew ':, L Numenlus arquata~ One seen on bund November.

Whlmbrel Numanlus phaeopusa Gommon in bund and park areas, feeding in
waterlogged @reas. Seen all months, but numbers greater in dry seaSOH.

Bar—talled GodW1t leosa lapponica° One seen on bund chember

Greensh&nk Trings nebularla. Seen OGCaSIOnally, bund 1n dry season
Scarce - o,f, Vlotoria Island where abundanﬁ ; .1,.u5

Marsh Sandplpam Tringa stagnatllls Several on. marsh behlnd bund
November." R S :

Groen Sandplper Trlgga ochrop : SeVeral on mﬂrsh behlnd bund
Nbvember. o

Comnon ‘Sandpiper, Tringa hvnoleucos Gommon A bund and nemghbeurlng
.arcas Seen: all, months but more. 1n dry season. e Ty R

Bladk-W1ﬁged Stllt Himantopus hlmantbpus One Seen Just behlnd v1llage |
01'1 b‘untl Nbvambe:c_'. S ..‘-‘f':.-:.’-.: L .\..-‘ T 4 e i ...-‘ ':':.-'.r 2

r s

Lesser Blackn acked Gull Larus fuscus Heen ocpaslonally, flodks of
20=50 Flying. dver: towardswEast in evenlhé“ione seen perched on.poles
near v111age Nbvember e e y : :

Royal Tévn g terpa maxima One blrd seen seVeral tlmes near village on
. bundend. of rainy. aeason, These are reasonably plentlful on . the harbour
three miles away, e TRt

L '1‘-."5‘.'-‘- FRs e o SRR '3,1’-- co
th dbmm0ﬁ r:$eén‘v;Toccasionally'

. ,.:;-1;- . 'l

Sandwmch T Sterna*sandvmcensls;:
on Lagoon ‘at. Tear ol Ikoyl ‘

Gommnn Tepn Sterna hlrundo. Seen often'hear V1llage oﬁ bund in June—
Octcber and on Iive Oowmie Greek , S B o

e
| Black Tern, Sterna nlgr : As for Cmmmon Tern above By far ﬁhefm@st
B abundant tern. TR . ] . : ik

R T L e e [ [N, -
TR e ns v ! L T T T TR T oy

L . i1 T PRI
(AR A L e BT

e
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Red-eyed Turtle-Dove Streptopelia semitorquata: Gommon all over Lkoyi,
particularly in wooded arcas, Seen all year,

Laughing Dove Straptopeliu sqpopalensis* Very common all over Ikoyi
geen all year,

Tambourine Dove Turtur tvmpanthrin- 5een twice only, in wooded aren
adjoining bund, October, : L

Red~billed Wood~Dovo - Turtur arcr~ Common 1n bund areu and othar wooded
‘partﬂ. Seen all year. . .

..Vv""

Siarra Leche Green Fruit ngeon ‘Praron australig Gommon in dry uenaon,
feeding in wooded area by Turnbull Rdad, Plbekﬂ ‘ot up" Yo, 20 at cnce.

_LL\LQn9~%ailed Parakeet Paittacula krameri: One and. oocaaionall& two aeen

in bund area in dry geason 1968/69. ot seon ‘this yesr yet.,.

- Red~headed " Lo%embird Apanornia pullaria: often ﬂéen in all ﬂ@aaona but
' more common in dry, Llying in smnll flockm 3eeds in thiokets near bund,
Up %o 9 seen at a time, . . it

. ik
Levaillant's Cuckoo Clamator. 10va;11ani;i One blrd soon occaaionally in
dryiseason in. woads off Turnbull Roud Scurco. . PR

Qlive Lonpwtalled Cuckoo (oreococoyx olivipug: One blrd seen January and
February in Turnbull Road It was sitting in o trek. und. sw00pinﬁ on
oaterplllars on low.growing melon-type plantu noarby. Later a young bird
of thig” QPEOiﬁs was soecn being fed by a Vlllapo Weaver, A visit: to the
British Mugeun for comparlaon conv1nced me wthat the 1d0nti£¢cat]on was
certain : . -

. n e '-_f.". .

Didric Guckoo Chrvsocoqﬁyx caprlus. Redeént; ﬁut'mqro common in-dry.
seagon, Tlocks of 5 or 6 ofton seen n11 over Aisland. :

Senegal Coucal: Centropus, scnq#alensiﬂ. Common all over Tkoyﬂ _soen all
year in both normal and dark vcrslons. L :

Plain Nightjax Caprimulfus’ 1nornatus* One seen near palm troea S end -
of Turnbull Road, November, T N Ly

Long~tailed Might jar Caprlmulpus cllmacurus Two birds acon rethnp on' -
Turnbull Road late evening, Docembor.w‘”a; EEL IO

Iittle African Bwift' Apus affinis: Vory common a]l ovor 3slund 4L1 the .
year. : L

West African Palm Swift Cypsiurus ﬁarvus"COmmon all tho year, parvticularly
at vicinity of coco-nut palins at edge of Mve Cowrie crook and lagoon, .

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudla Common., Saen nll year in purk, bund and
along all qrecks, .

Pigny Lingfishor Ce Mx,plotu Ono bird often seen foeding in my ghrdeﬁ .
dry scapson. ‘ o : o -
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 Senegal Klngflsher Halcvon senegalensms Common partlcularly in
re51dent1a1 ares N.E, Ikoyl and bund area,. -

. Nigerian Bluo~bre%sted Klngflsher Halcvon mallmblca"Falrly common at
bund end pirk areas Seen all 3 year, : - -

.. Resy. Beeueater Merogs malimblcu s Gommon in dry season but also present

in raing,'Seen all over. 1sland . onge n.a.flock of over 100 birds.
October e S

Whltomthroated Bpeupater Merops a1b1001118° Veny common dry gseagon all
over 1sland Up. to 8 geen at one time,

Wcst Afrlcan Broad-billed Rollqr Eurvsto mis glaucurusn One or two birds
~seen on 7. oocasionm on dead - tree 1n Turnbull TRoad, Novamber and December.

Alliod Hbrnblll Tockus fasclatus Two blrds seen 1n thicket near bund,
Novenber, Oupht to be Jmore common, T o :

wpeckled Tinker Bird Pogonmulus scolop&ceuav Thla blrd is heard all year
in Tkoyl in the r051dentiql ares. but -I: have . only managed to-gee it once,

Grey Woodpecker hOﬁ_QiCO goertﬂe= Seen often 1n bund ,area, Up to 4 birds
often present in Turnbull Road, el . _?ﬂ‘ . ;o

Turopean’ 6wallow Hmrundo xustlc@° Very common 1n dry1soason Seen Trom
. begiming ‘o October all over 1sland

,..‘...'-.- - ! \ . ;
~Bthiopian Swallow H1rundo aethlqplca. Seen very occasmonally dry season
in bund area, o .

Rufouamcheabed Swallow Hirundo sanlrufao As for Ethloplan swalloy,

Greymheaded Wagtail Motacilla flavas Tairly comrion’ in the dry ddason,
- residential: area.l‘

African Pied Wagtail qua01l& alba: Commdn in thﬁﬁﬁry ﬂbnths,
Lresidential area, - et

Plalnubacked Pipit Anthus leuoqphxgw 'Uncommon, but seen occasionally
in bund area, _ : :

Gamblan Puffmback Shrlke Drgoscopug_gamben81s Palrs seen: qulte often
1n resldentlal area “and bund

B&rbary Shrike Leniarius barbarus‘ The. commonest shrlke 1n=1koy1..Seen
all year in residential end bund areas, Cormon il nangroves neariiater!'s
edge, 0ften heard : o : . :

Veat African Figcal Shyike Lan;us collar18° Seen occaslonally inr
regidontial nYGLS Does noL appear to:.be as conMon 1n IROYl asg Vlctorla
Is:]..and _r;'a‘-,;'._' . . . B

Gorsiqan Woodchat Laniig senator badlus Ona blrd seen all dry seasan
ifn und area, _ e : b

TR Tt ' .
K b e - ' ]\ --' -

Black-~winged Oriole’ Orlolus nipr1pennls Soen twmce a palr of blrds by
Turnbull Rogd in thlék bushas October, -
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Chestnut-winged Starling Onychopnathus fulgidusy Occaalonally goen in
dry season by bund area, Sometimes on paln trees, Turnbull Road ,

Velvet-headed Glossy.Starling. LumprotornlsApurpureiceps Seen onco
October, A pair, believed thik sp001es, by bund area, in tall tree.

© 8plendid Glossy Starling Lamnprotornis splnndidus. Seen all year round,
Roosts in mangroves by Ikoyi park, Many hundreds present, :

Amethyst Stoarling Oinnvrlclnclus 1cucopnster. A group seen. Turnbull
" Road,» January, e _

Common Bulbul ngnonotus barbatus Widespread and abundanL all over .
. Lkoyd, all ﬁeasons. e M, S .

“Littie Groen ‘Bulbul Andropadué virena- Ona bird geon in wooded area
Turnbwll Road, Decenber, and several bimes subaequently. It 18 heurd
quite often, ‘

- 8imple Leaf-love Chlorocichla sinplex: ﬂhirly commbn, ekulkinF Ln mdny
- parts of residential area,

<o Swomp Palm Bulbul: Thesceloeichla leucopleurug: 50veral geen in thicketa

hacking onto bund area, October~Decanbor,

Snowy~crowned Robin-Chat Compypha nlvoicupllla: An immatﬁfe bird caﬁght
October thicket near bund, Seon once {leetingly October and once June,

Kurrichance 'Thrush Turdus pelios: Cowhon all year, ﬁnrticuldrly‘in
residential area, ‘

Melodidus Warblev Hinpolnis pplvplottn' SOVanl noen in ooall f?ovk on
bund late Novenber, o _ .

Willow Warbler thlloaooDua trochllud. Quite cormon dry senson Nlﬁrdnt
all over island, : X

Chattering Grass—Warbler Clﬂbicolp anonyra: Scen occusionally in pruaﬁy
aren Turnbull Road, : C

Rufous Grass-Warbler Cisticola p&luctotes' Very comnen in all grassy
areas, Nest seen October, :

Gold Coast Common Fantail Warbler Cistlcolakjunoidiu' One. bird, bellioved
this: species, oftéen preaont in praaay area, end of Turnbull Hoqd ond of
- rainy season, i _

West African Prlnla Prinia subflava: Secn very occasionally on praﬂsy
ared near -bund, : t

”'Greyucapped Bugh-warbler Apalis flavida Ono bird poen in floworinp
trees off Turnbtll Road, Novenber, :

Oriole Babbler Hyperzerus atricéné: Seeh frequently in Turnhuil Rond,
all year,

Grey-backed Camaroptora Camaroptoran brdchyura: This io a common bird of
realdential area and bund thickets, Moro often heard than soen,
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White-bellied Crombec ﬁx;g&gyta vmrens Seen occa81cnally 1n bund -and
‘nearby thickets, pnrticularly early dry seascn.-' : SRR

Spcttcd Flycutcher Mucclcana shiiatas Ccmmon all ‘over 1sland in dry
seagon, Iirst appears October, NUmbers daCrease around December -
“the blrd probably passes south, ST St

Pied Plycdtcher Ficedula hvpclcuca Seen on]y cnce, December in
Elowcrlnp trees by Turnbull Road, -,,r' ‘ -

Weat African Black Flycatcher Melacnornis sdoliodes: Pair seen at top of
tioe, residential area, N,B, Tkoyi, Septembcr.

Scarlctwqpectaclcd Plycatcher Platvsteira cyanea: Quite ccmmonfintﬁuha |
ond nearby areas, More often heard than seen, -

Blue Taliry Flycatcher Trochccercug lonplcauda Several ccen all year
in thickots ncar bund, Maximum of & al one time.

Mcuucmnrcwn Sunbird Anthreptes pabcnicus Ccmmon in mangroves ull round
iriuﬁc cf iclund o 1apoon All yecr. -L -

LoJlurcd Sunblrd AnLhreptes collarjq- Not ag commcn as othcr familiar
sunbirds, In compcundm in residentlul nreas. More frequant during

©opadny soadon,

| .cbrtain¢ The hlrds cften vicnt thc gardens in Turnbull Road

Olive Sunbird Nectarinie olivaces: Gccasionally seon Turnbul; Hcad aren
dry seagon bul very inconspicuous; L

Red.chenbach's Sunbird.Neetarinia- reichenbachii: In splte cf Bannerman,
who assorts it is very rare wegt of the. Camcrocns, this cpecias ls

fairly. common in thicketl areas neaxr bund At leact 5 pairs' are thowht
to be present ., Checked at Britlsh Jugeunm and. identiflcatlon absoluﬁely

OLive~backed - Sunblvd Hectarlnla vertic&lxs Fairly'commcn in compounds
buty as with- Ollvcchilmcd, found nore ih bund - area gardcns All year,
Oftcn congorte W11b.Re1chenbach sunbird L . Ve

A . _:'.-\p.,'-_, i Do IR R Y
Cdrmelite Swibird Nectarinlu ful;g_nosu,_Commonly seen. in pardcna 1n
residentiol area: rainy scaccn Oy e .rm45:=~-@=

Fl

Yellow-bellied Sunblrd NEctarinma venustn- Common all year.in compo . ds,
fnvourlnp cunna lillcc und hibiacuu. Often Lhﬂ&@d cff plants by Copper o
CBunbiwd, i P e U e oo
Olnvcmbellicd Sunbird Nectarlnla chlcroanlc Vcry common in re31dcntial
area néar bund area, all year TR | - -

Copper. Sunbmrd Ncgtarlnia cuprca Common all ycar ;q ccmpound in
'resldenblal area, althcugh Logt- frequcnt ih dry season

dplendid Sunbird Nectarinia coccmnlgastcr Seen once only, ol largc
flock of mixed- cunblrds pn - ducalypbus trcc Novcmbor,,bund 4re8, .

Ycllow White-oye anterqps scncpalcn81c Commcn aJl ycar in residcqtlul
ares ¢ Sometingy jn rlocka up tc 6 o' éo co o
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ﬁ~0range Weaver Ploceus aurontluo: Soarco Soon 1n euoalyptus noar bund
Novamber. e E R o :
Village Weaver Ploooua oﬁoullatus* The commonest wouver._uoon ovorywhoro.

Chestnut—andvblaok WeaveriPlooous nlgorygmuo, Soon 1n polm and scrub
thickets near. bund area.‘Not common. E

Swainson's Speotaoled Woavor Plooeus nigrloollis- Quito ocnmon in
thickets. neax. bund all yonr.jﬂ“”' : - .

‘Groy»headod Sparrow Passar_grloous Vory oommon, all yoor, ovoryuhoro

~Indigo Tinth ngooherg ?Sp.. Vory oooaoionolly ooﬁociatod wmth mnnnikino
~and othex estreldine birds, Dry ‘meagom, .0 . .

Black-bellisd Sood—orookor Pironstos ogtrinus: 5oon oooaaionolly in
regidential aren compounds but famrlv ropularly soon in thickets near
- bund, ‘ | L S o
L'Grey—orownad Nopromfinch Nipriba oanlonpilla~ Vory raroly ooon, vory
ofton heard, rosidontlal aren,. :

'Chostnutwbreosted Nogromflnoh Ninrita bicoloxr: One bird soon Janurry,
Turnbull Road, Up to 3 seen subsoquontly PobruarymMarch Blrd seon with
nosting material, Mavch,'

Omango—cheekod Waxbill Batrilda molpoda Dry qoason in compounds in
resldontlal area, Not' common.. : . - L L

‘Bar-breasted Piromflnch Laponostlota rufopicta. ommon in dry oonaon in
. compounds and grasoland near bund, :

.

Blus-billed Mannlkin Lotichura bioolor Not B0 common, Soon vory occasionally
in residential aroa but more 1n gross. near hund

Bronze Monnlkln Lonohura oucullata' Very common, ovorywhoro, nll year,

The folloW1ng birds have been heard. by e, but not soon,.and
therefore not positively Adentified, .

Sonegal Thick-Knee Burhinus sonogalen51s. Ocoasionally hoord Jato nt
night oyer residential ared. S .

Barn Owl Tyto alba alba R651dentna1 area all year, .
Whltewfacod Ovl Otus leucoiis: Residential arva al] year,

Megsrs, J,. P Gee and J, Holgham have been active- blrd-watching in
Ikoyi and neighbouring areas, 'dnd Garth Pettitt compiled a list publishod
in the B,¥,0,8, 5 (17) 24- 26 The following birds havo been ‘seen by them,
but not bj thc author. i

Reef Heron . e | 1grotta_aarzotta . Lo W

Goghavk P . Melierax 'gobaxr A G.P:””
Senegal Plover . Vangllug lurubris G.r.

Torbog' Banded Plover Cheradrius forbesi G.P
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Wood Sandpipor " Dringa glaveola J.P.G,
Redshank | - Dringa totanus J.H,
Nigor Morning Dove ' ' Streptopelin deciplens . J.P.a,
Groy Plontain-oater Crinifer pigeator G.pP.
Lounst Doo~catoer Merops pusilliug G.P.
Groy Hornbill, - Mockus par 7.P.G,
Yollow-thronted LongClew ' Macrdﬁ§$a%§£g%ua G.P,
Blacl-crowmed Tchagra - Zchagra senegala : G.P,
Red-shoulderod Cuckoo-Shirike Camgephaézrihoeﬁicea &P,
Gordon Varbleor N Bylvia Dorim J.1,
Wood Warblor | - Phylloscopus sibilatrizx = J.H.
Ycllow«browed Camnroptorn Coamaroplorn superellinris =~ J.D.G.
Buffwthroated Sunbiyrd Moobarinia adolberti B I ¢
Reforencon |

Bﬂnnarmnn, D,A,(195%) Birde of Weat and Bguatorial Africa. Londoh;_-
o - Olivor & Boyd. . o - g
Hoigham, J.P, (1969) Birds obsorved on Vietorie Island, B.N.0.S.
_ 6 (24): 109119, - |
Scundey, - ( 1956-—5“7,) A List of the Birds of Lagos, Nig, Fold 21 & 22
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(1) Sbkotd‘waﬁ'&-Ehiﬁggnq |

B I & Muhdyf&fﬂﬁw;”cook .

o+ . Sokoto, in the N,W. corer of Nigerin, is ot the confluence of

-2 rivers; thope with' the new large artlficial Take ot Wirno, 2, or ' othor
Jakes fo'tho north, and arsmall ono” 60\miles to the mouth (Lake Natu)
provide o well-wotered aroa inan othorwise genernlly arid province,

‘Quite probably, this part. of Wigeria is'an imfortant “gatoway" for
Paloarctic migranty, beins one of thireo much in the north, To date

(July) we have seen 46 specics of migrants during the northern vinter,
“which alhont exuctly codneides with the dry season - beginning of Octobar
o ond of Moy, This number is ore-fifth of the total number :of ‘Specioes
thut we have soen around Sokoto (i,e, within 25 miles ofjthe-town), in
18m0nth[:’, o L , . . ' - ror o . j e .
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