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One can only hope that the laxidazical approach to watland

conservation in Nigeria may be given a spur. by the results of the
Ramsar conference, and that the various states conservators re-appraise
the situation of areas such as Neurir, and various other localities in
the Hadejia valley, ds well as several of the major fadaias in North
Pastorn, :Noxth Central, Kano and .North. Western States, where the whole-
sale killing and trading in Nigerian protocted birds continues, ...

. @pparently unabated, o T e
7 Mandlly one Looks with pleasure at théiﬁenug*;,Piateuu“Sﬁéf%fé:f

move to tfford complete protection to Nigeria's only breeding'colony
of thé Rosy Pelican Pelocanus Quocratlatus on Wase Rock, even though

* the colony itself is inaccessiblo %o all but the most exporienced -

- mowntainesrs. The move does, however, show a growing awarensys of
Nigeria's: avifauna and I sincerely hope that the gtate will sponsér the

Tesearch required.to find out exactly where the pelicons:feed during

the,breoding.seQSqn (Damﬁap,_on the Benue River hag: been' oited): and -

really attompt soimo organised protegtion fox this speoies:ib ity most

o0 .

vunérable_timo,(i.e;,on,thb'feadingfgrOunda), - SRR
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. The ared through which the Benue River and its, tributariés flow

cpntaing bouthor fhinoa savama vogotation, with patohes of gallozy’
foropts. along, stroams and also rain forsst to the south and. eadt of
Takun and, néar’ the Cameroons border, south of Katsira Ala. Division.
The TprQC6Sjafe'a_groupiof bixds_mofe'oftan'heardfthan‘seén'eﬁcept
for the common;Grey Plantain Bater; Their distribution follows the,
vagetafibh'qreéé.Which thé=particu1ar.spécies_favdhr."However;'ﬁhéré
i considerable overlapping of several speciod, Here are some notes on
diatribﬁtionfof;Tulacos:} e S BRI
_f_‘h{GﬁihealTﬁrééo.‘Tauraéb persa persa, The typical subspecies is
found here, Location: Gallery forests near Benue River ot Makurdi;

car mountein, near Ghboko; southern Tiv areas in the mountaine . near
the Camercons. border, that ig, ‘sopth and southwest of Jato. Akaa. Seen
also at Béta,.25'milesra,ﬁ,hof.quum,fﬂéfmilés east of Talkum; common
in thé forests arownd Bissaula. (40 miles south of Takum) and eastward
from there to Baimsa, These last 2 aregs are.in.Shrdaunn Province, -
N.B., State, The birds call kwa-kwa-kwa-kwa~lwa~kws, offen in unison,
The ¢all is very low-pitched,
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Redwtipicres#éakTuﬁaéagﬁrauraco macrorhynchus verreauxi, Ococurs on
the Obudu Platenu in montane forest, The call is a loud kywa~lwa~lkva-kwa-kwn,
veryLlOw—piﬁched;qﬂd deseribed by Baﬂnérmanpﬁfif ) as haraher’ thon, that
of the Cuines Turaco.r . S O

© o O Yhite~crosted TﬁfdﬁﬁuaTadid&p”leubolophhs:.Thia'bouutiful‘birdp«,‘f
favours areas wiih less forest5bdfﬂrather'wdf"guinea‘savanna.'Thoreﬁqye
it only partly, overleps tho distribution of the Guinea Turaco, It .
frequentg: gallery. forest near atreams and can bo seen there, occasionolly
together with the Violet. Turaco ; nfscan;pgarwAhohoe,,gpﬁthﬁdﬁ Jato ..
Akns, also Harga, (23 miles west of Talun), all dn Katsina, Ala Divdeion, ..
At Takum, “whore, I hoar it oall oach Horning and ovening ifthe,troey ' i
noar Biknstrean, Jouth of Takum nosy the villages Limsam, Kpsmbos 'foi,
,”qanuwgwq#da“,5~15:milaamﬁrOmjhéyé.;Aleq;a#;Dcta,_zs miles 8,w, Bastward
from Inkin along the Yola toad to Kumbo, 26 miles oagt of Tokum, . and
northward o Kofad, 1% milos on tho road:to Wulard,, There the hills give
vey %o.flat land and lower raingoll, go Tidoubt that it leufound furthor
north, This bird does not oocuﬁmin;ihéﬂBgigaa'hillaiardgi,ﬁut@iﬁjia’faund
et Serti, in Sardaura Province, N.Eﬁ“StwﬁQWfTQ3O'N,;;j1.QOWEJ Mos't
surprisingly, I heard it in gallory forests at Woaxwar, on’tho Mambilla
Plateau (elev, 4,500 £t,) on 23vd April 1971, The oall i unmistalkablo
and easily distinguished from that of the Guinea Turaco, It boging with

o rieing shout, hu-uu, followed. by kwa-kwa-kwa~, kwa being repoented 6 to
18 times, This kwa 18 of a higher pilch' from that of the Guinea Turaco,

1.
Pty

Violet Turaco, Musophaga violaces., Yound along streams in gallery
forest or thick amavanna bush in all parts of the 3 Tiv Divisions
(Makurdi, Gboko, :Katsina Ala), Wukari Division, Boissa hills and Sorti,
in Sardauna Province, -

y. | “Great Blue Tdraéﬁf“ﬂﬂrythaeola crigtata, I have never scen this
bird, One reliable;informant tells me he has seon it near Baissa (Rov.
R, Recker).‘And"Mr,-Allen.Be:senqire shot "o specinon in 1989 in 3ho
gallery forest of the Konshisha .River, Makurdi Division, T°N,, 8730'E,
This“yiver flows into the Crosa River and is not potually part of the

Benue:River system, . =~ . e L .
 Grdy Plantain Eater, Grinifer piscator. Widely distributed and .
common’ in all guirea savanna'areas, - .. . . S

o AR . T

. .:I-l‘,:‘l;_-,"-‘__:_..‘?? i . e L k.'.‘ H.H. Gray'

‘.Illllldh;ul.{l..o. : . T, e
[ .'.‘l-.,,f B {‘.. B

SOME INIERESTTNG OTSERVATIONS TROM CHANA

Night'Hanon_gycticorqx nycticovax:’ seon in o gwamp olose’to Acera in
MﬁPChI1971, SR ‘ T o, ‘ S o
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